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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS, 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devetop- | were placed at the disposal of the Board of Trade by the 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on | Port of London Authority. It was opened on 11th March 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified and closed on 22nd March. The Office dealing with Fair 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as matters is at 10, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
enquirres by traders on commerciai matters. As far as is tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austrian 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written _ methods of advertising, the Board of Trade have collected. 
application, information with regard to the following over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, §=§ AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- § manufacturers at the Department of Overseas Trade 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in particular _ (Development and Intelligence), 10, Basinghall Street, 
lines of business in different localities; Foreign and Colonial | London, E.C. 2. 


Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial Statistics; | A : — 
: ‘ , - ee a new index has | ared, hich th l 
Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning ee Spe: Saye gregyeey, 1h We She Ce 





; are classified both as regards articles of manufacture ang 
Coppmercial Ts ~~ Sources of Supply, Prices, etc., of names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of = 
Trade Products ; Shipp ing and Transport, =. particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
products which are received from abroad from time to time application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture hall Street, London, E.C. 2. : 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
the Department. addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 

The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1918, was held in Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 78. 
the Pennington Street premises of the London Docks which | Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 














OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. | and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
The Special ister affords early information to manu- | European references, goods particularly required, terms of 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad before | ‘trading and language in which correspondence should be 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for | Carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other | form, which is known as Form K. 

matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular | In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, _ the “Form K’’ system of information a wide circulation is 





is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- ——_—s ESSENTIAL. 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s | A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
quickly as possible after its receipt. attained as follows :— 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the | 1. The Department collects and edits the information. 


payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 


9. Be. Gondc Auncsintions dicted ion, 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). e Trade Associations distribute the information 


It is not open to non-British traders. | That is, the Department issues the information to— 
Bei : . | (a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending | (b) The Federation of British Industries 


trade in British-made goods. | 
Those British firms who desire their names to be included | 

in the Special Register should communicate with The | 

Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 


The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘“‘Form K,”’ 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 








firms which come under that classification, thus avoidin 

ate.” Intelligence), 78, Basinghall Street, circulation to trades which are not interested. : 
feletias The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 

FORM K distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 

orca tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 

H.M. Consular Officers have received instructions to furnish information have to be approved by the Department. At 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can be of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- | St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 


facture. This information, which includes the commercial affiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade 


THE DYE INDUSTRY. 


SIR A. STANLEY’S STATEMENT. 

The President of the Board of Trade (Sir Albert 
Stanley) addressed on Friday a large representative 
meeting of dye users in the Memorial Hall, Manchester, 
with the object of expounding a scheme for the produc- 
tion of dyestuffs in this country on a scale to make us 
independent of other sources of supply. The meeting 
had been called by the Colour Users’ Committee. 


SIK. ALBERT STANLEY said the outbreak of war forced 
upon the attention of the Government and the country tie 
extent to which we had allowed ourselves to become 
dependent upon Germany for the supply of dyestuffs, which 
were of such vital importance, not only to our great textile 
industries, but to a wide range of other trades. In !913 
we imported 18,000 tons of synthetic dyestuffs, and of these 
about nine-tenths came from Germany, the rest being 
furnished by Switzerland. ‘There were a few works in this 
country engaged in the manufacture of dyes, but their 
combined output did not amount to one-tenth of the home 
demand. The Germans had, in fact, secured virtually the 
world monopoly in the dye-making industry. The position 
thus created was extremely serious from the purely economic 
point of view. It had another result: the development of 
the dye-making industry in Germany put at the disposal of 
the German Government « great scientific industrial 
organisation which, in time of war, would be of immense und 
immediate utility in the supply of explosives, of which the 
United Kingdom had no equivalent. To take measures to 
remedy our twofold weakness and to guard against the 
recurrence of such things in the future was an obvious and 
immediate duty. From the first it was clear that private 
enterprise could not be expected to deal unaided with the 
problem, the creation and permanent establishment of a 
most important pivotal industry—pivotal alike for our trade 
and for our national security. 


British GOVERNMENTS’ Po.icy. 


Sir Albert described the steps first taken by assisting in 
the formation of a limited company—British Dyes, ltd. 
What was aimed at, he said, was that the State-aided 
company should be a nucleus around which there would be 
grouped in the form of a combination all the principal 
concerns engaged in tne dye-making industry. That object 
bad been consistently pursued by all three Governments 
which had been in power during the war, but, unfortunately, 
up to the present it had not been attained. Other companies 
had been at work, but the progress made so far had been 
inadequate. Neither a fusion of interests nor any close 
co-operation had been attained. Whilst no doubt competi- 
tion had given a certain stimulus, there had been over- 
lapping which, in present circumstances, was decidedly dis- 
advantageous. The continuance of the industry along the 
present lines meant that in the time at our disposal a 
sufficient advance would not be made to place us in the 
position of practical independence of Germany at the con- 
clusion of the war. 

Tur PRorosep AMALGAMATION. 


In these circumstances the Board of Trade, after very 
anxious consideration of the whole problem, and in consulta- 
tion with all the interests concerned, had come to the con- 
clusion that if effectase co-operation among the principal 
makers could be secured, so as to assure the best and inost 
expeditious use of the limited amount of money, materials, 
labcur, and scientific and technical skill which were available 
for the industry, and if certain additional assistance wes 
given, the British dye industry could be established on a 
reasonably wide and sure basis in a much shorter time than 
if the present separation of interests were continued. As 
the first step in this direction of greater unity of purpose 
and action, negotiations had been going on for some time, 
with the knowledge of the Board of Trade, between British 
Dyes, Ltd., and Messrs. Levinstein, Ltd., and a scheme of 
fusion had been prepared which was understood to be 
acceptable to the boards of both companies. The Board of 
Trade, in accordance with the objects which the Government 
had had in view from the first, which in their view were 
essential to the national interest, welcomed the proposed 
amalgamation They were prepared to agree to raising the 
maximum rate of dividend payable to the shareholders so 
long as any part of the Government advance was outstand- 
ing from 6 to 8 per cent., provided that the new company 
accepted certain conditions. 


Tut GOvVERNMENT’S CONDITIONS. 


“Those conditions,’’ Sir Albert Stanley continned. “are 
(1), the company shall always remain under British control, 











; 
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and foreign participation both in capital and voting shalj 
be ailuowed only tu a very limited extent, and there shal 
be no participation of present enemy interests. (2) The 
company shail undertake to supply all their products aj 
reasunable prices, and in the event of any price being, in 
the opinion of the Board of Trade, unreasonable, the Board 
may, from time to time, fix the prices. (3) The conipany 
shail undertake to distribute their products of finished dyes, 
or intermediates, amongst consumers in an equitable manner, 
and if this is, in the opinion of the Board of Trade, not 
being done, the Buard may give directions to the company ag 
to the manner in which the distribution shall be made. The 
right of shareholders in British Dyes, Ltd., to preferential 
treatment in respect of the products of that company will 
cease. In the new conditions, and with the enlarged State 
Assistance, it is essential that consumers of dyes, whether 
shareholders or not, shall be placed in a position of equality, 
Finally, in order to secure the fulfilment of these conditions 
it is a further condition that two of the directors shall be 
appcinted by the Government, not only for so long as the 
Government advances are outstanding, but for such period 
thereafter as may, in the opinion of the Board of Trade, 
be desirable. Subject to these conditions, and to others 
mentioned hereafter, the Board of Trude will welcome the 
proposed amalgamation and its extension to include any 
other concerns whose inclusion, in the opinion of the parties 
converned, may be desirable as likely to promote that rapid 
extension and firm establishment of the industry which we 
all desire.’’ 
STATE ASSISTANCE. 


As regards further State assistance, Sir Albert Stanley 
said that, as speed was the essence of the problem, the 
Government were prepared to make loans to dye manufac. 
turers and alsu to make actual grants to meet the increased 
cost of extensions of buildings and plant. It had also been 
decided to make contributions in aid of scientific research. 
Phere was an immense amount of ground to be covered, and 
money, materials, and labour must not be employed on the 
erection of small-scale competitive plants for products which 
were redundant and which could only be most cheaply pro- 
duced on a large scale. The allocation of the State aid would 
present many difficulties, and in advising the Board of Trade 
in this matter the Commissioner for Dyes would have the 
assistance of a small committee; and for this purpose dye- 
makers and dye-users would be invited to suggest separately 
the names of persons of business and financial experience, 
but not directly concerned, who would be acceptable to them. 


TYuture Po.icy. 


“Finally,’’? the President of tne Board of Trade added, ‘‘in 
order to guard against the efforts which the great German 
dye-making concerns will assuredly make to re-establish 
their position in this country and to prevent the establish- 
ment of a strong British dye-making industry, the Govern- 
ment have decided that the importation of all foreign dyes, 
except under licence, shall be prohibited for a period of at 
least ten years. The Licensing Committee will consist of 
representatives of the dye-makers and the dye-using 
interests in equal numbers, with an independent chairman 
appointed by the Board of Trade. The Committee will have 
a free hand in the grant of licences, subject to the ultimate 
authority of the President of the Board of Trade. The 
extent to which the power of licensing will be used will 
largely depend upon the ability of the British dye manufac- 
turers to meet the reasonable demands of consumers, and to 
keep abreast of the world’s progress in their industry.” 


APPROVAL OF CoLour USERS. 


The following resolution was passed by the meeting: — 
“That this meeting of colour-users, having heard the state- 
ment of the President of the Board of Trade as to the policy 
which has been adopted by his Majesty’s Government in 
regard to the dye-making industry, declares its full approval 
of that policy as likely to be the only way of securing the 
rapid development of the industry in such a manner as to 
make the United Kingdom sufficiently independent cf 
German supplies of dyestuffs after the war ; and also declares 
its approval of an immediate amalgamation of the principal 
dye-manufacturing companies as an essential means of 
facilitating that policy.”’ ; 





COMMERCIAL ATTACHES: NEW TELEGRAPHIC 
ADDRESSES. 


H.M. Commercial] Attaché in China (Shanghai) has | 


registered his telegraphic address as ‘* Commatt, 
Shanghai.’’ The address of H.M. Commercial Attaché 
in Japan has been similarly registered as *‘ Commatt, 
Yokohama.’’ 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE-— continued. 


THE OUTPUT OF COAL. 


POSITION EXPLAINED BY CONTROLLER. 

Sir Guy Calthrop, Controller of Coal Mines, 
addressed the following letter on llth June to Mr. 
Thomas Ashton, Secretary of the Miners’ Federation 
of Great Britain :— 








llth June, 1918. 


Dear Mr. Ashton,—Now that the quota of 75,000 Grade 1 
recruits from the coal mines since Ist January, 1918, is 
nearing completion, and recruitment is about to be sus- 
pended, the coalmining industry will get an opportunity of 
recovering from the serious dislocation to which it has been 
subject during the past two months. I think therefore, that 
this is a fitting opportunity to me to place before you, in 
the hope that you will in turn communicate them to your 
members, a few remarks upon the position with which we 
are faced. . . 

By the end of this month some 490,000 miners will have 
answered their country’s call during the present war, and 
many of them have already made the supreme sacrifice. 
From their comrades, fathers, and brothers who remain in 
or at the coal mines something more than the ordinary day’s 
work is due to those whose duty it is to undertake more 
aiduous and dangerous tasks elsewhere, and I want to inen- 
tion a few facts which will, I think, convince your members 
that those who remain behind have a very real part to play 
in the struggle for peace and freedom in which the nation 
is engaged. 
Output. 

We need more coal than we are getting at present (and I 
may add cleaner coal—coal with less separable dirt). We 
need it for domestic consumption, for public utility un- 
dertakings, for the essential industrial consumption of this 
country, for our munition works, for our Allies, and even 
for neutral countries. You will remember that the second 
quota for 1918 was to have been 50,000 men, and it is solely 
due to the urgent demands for coal that the Government 
decided to suspend the recruiting of the miners after only 
25,000 of the secand quota had been obtained. In view of 
the demand for recruits it is obvious that such a course would 
not have been adopted unless for grave reasons. Some 
people do not understand why we continue to send coal to 
neutral countries, but I wish to assure you that we do not 
do so without getting food, shipping facilities, and other 
very solid and essential advantages in exchange. 

In addition, there is no use in disguising the fact that 
the course of recent military operations in France, by inter- 
fering with the production of some of our brave Ally’s coal 
mines, has increased the French demand upon us for coal, 
and it is our duty to use every effort to meet that demand. 

I understand that in certain districts a fear exists among 
the miners lest the management may take advantage of any 
increase in a miner’s output to reduce rate of pay, either 
now or in the future. Whatever grounds may have existed 
in any quarter for this apprehension in the past, I wish to 
state most emphatically that, so long as the coal mines are 
under my control, no increase in the miner’s output shall be 
allowed in any way to bring about a reduction of his wages, 
or otherwise to prejudice his position, I sincerely hope 
the miners will be disabused of any such idea. 

An increased output per coalgetter of even 10 cwts. per 
week would result in a national increase of about 10 million 
tons per annum. I do not mention 10 ewts. as a limit to 
the increased effort of any coalgetter, but merely as an 
illustration to show how substantial can be the aggregate 
effect of an increased effort on the part of a large number 
of individuals. 

ATTENDANCE. 

I am not asking the workmen engaged in the coalmining 
industry to increase the length of their shifts, because I am 
convinced that if they attend regularly and put increased 
efforts into their work the country could get the 
output it wants without lengthening the hours of work 
per day. I do, however, feel entitled to ask, for the sake 
of the country and as a tribute to those members of 
the coal mining industry who are facing much greater dan- 
gers and more arduous labours in France and elsewhere, 
that voluntary absenteeism should come to an end, and by 
voluntary absenteeism I mean a man absenting himself from 
work when he is not deterred therefrom by reasons of health 
or other incapacity. It is not creditable and would not con- 


their action. Voluntary absenteeism is the negation of 
community of sacrifice. Their comrades in the Army are 
never ‘‘voluntarily absent,”’ and go on until they drop. 

I would urge upon all, management and workmen alike, 
to sink all differences and strive during this period of 
national stress when the country is fighting for its existence, 
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to work together in peace and harmony. ‘The loss of coal 


output from sporadic strikes, caused by differences which 
could easily have been settled without resorting to this 
weapon, has been very great. 

The management on their part should do all that is pos- 
sble to see that proper facilities are not wanting to enable 
every man to get out the largest output possible, and that a 
sufficiency of tubs is available and the roads are kept in the 
best condition possible. Managers can do much to make 
matters work easily and smoothly. 

In some districts the Pit Committees will be able to help 
in the matter of output and voluntary absenteeism, but I - 
am making this special appeal directly and personally to 
each individual engaged in the coal mining industry, and 
I ask him to make a personal response to it and to make 
quite sure that he ‘“‘does his bit’’ in the present struggle. 
The measure of the response to this appeal will also be the 
measure of the modification which could be made in the hard- 
ships and inconvenience which the community has to face. 

I have sent a similar letter to Sir Thomas R. Ratcliffe- 
Ellis, as Secretary of the Mining Association of Great 
Britain. 

Yours sincerely, 
Guy CaLTHROP. 





NON-FERROUS METALS ACT. 


THIRD LIST OF LICENCES. 


Lists of firms, ete., licensed under the Non-Ferrous 
Metal Industry Act, 1918, were published in the 
‘‘ Journal ’’ of 30th May, and 13th June. A third list 
has been issued and is given below:— 

Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, 
sub-section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 
1918, and No. 11 of the Statutory Rules and Orders 
No. 265 of 1918 (Non-Ferrous Metal Industry) that 
Licences under the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act 
have been granted by the Board of Trade to the under- 


mentioned companies, firms or individuals :— 
Ballardie, Holden and Company, Clyde Works, Collingwood 


Street, Liverpool. 

Biolley, J., 120, Cannon Street, London, E.C. 4. 

Bolton, Thomas, and Sons, Limited, Mersey Copper Works, 
Widnes. 

Clement Casting and Metal Company, Limited, 19, Ellen 
Street, Birmingham. 

Cookson, Budd and Co., Ltd., Milburn House, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

Cowan, Wm. B., and Company, 14, St. Vincent Place, 
Glasgow. 

Curtis, W., and Sons, 98 and 99, Middle Abbey Street, 
Dublin. 

Cwm-Ystwyth Ltd., 37, 
Manchester. 

Davis, Charles and Co., 25, Rood Lane, London, E.C. 

Down, John Richard (trading as John R. Down and Co.), 
57-58, Wind Street, Swansea. 

Druce, Champion and Co., 6, Laurence Pountney Hill, 
London, E.C. 4. 

Easton and Broadbent, Reliance Mills, Wolverhampton. 

Emery Brothers, Victoria Rolling Mills and Metal Works, 
Lichfield Road, Aston, Birmingham. 

The English Crown Spelter Company, Limited, White’s 
House, Port Tennant, Swansea. 

Finlay, Brock and Company, Limited, 17, Fenchurch Street, 
London, E.C. 

Gemmell, William, and Company, 492, Argyle Street, 
Glasgow. 

George, W. B., and Co., 5, Fenchurch Street, London, E.C. 

Greer, James C., and Son, 50, Wellington Street, Glasgow. 

Harris, E., and Co., 240-2, Hotwells Road, Bristol. 

Hunter, H. W., and Son, 116, Leith Street, Edinburgh. 

Hughes, W. E., and Co., 50-51, Lime Street, E.C. 3. 

Jackson, John and Co. (Iron Merchants), Limited, Balmoral 
Street, Scotstoun, Glasgow. 

Jacobs, Harry, Exchange Buildings, New St., Birmingham. 

Jewell, George (trading as George Jewell and Son), 43, Tat 
Bank Road, Oldbury. 

Johnson, A., and Co. (London), Ltd., 3, Gracechurch &t., 
London, E.C. 3. 

Jones, David William, National Provincial Bank Buildings, 
Cowell Street, J.lanelly, S. Wales. 

Layborn, Daniel, and Company, 8, Dutton Street, Liverpool. 

Macauley, A., and Company, Moorpark Smelting Works, 
Renfrew. 

Macaqueen Brothers, 45, St. Mary Axe, London, E.C. 

Martin, Peter M., 78, McAlpine Street. Glasgow. 

Metals Products Co., Neachells Lane, Willenhall, Staffs. 





Mines, Deansgate Arcade, 
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Morrison, Kekewich and Co., 270, Gresham House, Old 
Broad Street, E.C. 


Nantiago Mine, Limited, Minerva House, Llanidloes, 
Montgomeryshire. 
New Castell Blende Mine, Limited, Minerva House, 


Llanidloes, Montgomeryshire. 

The New London Electron Works, Limited, Regents Dock, 
Limehouse, E. 

Norrington, A., and Co., Ltd., 1, East India Avenue, 
London, E.C. 3. 

Onslow and Miller, Minerva House, Llanidloes, Montgomery- 
shire. 

Osborne and Company (Glasgow), Limited, 9, 11, and 15, 
Osborne Street, Glasgow. 

Parsons, H. H. and F. W., Charles Henry Street Metal 
Works, Birmingham. 

Rabone Brothers and Company, 
Birmingham. , 

Rogers and Co. (Cardiff), Ltd., Railway Street, Cardiff. 

Rogers, Twentyman and Co., Ltd., Leadenhall Buildings, 
London, E.C 

The S. and M. Syndicate, Limited, 54, St. Mary Axe, 
London, E.C. 3. 

Sargant, Ernest, 80, Fenchurch Street, E.C. 

Sargant, W. T. and Sons, 6, Mincing Lane, London, E.C. 3. 

Shearer Brothers, 23, David Street, Glasgow. 

Smith, Sydney H., Bishop Street, Birmingham. 

Stock, Sons and Taylors, Ltd., Gas Street, Birmingham. 

Sutcliffe, Hannah Caroline, trading as Isaac Sutcliffe, 53a, 
Tulketh Street, Southport. 

Sutlon and Batchelor, Hanbury Street, Droitwich. 

Tench, William, 27, Haughton Road, Handsworth, 
Birmingham. 

Thomson, Alexander and Son, Verdant Works, Dundee. 

Trainer and Allison, 174, Main Street, Gorbals, Giasgow. 

United Metal Co., 145, Boston Road, Hanwell, N. 7. 

Vivian and Sons, Ltd., Bond Court House, Walbrook, 
London, E.C. 4. 

Warren, George, and Company, 34, Lime St., London, E.C. 3. 

The Welsh Van Mining Co., Ltd., Minerva House, 
Llanidloes, Montgomeryshire. 

Westbury, W. D., and Co., Metal Works, Pritchett Street, 
Birmingham 


Williams, T., The Old Ship Yard, Canal Side, Neath. 


297, Broad Street, 





TORPEDO BADGES. 





Arrangements have now been made for the award 
of Torpedo Badges to masters and seamen who have 
served on the articles of any British merchant or fishing 
vessel considered by the Board of Trade to have been 
sunk or damaged by torpedo or mine at any time during 
the present war, and who have afterwards engaged 
for and completed a further voyage on the articles of a 
British vessel. In addition, a Bar will be awarded 
to masters and seamen each time they are again tor- 
pedoed or mined, and when five Bars have been won 
they can be surrendered to the Board of Trade, if the 
master or seaman so desires, in exchange for a Five- 
pointed Star. The Badge is in the form of a Torpedo, 
and is to be worn on the cuff of the left sleeve of either 
sea or shore rig; the Bars are to be worn below it, and 
the Stars above it. 

Applications for Torpedo Badges, Bars and Stars 
should be made personally at a Mercantile Marine 
Office. 

It is an offence under the Defence of the Realm 
Regulations for any person to wear or supply these 
Badges, Bars and Stars without Board of Trade 
authority. 





It is notified that Mr. D. W. 8. Brown, Roxburgh- 
shire, and Mr. D. Campbell, Greenock, nominated 
under the 8th Section of the Weights and Measures 
Act, 1904, have passed the examination provided for 
under that Section. « 














| 
} 


Shipping and Shipbuilding 
after the War. 


REPORTS OF THE DEPARTMENTAL 
COMMITTEE. 


On the 27th March, 1916, Mr. Runciman, who 
was then President of the Board of Trade, appointed 
a Committee “‘ to consider the position of the Shipping 
and Shipbuilding Industries after the War, especially 
in relation to international competition, and to report 
what measures, if any, are necessary or desirable in 
order to safeguard that position.’’ Sir Alfred A. Booth, 
Bart., was the Chairman of this Committee, and the 
other members were Professor Westcott S. Abell, Sir 
Archibald Denny, Bart., Sir Edward Hain, Captain 
H. B. Hooper, Mr. James Readhead, and Mr. Oswald 
Sanderson. Changes took place in the course of the 
inquiry. Mr. Summers Hunter and Sir Joseph Maclay, 
Bart., were added in April, 1916, but the appointment 
of the latter as Shipping Controller caused him to 
resign at the end of 1916. Sir J. Maclay, however, 
signed the Committee's interim Report on the German 
Control Stations and Atlantic Emigrant Traffic. In 
July, 1916, Mr. James Brown was added, in December, 
1916, Sir George S. Clark, Bart., and in November, 
1917, Mr. J. A. Roxburgh, in place of Sir Edward 
Hain, who died on 20th September, 1917. The final 
Report, which is dated March, 1918 (Cd. 9,092), has 
now been issued, together with the interim Reports. 
All the Reports were unanimous. 








ScoPE OF THE FINAL REPpoRT. 


The main Report is divided into two parts. In 
Part I. the Committee deal with the problem which 
they regard as the most vital of all—the reconstruction 
of the Mercantile Marine. All questions arising out of 
the war are covered in this part, which was completed 
and presented in December, 1917. In Part II. problems 
of general policy are considered under the head of 
International Competition and Navigation Policy. In 
other words, Part I. deals with the ships and Part II. 
with the trade done by the ships. A Third Part has 
been added, containing a summary of Parts I. and IL., 
and a series of statistical appendices follows. The 
Interim Reports deal (1) with the German Control 
Stations and Atlantic Emigrant Traffic; and (2) with 
the position after the war of the Shipbuilding and 
Marine Engineering Industries. The second Report has 
already been described in the ‘‘ Journal.’’ The Com- 
mittee have based their findings and recommendations 
on two hypotheses—the first, that the maritime 
ascendancy of the Empire must be maintained at all 
costs, and the second, that the grave wastage sustained 
by the mercantile marine during the war must therefore 
be repaired without delay. 

Inasmuch as there were no Labour representatives 
on the Committee, they did not consider themselves in 
a position to deal with problems affecting Labour in 
any part of their inquiry. 


RECONSTRUCTION. 

In their figures of shipping tonnage the Committee 
have generally adopted those of the net register. Gross 
register tonnage is the total measurement capacity of 
a ship on the basis of 100 cubic feet to the ton; net 
register tonnage excludes the space taken up by the 
engine room and accommodation for the crew. Where 
large amounts of tonnage are concerned gross tonnage 
may be converted into net tonnage on the basis of 
8 tons gross to 5 tons net. 


BritisH SHIPPING BEFORE THE WAR. 


** At the outbreak of war,’’ say the Committee, ‘‘ the 
British Mercantile Marine was the largest, the most 
up-to-date, and the most efficient of all the merchant 
navies of the world.’’ It comprised nearly one half of 
the world’s steam tonnage (12°4 million net tons out 
of 26 millions); and was nearly four times as large as 
the German Mercantile Marine, its most formidable 
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rival. Ninety per cent. of the steam tonnage of the 
United Kingdom consisted of vessels of the larger 
ocean-going types (that is, those of or above 1,000 tons 
net, or 1,600 gross). More than 10 million tons 
net were represented by only 3,747 steamers, while the 
remaining 8,855 steamers accounted for little more 
than one million tons. 

It is impossible, the Committee say, to lay too much 
stress on the above circumstance because it means 
that we were dependent for our supplies and our 
trade on a small number of vessels of great size. That 
was the secret both of our success in peace and of our 
danger in war. Vessels of large size are generally more 
economical than smaller vessels, but in war their loss 
is the more severely felt proportionately as their 
number is limited. In the present war, the enemy's 
submarine warfare became vital the moment it began 
to attack the larger vessels on a great scale. 

The British carrying trade before the war was divided 
between the Regular Lines, with scheduled sailings, 
which traded on defined routes, and owners of vessels 
engaged in general trade or ‘‘ tramp *’ owners, whose 
vessels were often chartered to third parties and traded 
wherever a cargo might be found. The Committee 
estimate roughly that of our total tonnage before the 
war 60 per cent. consisted of tramps and 40 per cent. 
of liners. They emphasise the great importance of the 
tramp owner to British shipping. Not only was he 
responsible for the larger part of our steam tonnage, 
but the country was dependent on him for the import 
and export especially of what may be termed the 
rougher class of bulk cargoes which are not as a rule 
suitable for liner business. It would be impossible for 
a country like the United Kingdom, with its enormous 
flow of trade, to depend wholly on regular lines with 
scheduled sailings. It is essential that there should 
be a large amount of ‘* loose ’’ tonnage capable of sup- 
plementing the liner sailings, and prepared to trade 
at short notice to any part of the world. 

EFFICIENCY OF DRITISH SHIPPING. 


Though it was not to be expected that in the years 
before the war the United Kingdom could maintain 
its great relative preponderance in the world’s carrying 
trade, yet if actual as opposed to relative growth be 
considered, no country even approached the United 
Kingdom. Between 1903 and June, 1914, the United 
Kingdom added on balance 4°3 million tons to its steam 
tonnage, while Germany added only 1} million tons. In 
proportion to its tonnage the carrying power of the 


-United Kingdom increased more rapidly than that of 


other countries. This was due to its practice of selling 
its older vessels to foreign flags and replacing them 
by new and improved types. The Committee say :— 

This fact of the transfer of large numbers of our older 
vessels to foreign flags was of great importance in connexion 
with the development of our mercantile marine, and it 
cannot be overlooked in the consideration of future policy. 
It means that our shipowners were afforded a ready market 
for the disposal of vessels no longer satisfactory to them as a 
preliminary to the purchase of new vessels better suited to 
their purpose, and that the merchant tonnage of foreign 
countries as a whole was older and therefore less efficient 
than the tonnage of the British mercantile marine. It illus- 
trates the process of growth which continually kept the 
British mercantile marine ahead of its rivals, and, being 
the result of a spontaneous development, is more conclusive 
evidence of high efficiency than could be afforded by any 
amount of written testimony. 

The initiative and enterprise of shipowners and ship- 
builders were also a vital element in the building up 
of the greatest carrying trade the world has ever seen. 
And a further element of success, on which it is impos- 
sible to lay too much stress, was the skill, efficiency, 
and seamanship of the officers and men who manned 
and navigated our vessels. : 

THE EFFECT oF THE WAR. 

There were three principal causes for the severe 
stringency of tonnage which began to be experienced 
soon after the war broke out, and increased in intensity 
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with each year of its progress. They were: (1) The 
withdrawal, for direct or auxiliary War Services, of a 
large proportion of Allied Shipping; (2) the enemy’s 
War on Merchant Shipping; and (3) the failure of this 
country to meet the situation by the full development 
of its shipbuilding resources. 

Owing to the demands made upon the British Mer- 
cantile Marine for direct or auxiliary War Services, 
only about half our shipping has been available for the 
provisioning of this country and our Allies and for our 
oversea trade. J'rom the beginning of the war up to 
the end of August, 1917, the enemy had been respon- 
sible for the loss of over 3 million tons net of British 
shipping and over 2 million tons net of Foreign shipping 
(Alhed and Neutral). To this extent he had impaired 
the world’s carrying power and he had reduced pro- 
portionately the ability of the whole world to recover 
from the devastating effects of the present war. 

SHIPBUILDING DURING THE War. 

It was easy, say the Committee, to see in the light 
of war experience that the unrivalled shipping 
resources of this country should at the outset have been 
developed to the utmost limit of their capacity. 
Actually, however, the tonnage of merchant vessels 
launched in the United Kingdom declined from over 
one million tons net in 1914, which was almost a normal 
year, to 430,000 tons net in 1915, and to 340,000 tons 
net in 1916. The efforts made during 1917 would not 
succeed in producing more than about twice the 
amount produced in 1916—an output utterly insuffi- 
cient in view of war losses. The growing shortage of 
tonnage had produced the most serious consequences 
on our carrying trade all over the world. It had been 
necessary to withdraw ships in increasing numbers from 
the more distant trades and to concentrate them on 
the trades nearer home. The door had thus been left 
open to foreign enterprise which it might be difficult 
hereafter to combat with success. 

To quote the words of the Committee :—‘‘ We cannot 
but regret a sacrifice fraught with such grave con- 
sequences to our position as an Island Power. In war 
the Mercantile Marine and the Fighting Navy are com- 
plementary, and provision ought to be made for the 
maintenance of both, whether in respect of men or in 
respect of steel, no matter how great the demand for 
other purposes.”’ 

THE GOVERNMENT CONTROL. 

The Committee regard the whole question of Govern- 
ment Control as fundamental and vital, and as far 
outweighing any other single question affecting 
shipping during the war. They point out that a measure 
of control was undoubtedly necessary in the circum- 
stances brought about by the war, but it is well ta 
realise that such control has involved the abandonment 
of that freedom and elasticity which are the essence of 
enterprise. Moreover, the necessity of financing the 
war has subjected British Shipping along with other 
industries to heavy financial burdens from which its 
neutral competitors have been immune; and neutral 
shipowners have thus been enabled to amass enormous 
profits which will enable them after the war to build 
and run their ships in severe competition with our- 
selves. Latterly, the position of the British shipowner 
has been further prejudiced by the general system of 
control instituted in the shape of operation on Govern- 
ment account, whilst, under the Finance Act of 1917, 
his liabilities for excess profits duty have been made 
more onerous than those of any other trader. 

The Committee call attention to a matter which 
appears to them full of danger. A number of important 
tramp owners are disposing of their tonnage to liner 
companies, since the former inducement to retain 
their investment in shipping no longer _ exists. 
While a liner company cannot go out of business 
without sacrificing the goodwill of services built 
up over a long period of years, no such con- 
sideration applies in the case of the tramp owner. A 
considerable part of his investment in shipping has 
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probably already been liquidated by war losses; there 
is no inducement in the present rates of hire paid by 
the Government to retain what is left if an attractive 
price is offered; and he is, moreover, uncertain as to 
the use or disposal of Government-owned vessels after 
the war. The liner company, as it cannot build, may 
be compelled to buy tramp tonnage in order to have 
steamers of some sort to carry on its services after the 
war. The tramp owner, however, will not re-invest 
his money in shipping property until he believes that 
he will get a return commensurate with the risks of 
the business. The confidence which is necessary to 
promote this belief is now unfortunately lacking, and 
there is, therefore, in the Committee's opinion, grave 
danger that, unless present conditions are radically 
transformed, many owners may go out of business. 
A large consequent shrinkage in the tonnage at the 
country’s disposal would thus occur; whilst the nation 
would suffer the loss of the knowledge acquired by 
these men as a result of many years of experiment and 
experience. 
POSITION AFTER THE WiAR. 

The Committee point out that many uncertain 
factors make it very difficult to form an estimate of 
the position of British shipping after the war in relation 
to the world’s shipping. They have offered estimates 
of the position at specific dates—the end of 1917 and 
the end of 1918—with the warning that guess-work must 
enter into them. In their view the figures of tonnage 
actually lost, though perhaps the most important con- 
sideration, are not the only one. It is an unfortunate 
fact that the destructive efforts of the enemy have 
fallen with great severity upon vessels of 1,000 tons 
net and upwards, and that the position as regards the 
world’s trade is in reality more serious than is indicated 
by the figures. They say :— 

It is probable that the demand on tonnage may be greater 
immediately after the war than it would have been had 
there been no war. The exigencies of war demands have 
virtually brought about an industrial revolution in the 
United Kingdom, and to a certain extent in other countries: 
the United States have developed a large export trade which 
is not likely to cease altogether with the close of hostilities ; 
the demand for foodstuffs and raw materials to replenish 
stocks in all the belligerent countries will be very great; the 
needs of the devastated districts, so far as they are not 
made good from enemy sources, will require the transport 
across the seas of large quantities of materials; and, finally, 
the repairs and renewals necessary for the railways and 
industries of the belligerent countries which have been re- 
duced to a minimum during the war, will undoubtedly entail 
great industrial activity for some time after the war. To 
meet these enormous demands there will certainly be avail- 
able less than 20 million tons of shipping, of which probably 
75 per cent. only will be ocean-going, instead of the 30 
million tons which might in the normal course of develop- 
ment have been looked for; and of the available shipping a 
jarge proportion will be engaged for a considerable time in 
the homeward transportation of troops and stores of all 
kinds. 

In the case of certain foreign countries, anxious to develop 
their merchant fleets, the evils of the tonnage situation have 
not been unmixed. Neutral shipowners, who have not been 
subject to the restrictions imposed on British shipowners, 
have been able to amass large profits which will enable them 
to engage in severe competition with the latter after the 
war. There has been great shipbuilding activity in foreign 
countries, notably in the United States, Japan and Holland. 

a a » * 


We cannot agree with those who hold that in the Recon- 
struction period the interests of shipping must be subordi- 
nated to those of industry on the ground that a strong 
industrial position has been the basis in large measure of 
our maritime strength. The latter proposition we do not 
challenge: in fact, in the second part of this Report, we 
emphasise its importance from the standpoint of a perma- 
nent commercial policv. But conditions at the end of the 
war will be wholly abnormal. Our industrial position will 
be potentially very strong, whereas we shall be left with a 
mercantile marine quite inadequate to meet our needs or to 
recover its former share of the world’s carrying trade. It 
will be necessary to make the restoration of the mercantile 
marine the first charge on the national resources unless our 
industry and our export trade are to be seriously crippled. 


JUNE 20, 1918 








SHIPPING AND SHIPBUILDING AFTER THE WAR— 
continued, 





and we are to suffer the consequences that would attend our 
decline to the level of a second-rate maritime power. 

It is on considerations such as these that our recommen- 
dations for the reconstruction of the Mercantile Marine are 
based. We caunot insist too strongly on the overwhelming 
importance of this problem, which, in our opinion, far 
transcends every other problem of Reconstruction. 

RECONSTRUCTION: GENERAL 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The Committee’s General Recommendations, set out 
in considerable detail in Part I., are thus summarised 
in Part ILL. :— 

THE CONTROL OF SHIPPING. - 

The first and fundamental condition of Reconstruction is 
the early removal of Government operation and control from 
shipping. Such control is not only alien to the British 
genius but always tends to paralyse individual effort. It is 
our conviction that any departure from the principle of 
relying on private enterprise would be a dangerous experi- 
ment and a blunder of the worst kind. 

Our recommendations are accordingly as follows :— 

1.—The release of privately owned shipping from 
Government operation and control should take place 
when the war ends; vessels still required for Govern- 
ment purposes of any kind should be chartered at 
market rates or at agreed rates based on market 
conditions. 

2.—Any advantage enjoyed by foreign shipowners as 
regards rates should cease when the war comes te 
an end, if not earlier; and every effort should be 

* made by the Government to see that, so far as pos- 

sible, British shipowners are not placed at a dis- 
advantage with their foreign competitors in this 
respect. 

3.—Since large sums will be necessary for the restora- 
tion of the mercantile marine, the shipping industry 
should, for the remainder of the war, be placed on 
the same footing as regards profits and financial 
control as other industries, and special provisions 
with regard to shipping, such as those contained in 
the Finance Act of 1917. should be repealed 

4.—Immediate steps should be taken to bring the rates 
of hire paid by the Government to British ship- 
owners up to a level which will ensure a reasonable 
return on vessels built at present prices. 

5.—The standard ships built by the Government during 
the war and any other merchant vessels owned by 
the State should be sold under conditions of open 
competition to British shipowners as they cease to 
be required for direct Government services arising 
out of the war. 


THe RELEASE or SHIPPING FROM War SERVICE. 

The following principles, which will facilitate the release 
of shipping from Government control, should govern the 
policy of H.M. Government in regard to demobilisation :— 

1.—The release of shipping from war service should be 
rapid but also economical. It is of the utmost im- 
portance that as large a proportion as possible of 
the world’s shipping engaged in trade should be 
under the British flag at an early date after the war. 

2.—To hasten the process, Government owned ships, in- 
cluding enemy ships, or even chartered neutral 
ships, should, wherever possible. be substituted for 
privately owned British tonnage in the conveyance 
of troops, stores, and so forth. Alternatively, 
Government owned vessels should be chartered or 
sold to British shipowners whose vessels cannot be 
released. 

3.—In view of the severe depletion of high class tonnage, 
vessels of the greatest value to trade should, so far 
as possible, be released first. 


SURRENDER OF ENrvuy SHIPPING. 

We consider that no peace would be satisfactory which did 
not enforce the surrender of enemy shipping and _ inflict 
drastic and exemplary punishment for the enemy’s crimes at 
sea. 

1.—KEnemy countries should be required as a condition 
of peace :— 

(a) To surrender to the Allies all their merchant ship- 
ping whether in enemy ports at the close of hos- 
tilities or in ports of countries still neutral; 

(b) To forfeit all ships laid up since the outbreak of 
hostilities in ports of countries that have become 
involved in war or have broken off diplomatic 
relations with them: and 

(c) To restore to the Allies all Allied shipping that 
mav have come into their possession since the out- 
break cof hostilities 
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2.—Shipping thus taken over from the enemy should be 
utilised, so far as possible, to assist demobilisation 
and to release for purposes of trade a proportion of 
the Allied shipping absorbed in transport work. 
When Allied shipping cannot for any reason be re- 
leased, the owners concerned should be given the 
opportunity of chartering at the equivalent of 
market rates enemy tonnage which would tem- 
porarily replace their own. 

38.—As and when demobilisation is completed, all enemy 
vessels not already sold should be sold by auction 
in the various countries, the proceeds of the sales 
to be treated as part of the common war indemnity 
paid by the enemy countries. 

4.—Provided such an arrangement is possible, we think 
that a scheme of distribution which would secure 
the allocation of enemy tonnage among the Allies 
in some rough proportion to the losses sustained 
by individual Allied countries would effer many 
advantages. Otherwise, the enemy vessels should be 
sold by avetion in the various countries to the 
highest bidder, so long as he is of Allied nationality 
and is able to furnish satisfactery proof that he is 
acting on behalf of Allied interests. 

5 —Neutrals and enemies should not be admitted to pur- 
chasef and a condition should be attached to the 
sales to prevent the re-transfer of vessels to enemy 
interests or interests controlled by the enemy for 
such period as restrictions may be imposed on enemy 
ships, shipping and trade in general. 


SHIPBUILDING AFTER THE WAR. 

It is essential that we should be prepared, immediately 
on the conclusion of peace, to complete annually not less 
than two million tons net of merchant shipping. The neces- 
sary preliminary measures should be taken, not wien the 
war comes to an end, but immediately. We indicate their 
nature below, and recommend that steps be taken at once 
to devise the necessary machinery, 

1.—It should be arranged that yards engaged on Admir- 
alty work should be in a position to resume merchant 
work immediately the war is over. 

2.—Skilled workers drawn from the shipbuilding and 
marine engineering industries for military, naval 
or auxiliary purposes should be returned to those 
industries immediately on the conclusion of peace. 

3.—Shipbuilders and marine engineers must be free to 
obtain supplies of steel required by paying the 
necessary price without being handicapped by any 
system of priority certificates. 

Government control over the construction of vessels should 
cease immediately the war ends, and the initiative as to 
the type of vessel to be built should be left to the shipowner 
in consultation with the shipbuilder. 

We strongly urge that even during the war facilities 
should be afforded as part of the shipbuilding programme 
for the production of liner tonnage to owners’ own design, 
with such limitations with regard to speed and passenger 
accommodation as may be necessary to ensure rapid output 
and large carrying capacity. 

SHIPBUILDING FOR FoREIGN OWNERS. 


We do not believe that foreign orders need cause alarm 
so long as there is simultaneously a proportionate demand 
from British shipowners, If the recommendations which 
we have summarised above, under the heading Control of 
Shipping, are carried out, we are convinced that British 
shipping will retain its attraction as an investment for 
British capital, and the demand for new tonnage by British 
owners will be relatively as great as the demand by foreign 
owners. No restrictions should therefore be imposed by 
the State on Shipbuilders and Marine Engineers, as such 
restrictions would be unnecessary and could only damage 
the Shipbuilding and Marine Engineering industries with- 
out in the long run benefiting shipowners. We should, how- 
ever, approve of any measures which the Government may 
decide to take for the purpose of safeguarding the position 
until the action recommended under the heading Control of 
Shipping has had time to take effect. 

SALEs OF VESSELS TO Non-ENEMY FLAGS. 

The transfer of vessels from the British Register to Foreign 
Flags formed an important feature of our maritime develop- 
ment before the war, and was incidentally an index of the 
relative efficiency of the British merchant fleet as compared 
with the fleets of other countries. We consider it most 
important that the conditions underlying this process should 
be restored as soon as possible after the war, Tf. owine to 
irksome restrictions of one kind or another, British ship- 
owners showed signs of wishing to sell their ships in order 
to go out of the business, it is difficult to see how such a 
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process could be averted, and not merely postponed, except 
by the removal of the restrictions. We believe that when the 
bulk of the privately owned British tonnage on direct 
Government service has been returned to the owners, it will 
be desirable to relax considerably the stringency of the 
licensing system, imposed by the British Ships Transfer 
Restriction Acts, with a view to the establishment of free 
licensing again as soon as possible. ' 
BUILDING FOR AND SALES TO KNeMy OWNERS. 

Our views respecting the building of ships for, and the 
sale of vessels to, enemy owners after the war may be thus 
summarised :— 

1.—Special restrictions on the building of ships for 
German owners or the transfer of ships to the 
German flag would be useless, unless ‘all the Allies, 
including the United States, take similar action, 
and are further prepared to exert pressure on 
neutrals to the same end. 

2.—If the Allies decide to take such measures, as part 
of a larger economic policy directed against the 
enemy countries during the early reconstruction 
period, the building of ships in the Empire for 
enemy owners and the transfer of vessels to the 
enemy flags should be prohibited for such time as 
these measures are enforced. 

3.—The same result, so far as this country is concerned, 
could very largely be attained by British ship- 
builders and shipowners themsclves in giving prefer- 
ence to all flags over enemy flags both in respect of 
building and in respect of transfers. 

CoNCLUSIONS. 

There should be the closest consultation between the 
Government and the industries in any measures taken 
during the period of demobilisation, such measures to be 
entrusted so far as possible to the industries themselves ; 
the primary function of the Government should be to further 
the reconstruction process by removing difficulties, 

An announcement by the Government that it accepts as 
sound the principles outlined in this Report would do much 
to dispel the uncertainty from which the industries are 
suffering. , 

We recognise that the change of policy recommended must 
be carried out step by step, with careful regard to the actual 
conditions existing at every stage. 


INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION AND 
NAVIGATION POLICY. 


In Part II. of the Final Report the Committee make 
a survey of the sea-carrying trade of the world, and 
indicate the general principles which should, in their 
opinion, guide the navigation policy of H.M. Govern- 
ment when stable conditions return. It mainly consists 
of an examination of the sea-carrying trade under the 
conditions which prevailed before the war. The con- 
clusions reached and the recommendations .made are 
based on the assumption that effect will be given in 
principle to the Committee’s recommendations in 
Part I. as to the reconstruction of the mercantile 
marine. On no other assumption could a consideration 
of permanent navigation pclicy, in their opinion, 
possess any value. At the outset of the Enquiry they 
therefore re-state in general terms their previous con- 
clusions :— 

(1) The one fundamental condition of our maritime 
recovery is the early release of shipping from 
Government control, the maintenance of private 
enterprise in shipping and shipbuilding, and the 
consequent repudiation of any scheme of State 
ownership in either industry after the war. 

(2) Essential to the resumption of our old position 
in the carrying trade are :— 

(a) The seizure of enemy shipping; and 

(b) the prosecution of an energetic ship- 
building programme both during and 
after the war. 

The following detailed summary of the Committee’s 

conclusions and recommendations is taken from the 


one published in Part III. of the Report :— 
BRITISH SHIPPING IN 1913. 


Of the world’s seaborne trade before the war more than 
one-half was with the Empire or between different parts of 
the Empire; and two-fifths was with the United Kingdom 
or between the United Kingdom and other parts of the 
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Empire. More than one-half of the world’s sea-borne trade 
was carried in British ships, including over nine-tenths 
of the trade between different parts of the Empire, over 
three-fifths of the trade between the Empire and_ foreign 
countries and nearly one-third of the trade by sea between 
one foreign country and another. Although the volume of 
trade carried in British ships was increasing, the percentage 
of the world’s trade which they carried tended to decline. 

There is a fairly clear dividing line between the Euro- 
pean and Mediterranean trades on the one hand and the 
Ocean trades on the other. In weight the greater part of 
our foreign trade was credited to the former, but in value 
to the latter; the explanation being that the near trades 
absorbed most of the low priced rough commodities, such 
as timber and iron ore inwards, and coal outwards. 

The British share of the shipping movement at ports of 
the United Kingdom was 57 per cent.; but if the Ocean 
trades be taken separately, it was 80 per cent.; 80 per cent. 
of the entrances and clearances of foreign shippng was in 
the European and Mediterranean trades ; of the small balance 
in the Ocean trades one-half was German, comprising largely 
passenger steamers trading to and from America. 

More than one-half of the coal exported from the United 
Kingdom was shipped in foreign vessels, many of which 
came in ballast to this country for that purpose. 

DISTRIBUTION OF BRITISH SHIPPING. 


It would appear that about four-fifths of the British 
Mercantile tonnage was engaged in the Ocean trades, the 
American trades and the other Ocean trades absorbing 
approximately equal proportions. The Ocean Trades fall 
into two main groups, determined by the geographical distri- 
bution of the Empire:—(a) the American trades where, 
with the exception of Canada, all the great markets are 
foreign; and (b) the African, Eastern and Australasian 
trades where, except for China and Japan, ail the great 
markets are British. Of our imports from countries outside 
Europe and the Mediterranean, three-fourths in weight and 
three-fifths in value came from America, but of our exports 
three-fifths in value went to the other Ocean trades. 

The development of Imperial resources should afford a 
great stimulus to British shipping, but it is not enough 
to be content with expansion here. If British shipping is 
to maintain its relative importance in the world’s carrying 
trade it will have to participate aiso in the trade of other 
countries, notably South America and the Far East, which 
the opening of the Panama Canal may be expected to stimu- 
late. 

British Exports. 


The liner services were important in connexion with the 
marketing of British manufactured goods. <A considerable 
part of the earnings of the steamship lines was derived 
from passenger traffic, or from inward freights or from 
both, and British manufactures, were, therefore, carried 
abroad at rates which could not have been accorded but for 
the existence of highly-organised services with a consider- 
able volume of trade in other directions. British exporters 
enjoyed an advantage in the foreign market through fre- 
quent and regular outward sailings from the United King- 
dom and the stable rates of freight that ruled. 


LINERS AND TRAMPS. 


Tramp steamers were indispensable as a means of moving 
from various parts of the world the scasonal crops of grain, 
cotton, wool, rice and similar commodities which it, was 
impossible for the liners on the different routes to deal with. 
Tendencies have, however, been in operation towards :— 

1.—the gradual conversion, in some cases, of the tramp 
into a regular line; 

2.—the successful competition of an established line, 
where tramp vessels had succeeded in opening up 
a more or less regular trade; and 

3.—the absorption of tramp vessels by regular lines. 

The last tendency is the direct outcome 6f the present 
war situation ; and after the war trades, which were formerly 
the recognised domain of the British tramp owner, may, as 
a result, be carried on by the lines, or more probably by 
foreigners. 

ForetGN COMPETITION. 

Severe German competition was experienced in the Euro- 
pean and Mediterranean trades; and a certain amount of 
trade appears to have been lost through the gradual develop- 
ment of the railway system between Germany and the 
Mediterranean. In these trades competition was also experi- 
enced from other flags, especially the Scandinavian and the 
Dutch. 

In the Ocean trades the result of German competition was 
seen in a number of Conference Agreements which left the 
trade of the United Kingdom to the British lines, the 
latter, for their part, abstaining to a certain extent from 
participating in the trade from the Continent and especi- 
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ally from the German ports. Competition from other flags 
was also experienced, the subsidised competition of the 
Japanese lines being especially formidable. The present 
withdrawal of British ships from the East will make this 
competition a factor of serious consequence in the future, 
It must be recognised that the competition of American 
Japanese and other neutral shipping will be accentuated 
after the war. The development of Japanese competition 
should be carefully watched by His Majesty’s Government, 


GERMAN COMPETITION. 


German maritime competition is connected with some of 
the most troublesome trade problems of the past, and ve. 
therefore, deal with it at some length. The volume of 
Germany’s imports by sea was not much less than that of 
the imports into the United Kingdom, but the volume of 
Germany’s imports from countries outside Europe and the 
Mediterranean was about three-fifths of the similar imports 
into the United Kingdom. The volume of Germany’s export; 
by sea was about one-fourth of the volume of the exports 
from the United Kingdom. Jn value the total sea-borne trade 
of Germany and the German oversea possessions was about 
two-fifths of that of the British Empire; taking only the 
Ocean trades it was about one-third of the corresponding 
trade of the British Empire. Germany had, therefore, an 
important sea-borne trade which justified the employment 
of a considerable amount of merchant shipping. 

A considerable proportion of Germany’s foreign trade 
passed through the ports of Rotterdam, Amsterdam and 
Antwerp; and in this connection Rotterdam was most inm- 
portant. In particular we draw special attention to the 
inequitable treatment which was accorded at Antwerp to 
British as compared with German shipping. 

Outside Europe and the Mediterranean the greatest move- 
ment of German shipping was in the American trade, but 
the importance of the African, Australasian and Eastern 
trades was also very considerable. Ten German steamship 
lines, which owned 60 per cent. of Germany’s shipping, were 
closely associated and well organised, especially in the years 
immediately preceding the war, with a view to furthering 
the interests of German shipping as a whole in all parts 
of the world. The principal shipping subsidies paid by the 
German Government were to the North-German Lloyd for 
services to China, the East Indies and Australia, and to the 
German East Africa Line for the service to East Africa; but 
there is no evidence that these subsidies were other than 
payments for services rendered or obligations incurred. 

THE GERMAN CONTROL STATIONS. 

This subject was fully considered in our Interim Report 
on the Control Stations and the Atlantic Emigrant Traffic. 
The emigrant traffic was the basis of the Atlantic passenger 
business, which in its turn was the foundation in many 
respects of the trade of the chief German Steamship lines 
and, therefore, of German shipping. Without this basis 
it would have been almost impossible for the German lines 
to start cargo services for political reasons or to open up 
new business in other trades by systematic rate cutting. 
If, therefore, the Control Stations were swept away at the 
conclusion of peace, the effect would be felt far beyond the 
Atlantic trades. Support of the Control System by the 
German Government involved in essence (i) denial of the 
right of passage to subjects of a foreign country, and (ii) 
flag discrimination in favour of German shipping. 

[In the Interim Report above referred to the Committee 
said :—Control Stations were first established by the German 
Authorities in 1894, after the outbreak of a cholera epidemic 
in Russia, with a view ostensibly to preventing the spread 
of the disease in Germany by emigrants travelling from 
Russia through that country. At the outset the Stations 
were limited to a few on the Russian frontier, and all 
emigrants travelling westwards through these Stations were 
required to submit to medical examination. disinfection of 
persons and baggage, and so forth. Whatever may have 
been the original ground of their establishment, there is 
no doubt whatever that the Control Stations came to be used 
by the German Steamship Companies for confining the grow- 
ing stream of Eastern emigration to their own T.ines, and 
eventually as a weapon in their struggle with the British 
Lines for supremacy on the Atlantic. This policy was given 
effect to (a) directly, by the German Government, who 
limited the scone of the licences issued to British Lines, and 
(b) indirectly, by the German Lines, who made it as difficult 
as possible for persons not travelling by those Lines to pass 
the Control Stations. ] 


TuHrovucn RATES ON THE GERMAN STATE RAILWAYS. 


Three main classes of rates were in operation on the 
German State Railways:—(i) the normal inland rates; 
(ii) export rates available for goods exported by any flag; 
and (iii) special through rates available only for goods 
shipped on through Bills of Lading to certain destinations 
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by specified German lines. The last-named were in opera- 
tion for goods shipped by the German Levant Line to Malta, 
Messina, Alexandria, ports in Greece and Turkey (including 
the Levant), and to Russian and Turkish ports on the Black 
Sea, as well as for goods shipped by the German East Africa 
Line to Dar-es-Salaam, Delagoa Bay, Durban, Mozambique, 
Zanzibar, and other ports in East and South Africa. These 
special through rates undoubtedly had a prejudicial effect 
on British trade with the Levant and Eastern Africa. We 
are unable to support by concrete proof the allegation that 
similar rates were in operation in other trades deemed 
politically important. Our impression, however, is that, 
while no special through rates may have existed in these 
trades, the export rates from Germany were with the aid of 
Conference Agreements so worked as in fact to be available 
only for goods shipped in German vessels because British 
vessels trading to the same markets were excluded by Agree- 
ment from the German ports. 

In this connection reference must be made to the ‘‘Spedi- 
teurs’’ or forwarding agents, who made it their business to 
collect goods from individual firms and to arrange for their 
forwarding with the railway administration or the steam- 
ship lines, as the case might be, obtaining a reduced rate 
corresponding to the size of the lot. In view of the small 
bulk of high-class goods, this arrangement permitted the 
extension of low rates to this grade of traffic. The ‘‘Spedi- 
teurs’’? fulfilled an important function in placing German 
wares economically on foreign markets, but many of the 
evasions of Conference Agreements and much of the rate 
cutting attributed to German steamship lines may be traced, 
directly or indirectly, to their operations. 

When due allowance has been made for careful railway 
organisation, for the greater haulage distances and for the 
efforts of the ““‘Spediteurs,’’ the fact remains that the foreign 
consumer was systematically favoured by the German State 
Railways as against the home consumer. The privileged 
treatment of exports by the German State railways was an 
integral part of German trade policy, which might in prac- 
tice, and did in fact, give rise to discrimination in favour 
of the German flag. 

Rate Curtine. 


The methods characteristic of German trade in general 
were adopted also by German shipping. Profits realised in 
one market were used for undercutting in another. The 
close organisation of the German lines made them a great 
combine able and willing to undersell their competitors and 
to ‘‘squeeze’”’ them in the Conferences. Aided by the Control 
Stations and the State railways, they possessed means of 
pressure which could be used with serious effect against their 
more loosely organised competitors. 


EFFECTS OF GERMAN COMPETITION. 


German shipping was the spearhead of German aggression, 
and was used to further the national aims especially in the 
Near and Middle East, in Equatorial Africa, in South and 
Central America and in the Far East. German competi- 
tion was formidable through a combination of factors—over- 
production at home; the care taken by the manufacturer 
to meet the precise demand of the oversea consumer, and ky 
the State to assist him in the markcting of his goods; the 
organisation of trade and transport; and, lastly, the co- 
ordination of these factors under able political direction. 


Rate ANOMALIES. 


Under this head we examine the reasons for the grant 
of lower rates of freight by British lines, particularly in 
the New Zealand trade, for goods shipped from Continental 
ports than for similar goods shipped from ports in the 
United Kingdom. The British lines adopted a policy of 
‘‘dumping”’ services in order to prevent the establishment 
of a German direct service. We are convinced that British 
interests were furthered by the fight of the British lines 
against German intrusion more than they were prejudiced 
by the grant of lower freight to German yoods. Neverthe- 
less it is, in our opinion, essential to avoid, wherever pos- 
sible, any action calculated to prejudice Imperial trade rela- 
tions. A possible mode of meeting complaints of this kind 
is an arrangement between the British lines throughout 
the world for the purpose of resisting foreign aggression 
wherever it occurs. An impartial Board of Investigation 
would perform a useful function in sifting such complaints. 


CONFERENCE AGREEMENTS. 


The object of Conferences is to prevent the kind of abuse 
that has attracted attention in the New Zealand trade, that 
is to avert rate wars and to produce equality of rates and 
stable conditions in the great Ocean trades. In order to 
avoid a continuous series of rate wars, the British lines 
frequently compromised with the Germans on the basis of 
‘‘keeping off one another’s territorv.’’? There are indica- 
tions that the latter, not content with the concessions made, 
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were endeavouring to extend their influence by under-hand 


methods. While Conference arrangements appear on the 


whole to have worked fairly satisfactorily, cases of evasion 
and subterfuge on the part of the Germans were too common 
to be regarded as accidental. 


Our conclusion is that the 
German lines observed their agreements only so far as it 
paid them to do so. But Conferences with the German lines 
represented the less of two evils, and on the whole it is 
probable that the British lines gained more than they lost 
from these agreements. In this, as in every other question 


affecting German competition, the means for safeguarding 


British shipping are twofold :— 
1.—Steps to counteract unfair competition; and 
2.—Better recognition on the part of British shipping 
as a whole of the support due from all its members 
to the British flag, and greater readiness to co- 
operate in the face of such competition. 


GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS (NAVIGATION 
POLICY). 


In this sub-section we consider first the working of our 
commercial treaties in the past, and we make certain recom- 
mendatiors with regard to individual points connected, 
directly o* ‘ndirectly, with these provisions :— 

1.—Stationing, loading, etc., of vessels.—The Belgian 
Government should be urged to remove the handicap 
on British shipping in the port of Antwerp. 

2.—Brokerage in French Perts—We agree with the 
recommendation of the Joint Committee of the 
Chamber of Shipping of the United Kingdom and 
the Liverpool Steamship Owners’ Association that 
British shipowners should be left free to employ 
in French ports any agent who is capable of per- 
forming his duties efficiently, and to arrange with 
such agent the amount of his remuneration for the 
service rendered. Alternatively,. the fees should 
be fixed on a reasonable basis. A_ suitable 
opportunity should be taken of obtaining from the 
French Government the redress of this grievance. 

3.—Flag discrimination has been experienced in two 
main directions (a) in respect of passengers, and 
(b) in respect of railway through rates. As regards 
passengers, reference may be made to the recom- 
mendations contained in our Interim Report on the 
Control Stations and the Atlantic Emigrant Traffic, 
and the matter is considered more fully under the 
head ‘“‘Right of Transit’? below. As regards the 
railway through rates, we do not think that this 
matter can be met by any specific treaty provision. 

4.— Coasting Trade.—We trust that H.M. Government 
will make every effort to ensure the re-opening after 
the war of the coasting trade to British shipping 
throughout the former Ottoman Dominions. 

5.—The Krench Surtaxe d’Entrepét.—We recommend 
that advantage be taken of future commercial 
negotiations with France to secure the remission of 
this surtax as one of the most valuable concessions 
which could be made by [France in return for con- 
cessions which H.M. Government may be invited 
to make. 

6.—Foreign Legislation.—We think that the tendency 
to pass legislation calculated to interfere between 
ship and cargo owner and between shipowners and 
their crews is dangerous, and should be carefully 
watched by H.M. Government, with a view to 
energetic interventisn on behalf of British interests 
whenever necessary. 

7.—Foreign ships using, but not entering British ports. 
—All vessels making use of a British port should be 
required to pay dues proportionate to the service 
rendered by the port. It is, however, desirable to 
avoid action which would simply involve the transfer 
of trade to foreign ports. 

In the remainder of this sub-section we consider general 
questions of navigation policy in the future. 


FiLac DISCRIMINATION. 


A number of proposals have been made for giving pre 
ferential treatment to certain flags over other flags. The 
entry of the United States into the war has. however, 
practically divided the world into two camps; and it may be 
doubted whether it would be worth our while to:make @ 
distinction in our treatment of Allied shipping and of the 
shipping of the few countries still neutral. Apart; there- 
fore, from special measures against enemy shipping, the 
problem may be stated thus:—Should British shipping be 
accorded preferential treatment over the shipping of other 
countries? An affirmative decision would involve a. rever- 
sion to the general principles of the Navigation Laws; but 
we have only to examine the nature of our carrving trade 
to see the undesirabality of adopting any such policy. The 
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movement of British shipping throughout the world, as 
denoted by entrances of vessels with cargoes and in ballast, 
during 1911 was as follows :— 


Per cent. 

Between the Empire and Foreign Countries 53:4 
Between different parts of the Kmpire 17-6 
Between Foreign Countries .. ree 29-0 
100-0 


Only the Inter-Imperial trade would be immune trom 
retaliatory action by foreign countries. The trade between 
foreign countries would be exposed to retaliation at both 
terminals, and the trades between the Empire and foreign 
countries would be liable to retaliation at the foreign end. 
Further, whatever the merits of a League of Nations after 
the war, it seems clear that our object must be to eliminate 
the causes of international friction which might lead to 
future wars. International commerce will be more than 
ever necessary after the war, and it would be deplorable to 
set out on a course which would hamper the natural flow 
of trade and lead to endless quarrels among the maritime 
nations of the world. Freedom of the seas, in the sense of 
equal treatment of all flags in all ports, should therefore be 
a cardinal principle in our post-war policy. Our conclusion 
is and must be, that the only policy which can meet the 
position is one which, instead of giving preference at home, 
will secure the grant of national treatment in the fullest 
sense abroad. Action should be directed towards maintain- 
ing this treatment where it is already given and towards 
securing it where it has hitherto been withheld. 


COASTING AND INTER-IMPERIAL TRADES. 


The exclusion of foreign ships from the coasting and Inter- 
Imperial trades formed an integral part of the old naviga- 
tion policy, but it is not open to the same objections as other 
aspects of that policy. ‘The coasting trade of a country is 
regarded universally as a domestic trade, in which foreign 
flays cannot engage of right, but to which they may be 
admitted as an act of grace. Our conclusions may be thus 
summarised : — 


1.—Before the war the total foreign participation in the 
coasting trade of the United Kingdom was less than 
1 per cent., but recently some anxiety has been felt 
as to the future position of British shipping in this 
trade. The real basis of British sea-power centres 
in the Ocean trades, where the danger of foreign 
competition after the war appears to us greater 
than in the domestic trades of the Empire. We 
wish, however, to call attention to our recommenda- 
tion as to the importance of making every effort to 
enforce strictly on foreign ships calling at British 
ports all safety requirements, and requirements in 
the interest of the health of persons on board the 
ship, whether imposed by Merchant Shipping Acts, 
Public Health Acts, or Factory Acts, which apply 
to British shipping. 

* 2—The reservation of the Indian coasting trade to 
British ships has been suggested, owing particularly 
to the subsidised competition of the Japanese lines. 
We doubt whether the adoption of this measure 
would materially aid British shipowners in mesiing 
Japanese competition elsewhere. 

3.—Since over nine-tenths of the Inter-Imperial Trade 
was carried in British skips, it is very doubtful 
whether the exclusion from it of foreign flags would 
be justified. If ever reservation of the Coasting 
and Inter-Imperial trades were decided upon by 
His Majesty’s Government on other than trade 
grounds, it would be essential to provide for certain 
exceptions, namely :— 

(a) Those countries should as a rule still be allowed 
to participate which open their ceasting trades 
to British shipping ; and 

(b) Important entrep6t centres such as Hong 
Kong, Singapore and Penang, should be 
excluded from the coasting trade limits. 

4._-We should not, however, recommend the general 
reservation of the Coasting and Inter-Imperial 
trades. 
Tar Ricut or Transit. 


The Right of Transit is the right that should be given to 
vessels of all flags to pass through a waterway in the terri- 
tory of a given country from one sea to another sea or to 
persons and goods to pass in transit across the intervening 
territory of a third country. It is an integral part of the 
general poliev of freedom which we advocate. and we think 
it sufficiently fundamental to he emhodied in the diplomatic 
instruments which will no doubt be drawn up at the end 
of the war for the regulation of international intercourse. 
Our recommendations are as follows :— 
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1.—We should deprecate any arrangement, direct or 
indirect, which would give British shipping 
preferential treatment in respect of Suez Canal 
dues. 

2.—-In the case of passengers the right of transit has 
been persistently disregarded: The use made of the 
Control Stations by the German Government and 
the German steamship lines constituted the most 
conspicuous instance in which the ‘‘freedom of the 
Seas’? was withheld before the war; and we would 
suggest that His Majesty’s Government should 
consider the advisability of making full use, from 
this point of view, of the facts to which we drew 
their attention in our Interim Report on the subject. 

3.—We think that the time has arrived when the right 
of transit for passengers should be established inter- 
nationally in the same way as the corresponding 
right for vessels. For His Majesty’s Government 
and the Government of the United States a general 
provision on the subject would imply merely a 
renewal of their solemn undertaking that they for 
their part will guarantee to the flags of all nations 
the use, on terms of perfect equality, of the canals 
of Suez and Panama. To the Central Powers such 
a provision would imply the recognition of the right 
of transit without molestation of persons desiring 
to pass across their territory. The obligations would 
be reciprocal and conditional—that is to say, the 
continued free transit of German and Austrian 
vessels through the inter-oceanic canals would 
depend on the free passage of persons across the 
Central Empires, and the maintenance of free 
passage for persons in the latter case would depend 
on the free transit of German and Austrian vessels 
in the former. An arrangement of this kind should, 
if possible, be couched in general terms embracing 
not only the two canals particularly referred to, but 
any other waterways important to inter-national 
commerce, as well as the transit, under proper safe- 
guards, of goods and passengers through all 
countries. 


INTERNATIONAL SAFETY REGULATIONS. 


We concur generally in the remarks on the subject cf 
safety regulations made by the Joint Committee appointed 
by the Chamber of Shipping of the United Kingdom and 
ithe Liverpool Steamship Owners’ Association. 

Our recommendations are as follows : — 

1.--It is very desirable that all safety regulations made 
by His Majesty’s Government should be such as to 
command the universal assent of the principal 
maritime nations. To command such assent safety 
rules must necessarily conform to certain broad 
principles : — 

(a) They must be based solely on grounds of 
humanity ; 

(6) They should be framed so as to place on 
shipping the minztmum obligations compatible 
with their object; and 

(c) They should be sufficiently elastic to meet the 
varying demands of different classes of ships 
and of different trades and the progress of 
invention. 

2.—We think that after the war His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment should take energetic action towards securing 
the international recognition and enforcement of all 
broad regulations designed to secure safety at sea, 
and whilst maintaining as high a standard of safety 
for British shipping as may _ be_ reasonably 
practicable, should avoid, so far as possible, impos- 
ing on British ships restrictions not enforced on the 
shipping of foreign flags. 

3.—In any case every effort should be made to enforce 
strictly on foreign ships calling at British ports all 
safety requirements, and requirements in the 
interest of the health of persons on board the ship, 
whether imposed by Merchant Shipping Acts, Public 
Health Acts or Factory Acts, which apply to British 
shipping. This is especially important in connection 
with the coasting and short sea trades. 

4.—In view of the large amount of new evidence un- 
fortunately now available with regard to flotation 
and life-saving apparatus, the rules laid down 
shortly before the outbreak of war with regard to 
bulkheads, lifeboats, and rafts, should form the 
subject of further investigation when the war is 
over. 

5.—It is most important that the Safety Standards 
adopted throughout the Empire should be uniform: 
and it is reasonable that the standards of the United 
Kingdom, which owns over nine-tenths of the 
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tonnage under the British flag, should, so far as 
necessary, be adopted in the Dominions. In any case 
standards recognised in the United Kingdom should 
be accepted as adequate by the Dominion Govern- 
ments for ships on the register of the United King- 
dom trading to their ports. 
RECOMMENDATIONS (DEFENCE QUESTIONS). 
If our recommendations respecting the seizure of the 
enemy ships and the abolition of the Control Stations are 
carried out, we see little reason to fear the revival of serious 
maritime competition from the enemy countries during the 
critical period following the close of hostilities; and we 
doubt whether further restrictions on enemy shipping would 
be justified by results. ‘The exclusion of enemy shipping 
from the ports of the Empire—the most drastic measure 
which could be imposed by His Majesty’s Government— 
would be of [little value to British shipping, as it would leave 
open the American trades, unless all the Allies, including 
the United States and the more important Latin-American 
States, were prepared to adopt similar measures. 
in the event of concerted economic measures being adopted 
by the Allied countries against the enemy countries after 
the war, with consequent restrictions on enemy shipping, 
we would urge that such precautionary rules as would apply 
to non-enemy shipping should be limited strictly to the 
object in view. 
Similarly, we should deprecate the continuance of restric- 
tions on the use of British Coaling Stations by enemy or 
other foreign shipping after the war, except for the strictly 
limited object indicated above. 


Company Law. 


We think that the correct policy for this country is to 
encoyirage the placing of as much as possible of the world’s 
shipping under the British flag. Every limited liability 
company engaged in the shipping industry should, however, 
be required, as a precautionary measure, to include in its 
annual return to Somerset House a statement of the amount 
of its stock and shares held by, or on behalf of, aliens, 
together with a statement of their nationality. 


MASTERS, OFFICERS AND CREW. 


Our recommendations are as follows : — 

1.—Any measure preventing the free employment of 
foreign seamen on British ships is undesirable ; and 
it is important that restrictions should not be placed 
either in the United Kingdom or in the British 
Dominions on the employment of Asiatic or coloured 
seamen whether British subjects or not. 

2.—The master should always be a natural-born British 
subject. As regards other officers, we should 
welcome the ultimate adoption of a similiar rule, 
were it practicable; but we doubt whether in exist- 
ing circumstances it would be wise to handicap 
shipping by any such general rule. . 

3.—If the Government adopt a general policy of restrict- 
ing the employment after the war of enemy aliens 
in essential industries, these restrictions should, 
for such time as they may be in force, apply to 
shipping. 

4.—Pilots’ certificates should be given to naiural-born 
British subjects only. 

ConrERENCE AGREEMENTS. 

Conference agreements are the corollary of economic con- 
ditions, and, so long as maritime competition exists it would 
be inexpedient to prohibit them. In the case of agreements 
with foreign companies, it might, in our opinion, be desirable 
that copies should be furnished confidentially to His 
Majesty’s Government, in order that the Departments con- 
cerned may be in possession of all the facts necessary for 
the safeguarding of British interests in peace and in war. 

RECOMMENDATIONS (DEVELOPMENT OF 

SHIPPING FACILITIES). 
IMPERIAL Main SvpsIpIgs. 
Our conclusion on the subject of Imperial Mail Subsidies 
may be suminarised as follows :— 

1.—Whilst we are in hearty agreement with any 
measures designed to connect the scattered parts of 
the Empire, we do not think that the best interests 
of the Empire would be served oy the subsidised 
mail services recommended in the Report of the 
Dominions Royal Commission; nor do we think 
that their further suggestion, that the grant of 
mail subsidies might be made subject to the ship- 
owner accepting conditions amounting in certain 
circumstances to the control of freights by the State, 
would be conducive to the wider interests of trade 
and shipping. 

2.—We consider that mail subsidies should amount 
simply to payment for service rendered; or, where 


SHIPPING AND SHIPBUILDING AFTER THE WAR— 
continued, 
at the instance of the Government, mail or other 
services, which are commercially unremunerative, 
are undertaken for Imperial purposes, the subsid 
would naturally have to make good the loss incurred. 
3.—We believe that in general the best results would 
be obtained by avoiding, where practicable, exclusive 
mail contracts and by sending mails and parcels at 
rates which would represent full payment for 
_services rendered by the steamers of any line which 
came up to a prescribed minimum speed and other 
standards laid down. 





DEVELOPMENT OF IMPERIAL HARBOURS. 


he recommendations of the Dominions Royal Commission 
on this subject are in many respects valuabie. We think, 
however, that the first duty of H.M. Government must be 
the restoration of the ordinary liner and tramp services on 
which the bulk of the Empire’s trade will always depend. 
The vessels required for this trade are of a size able to 
make use of existing harbours and ordinary routes; and the 
deepening of harbours for large mail steamers should, in 
our opinion, be reserved till after the transition period, 
during which public expenditure should be confined to more 
urgent work, such as the improvement of ports in the United 
Kingdom. The Suez Canal route is the shortest to some cf 
our most important Oversea Dominions and Possessions, and 
will, therefore, continue to be the chief route for our trade 
with these territories. 


IMPROVED COMMUNICATIONS WITH RussIA AND ITALY. 


We submit certain observations, summarised below, with 
regard to Resolution C. 11. of the Paris Economic Conference, 
of June, 1916, in its bearing on improved communications 
with hussia and Italy :— 

1.—The real strength of British shipping lies in the 
ocean rather than in the home trades; and no gain 
in the latter could compensate for a serious loss of 
ground in the former. 

2.— lhe obstacle to shipping developments with Russia 
has been the unfavourabie treatment accorded to 
British shipping; and in this connection we refer 
to certain remarks on the subject contained in our 
Interim Report on the Control Stations and the 
Atlantic Kmigrant Traffic. Since that Report was 
submitted, the Russian situation has profoundly 
changed; and it is, therefore, impossible to make 
any specific suggestions which could be of value. If, 
however, national treatment is conceded to British 
shipping in respect of passengers, we believe that 
little difficulty would be experienced in iaproving 
without artificial aid the shipping facilities between 
this country and Russia. 

3.—As regards Italy, certain economic facts connected 
with the geographical position of that country should 
not be lost sight of. We are not aware that the 
direct steamship services between this country and 
Italy by the long sea route past Gibraltar were 
inadequate for the traffic offering; nor do we think 
that any useful purpose would be served by attempt- 
ing after the war to improve artificially the means 
for direct shipment. 


RECOMMENDATIONS (DOMESTIC 
ORGANISATION). 

Although, before the war, the British lines tended 
increasingly to form larger combinations, these combinations 
worked independently of one another and of the large but 
scattered tramp interest. We think that British shipowners 
ought not to disregard the tendency of modern industry 
towards closer organisation, since united action on the part 
of foreign shipping can only be met effectively by similar 
action on the part of British shipping. We are of opinion, 
for example, that systematic rate cutting by foreign lines, 
such as forced the British lines to carry goods to New Zealand 
at lower rates from Continental than from British ports, 
can be met more readily by the united action of British 
shipping than by administrative action. It is for British 
shipowners themselves to devise the best methods of bringing 
united action into play. 


2 


THe RAILWAYS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


For the purpose of assisting British trade, and particularly 
the export trade, after the war, we make the following 
suggestions : — 

1.—The pooling of trucks, which has proved so beneficial 
during the war, should certainly be continued 
during the period of reconstruction, when our rail- 
way facilities will be taxed to the utmost. 

9?.-.-The railway companies might well contemplate the 
grant of lower rates, especially for large consign- 
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ments intended for export, wherever traffic condi- 
tions appear to warrant such a course. 


3.—It is for the merchants and manufacturers of this 
country to consider the means by which results, 
similar to those achieved by the ‘‘Spedzteurs’’ for 
German trade and by the Express Companies for 
American trade, may be obtained for British trade. 
Experience has shown, however, that the system of 
forwarding agents is open to much abuse; and we 
should, therefore, prefer to see analogous functions 
exercised by the strong export associations which 
there is now a tendency to form. 


Port FACILITIES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The provision of port facilities appears to us of great 
importance to the retention by this country of its central 
shipping position ; and we think that H.M. Government ought 
not to be satisfied with any conditions which leave our 
principal ports at a disadvantage with foreign ports. Should 
it be decided after the war to undertake constructional 
schemes in the national interest, it is difficult to suggest any 
direction in which such energy could be expended with 
greater advantage to trade and shipping and to the welfare 
of the Empire as a whole. In view of the national importance 
of this question, H.M. Government ought, in our opinion, 
to be prepared to assist the Port Authorities in obtaining the 
funds necessary for the execution of any schemes deemed 
expedient. We make the following recommendations : — 

1 —The suggestions summarised below should be carried 
into effect as and when conditions permit: 


(a) Ports should be provided with adequate rail- 
way and road facilities at the quays. 

(b) The principal ports should be provided with 
modern appliances and with labour-saving 
machinery of all kinds to the fullest extent 
necessary. 

(c) There should be ample warehouse accommoda- 
tion for goods; and the abuse of quay-side 
space for the storage of goods, which leads to 
congestion, should be prevented. 

The above suggestions apply with especial force 

to London and Liverpool, the two ports through 
which the greater part of our oversea trade passes. 


2.—Should it be decided, whether for revenue or other 
purposes, to extend widely the range of duties on 
imported articies, the question of creating Free 
Ports in the United Kingdom would become a matter 
of pressing importance. It is essential that the 
position of the United Kingdom as a great tranship- 
ment and entrepdt centre should not be impaired. 
and the best means of safeguarding these national 
interests would undoubtedly be by the establishment 
of free Customs areas on a large scale at the ports 
principally concerned. 


3.—We are in agreement with the sugezestion that a 
measure of relief might be afforded to the ports 
and to the railways by a better utilisation of our 
eanals and inland waterways particularly for bulk 
traffic. 


4.—-It is of the utmost importance during the transition 
period, when we shall be suffering from a grave 
depletion not only of our merchant shipping but 
also of our railways, to make the most economic use 
of such plant as will be left to.us. We wish, there- 
fore, to call attention to the need of taking early 
steps to secure the release from the colours, im- 
mediately the war ends, of as many transport 
workers as possible. in order to prepare the way 
not onlv for demobilisation, but also for the demands 
of trade which will follow the conclusion of peace. 
This point is, in our opinion, vital to reconstruction. 


GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS. 


While we do not desire any relaxation of rules necessary to 
secure safety at sea, these rules should be as elastic as 
possible. The experience of the war has shown that con- 
siderable latitude mav be allowed without serious risk in 
certain of these regulations; and we would suggest that the 
whole question of safetv regulations should be reviewed by 
the Government in the light of this experience in its bearing 
on the regulations in auestion. It is essential that the 
effective tonnage available during reconstruction should not 
be reduced by the strict enforcement of any rules that can 
possibly be relaxed. 





Licut DvEs. 


We agree with the Joint Committee of the Chamber of 
Shipping of the United Kingdom and the T.iverpool Steam- 
ship Owners’ Association that the cost of lighting the coast 
ought more properly to be borne by the State than by 
merchant shipping. 
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TAXATION. 


Besides the proposals made in Part I of this Report, we 
make the following further recommendations : — 


1.—Industry should be freed at the earliest possible 
moment from the burden of war taxation in order 
that industria) recovery may not be grievously 
delayed. Especially is this necessary in the case of 
shipping where a considerable portion of the plant 
of the industry has been liquidated. 


2.—It is important that in the Reconstruction Period 
every inducement should be given to the British 
shipowner to restore the efficiency of his fleet by the 
early replacement of obsolete tonnage. The allow. 
ance for depreciation should, therefore, in no circum- 
stances be less than 5 per cent. on the first eost of 
the vessel ; and special provision should be made for 
exceptional depreciation in the value of vessels 
built or acquired on the basis of war prices. 


FREIGHTs. 


We have pointed out the danger of any attempt to control 
freights after the war. Such control cannot, for the reasons 
there given, be confined to commodities of primary import- 
ance or to particular trade routes. It would have to embrace 
all British shipping and the commodities carried in the. 
ships. The ultimate consequence must be the elimination 
of private enterprise in foreign trade. During the period 
of reconstruction, the only safe course will be to allow 
free play to the freight market, but to devise means, by 
taxation or otherwise, whereby competition for freight space. 
for raw materials, and for labour, will be confined to essential 
or productive industries. If circumstances compel the 
Government for a time to retain complete control of a great 
staple commodity such as wheat, it should charter tonnage 
or freight space in the open market and charge in its own 
accounts whatever rate it chooses to suit the policy adopted 
with regard to the selling price. 

mee following further considerations must be borne in 
mind : — 


1.—No policy could be satisfactory which did not 
recognise transport competition equally with trade 
competition. The shipowner is faced with foreign 
competition no less than the trader; and State 
action, so far as it fettered the freedom of the ship- 
owner in meeting such competitiou, would ultimately 
result in a shrinkage of marine enterprise and, 
therefore, in the facilities afforded to the trader. 


2.—In shipping, as in other industries, large scale enter- 
prise is essential, if rates are to be moderate. 

3..—Shipping is not merely a liability—a necessity for a 
eountry which has access to other markets only 
across the sea. It is an asset of high value for the 
nurposes of trade in péace, and it is indispensable 
in war. - 


A Boarp oF INVESTIGATION. 


We are convinced that the permanent regulation of freight 
rates by the Government would be highly detrimental to the 
wider interests of British merchants and manufacturers, 
whose needs can onlv he satisfied by a great and efficient 
mercantile marine. Complaints made by traders in the past 
have artsen largely from factors due to international competi- 
tion; and we have suggested that the remedy is to be sought 
mainly in a better organisation of British shipping. We 
would, however, make the following further suggestions : — 

1.—A Board of Investigation appears to us desirable in 
the interests alike of traders and of shipowners. It 
should be so constituted as to be in a position to 
appreciate the needs both of trade and of shipping, 
and to give full weight to the position of this 
country as a maritime nation. The Board’s powers 
should not go beyond investigation, conciliation. 
and. where deemed expedient, the publication cf its 
findings. 

2.—-Even more important is the growth of strong trade 
associations among traders themselves. which, by 
their influence, would be able to meet the Shipping 
Conferences on equal terms. Co-operation on such 
lines is bound to conduce to the welfare of both 
sides. 

ConcLUSION. 


The needs of the nation can only be focussed in their 
entirety by the Government, and we would suggest that the 
primary function of the Government during the process of 
Reconstruction should be to watch that process, to co- 
ordinate individual efforts and to render to industry all the 
assistance that can be rendered, without impeding the 
general progress by restrictive action or by measures whicl: 
could only operate as checks on the national recovery. 


_ 
—_—— 
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Notes on Trade. 


[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,’”’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
-_ ‘eee of the text of the documents them- 
selves. 








EXPORTS TO DENMARK AND HOLLAND. 

Aiter consultation with the United States and Allied 
Governments, the Director of the War Trade Depart- 
ment has issued a revised and enlarged schedule 
applicable to the export of goods to Denmark and 
Holland as from 25th June. This schedule (which is 
published in our ‘‘Government Notices’’ Section 
to-day) is in substitution of those attached to announce- 
ments which appeared in the ‘‘ Journal’’ of 21st 
February and 16th May, with regard to the grant of 
licences for the export of certain goods to Scandinavia 
and Holland. 

Exporters and others who have already sent in 
applications for licences for the export to Denmark and 
Holland of any of the goods specified, and who have 
been informed that consideration of their applications 
has been deferred pending a further announcement, 
are requested to renew the attention of the War Trade 
Department to their applications, and to quote in 
each case the reference number which has already been 
furnished. 

It should, however, be understood that it will only 
be possible to grant licences in approved cases, and in 
so far as british and Allied requirements permit. 





SWEDISH AGREEMENT. 

For some months past negotiations have been in 
progress in London between representatives of the 
Allied Governments, including the United States, and 
representatives of the Swedish Government. These 
negotiations have now been completed, and an agree- 
ment between the Allies and Sweden has been signed 
and ratified by the Swedish Government. 

Under this agreement provision is made for the 
Allies to secure the services of Swedish shipping to 
the extent of 400,000 tons dead weight. ‘The agree- 
ment also provides for the granting of credits to the 
Allies in Sweden, and it regulates the export of Swedish 
ore as between the belligerent groups. The import of 
Swedish paper and pulp into this country under certain 
conditions is also arranged for. 

The Allies, for their part, undertake to facilitate 
the importation into Sweden of stipulated quantities 
of foodstuffs and other commodities required for 
Sweden’s trade and industries. These will be subject 
to control, and guarantees will be given against 
re-export either of the imported articles themselves 
or any of their products, or articles of similar character. 

The Swedish Government has been represented 
throughout these negotiations by Count Wrangel, 
Swedish Minister in London, Mr. Marc Wallenberg, 
and Mr. G. Carlsson. 





FORMATION OF FRENCH COMMERCIAL 
| BUREAU IN LONDON. 

The formation of a Bureau, called the ‘‘ Office Com- 
mercial Francais en Angleterre,’’ under the auspices of 
the French Chamber of Commerce in London and 
subject to the control of the French Ministries of Com- 
merce and Foreign Affaires, represented by the Com- 
mercial Attaché to the French Embassy in London, 
has been notified to the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence). In a circular, issued 
in French, it is stated that the Bureau has for its 
object the establishment and development by all means 
of commercial relations between French producers and 
British buyers, amd the promotion of the sale of French 
goods in the United Kingdom. It also seeks to promote 
the study of commercial products and methods (raw 
materials, manufacture, cost and sale prices, represen- 
tations, remittances, etc.), with a view to making them 

known to French exporters. 
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Among the methods to be employed to give effect 
to the above object will be the holding, at least four 
times a year of a Samples Exhibition of French pro- 
ducts. These will last for about a fortnight, and will be 
opened, by invitation, to French, British and Allied 
firms likely to be interested, and, during the last days 
of each exhibition, to the general public. Owing to 
present difficulties it is not expected that the first of 
these exhibitions will be held before the beginning of 
October next. 

It is also proposed to organise in the Offices of the 
Bureau smaller exhibitions of specialities, or the 
products of one firm, or group of firms, these exhibi- 
tions to last about ten days. 

Finally, the ‘‘ Office Commercial ’’ will act as an 
information bureau, giving for small fees the usuat 
information required by commercial houses. The 
tariff of charges for these services has been approved 
by the French Commercial Attaché in London. 

Further particulars may be obtained from the Office 
Commerciai Francais en Angleterre, 153, Queen 
Victoria Street, E.C. 4. 





GAS UNDERTAKINGS (STATUTORY PRICES), 


The Select Committee of the House of Commons 
which was appointed, on 22nd April last, to consider 
and report upon the position of Gas Undertakings whose 
circumstances have been injuriously affected by causes 
arising out of the war, have issued their report. The 
Committee recommend :— 


1. That, with the view of maintaining in the public 
interest the stability of Gas Undertakings, some provision 
should be made for the temporary modification of Statutory 
requirements with regard to price and dividend in the case 
of Gas Undertakings whose financial circumstances have 
been injuriously affected by causes arising out of the War. 

2. In the case of any Company operating under the Sliding 
Scale or the Maximum price Systems whose dividend on its 
ordinary stock or shares has been reduced to one half of the 
standard or maximum rate, or to one half of its average 
dividend calculated on the three financial years immediately 
preceding the War (whichever may be the smaller), the 
Sliding Scale or Maximum price shall cease to operate, and 
the Company shall be entitled to charge such price for gas 
az may be held by the Board of Trade to be sufficient to 
provide such costs of manufacture and distribution as are 
properly chargeable to revenue account and such additional 
sum as will enable the Company to pay a dividend on its 
ordinary stock or shares at the rate of one half the standard 
dividend or one half the pre-war dividend calculated in the 
manner set out above, whichever may be the smaller. 

83. That all Gas Undertakings belonging to Municipal or 
Urban Authorities shall be entitled to increase the charge 
for supplying gas beyond the statutory maximum charge to 
such an extent as may be necessary to pay the actual cost 
incurred for such manufacture and distribution, but such 
increase shall in no case exceed one half the statutory price 
fixed for such Undertaking. 

4. In order to ascertain whether a claim for increase can 
be established the Auditor of any Gas Undertaking seeking 
modification shall certify to the Board of Trade (or in case 
of Municipal or Urban Authorities owning gas works to the 
Loca} Government Board) that the position of the Gas 
Undertaking has been financially affected as set out in the 
preceding clauses, and shall further certify the amount 
required te be charged per thousand cubic feet for gas in 
order to meet the cost of manufacture and distribution, 
properly chargeable to revenue and in the case of a Company 
to pay such rate of dividend as is referred to in Clause 2 
hereof, and the Board of Trade or the Local Government 
Board (as the case may be) may upon being satisfied of the 
correctness of the accounts upon which such certificate is 
based forthwith authorise an increase in the price per 
thousand cubic feet chargeable to the consumer to such an 
amount 28 will be sufficient to cover such cost and to pay 
such dividend. 

5. That the provisions ahove recommended should be 
carried into effect by general legislation and not by private 
Bill. 

6. That the provisions above recommended should have 
effect during the continuance of and for one year after the 
termination of the War, and for such further period as the 
Board of Trade may by Provisional Order (subject to con- 
firmation by Parliament) determine. 
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AUSTRALIAN PROHIBITION OF IMPORTATION 
OF “ BOSCH ” MAGNETOS. ; 


The High Commissioner for Australia has received 
a cablegram from the Prime Minister’s Department, 
Melbourne, intimating that Mr. Jensen, the Common- 
wealth Minister for Trade and Customs, has decided 
to prohibit the importation from any country of 
magnetos bearing the word ‘‘ Bosch.’’ It is explained 
that this action has been taken in order that the Com- 
monwealth may not be a party to maintaining a 
German trade-name for the ultimate benefit of German 
manufacturers after the War. 





AUSTRALIAN IMPORT REGULATIONS. 

The High Commissioner for Australia has received 
from the Commonwealth Department of Trade and 
Customs a supply of copies of a pamphlet which sets 
out the requirements of the Commerce (Trade Descrip- 
tions) Act and Regulations so far as they relate to the 
marking of apparel and jewellery imported into 
Australia. Manufacturers, exporters and _ others 
interested, may obtain copies, free of charge, from the 
High Commissioner’s Office, Australia House, Strand, 


London, W.C. 2. 





THE WHITLEY COMMITTEE ON COMPULSORY 
ARBITRATION. 

In a further report on the relations between em- 
ployers and employed the Whitley Committee declare 
definitely against any system of compulsory arbitra- 
tion. The grounds for this decision are that it is not 
generally desired by employers and employed, that 
it hag not proved a successful method of avoiding 
strikes during the war, and that it would be less likely 
to be successful in time of peace. 

The Committee also pronounce against any scheme 
of conciliation which would compulsorily suspend a 
strike or lock-out pending an inquiry. They, however, 
advocate the continuance of the present machinery 
for voluntary conciliation and arbitration, and hope 
that the setting up of joint industrial councils will tend 
to the growth of such machinery. There should also 
be some means for holding an independent inquiry 
into the circumstances of a dispute, and for making 
an authoritative pronouncement on it, without the 
compulsory power of delaying the strike or lock-out. 

Their main constructive suggestion is that a Standing 
Arbitration Council should be established on the lines 
of the present temporary Committee on Production. 
To this council disputants would be able voluntarily to 
refer such differences as they are themselves unable to 
settle. 

They suggest, further, that single arbitrators should 
be available for less important cases which could be 
heard locally, and that the Standing Arbitration Council 
should take steps to secure the co-ordination of arbi- 
trators’ decisions. The Committee are opposed to the 
enforcement of awards and agreements by means of 
monetary penalties. 





PROVISIONING SCALE FOR MERCHANT SHIPS. 

Negotiations have been in progress for some time 
past between the Ministry of Food, the Ministry of 
Shipping and the Board of Trade, on the one hand, and 
“the associations representing shipowners, ship’s officers, 
and seamen of all grades in the Mercantile Marine, on 
the other. It has been sought to modify by voluntary 
agreement the provisioning scale for seamen as laid 
down in the Merchant Shipping Acts, and a satisfactory 
arrangement has been now reached which will, it is 
hoped, result in a substantial foo(l economy. 

The officers and men have agreed to a reduction 
of one-half in the meat ration, so that their daily 
allowance will become three-quarters of a lb. of fresh 
meat, or, alternately, half a pound of salted and pre- 
served meat. They will receive as a set-off two ounces 
a day of bacon and three pounds a week of potatoes. 
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CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER SERVICE, 


The Minister of Trade and Commerce for Canada 
announces important alterations in the allocation of 
districts covered by the offices of the Canadian Gov- 
ernment ‘Trade Commissioners in the United Kingdom. 
They are now as follows:— 

London: Office of the Chief Trade Commissioner, 78, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

Middlesex, Surrey, Essex, Kent, Sussex, Hamp- 
shire, Oxford, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire, Cambridge, Nor- 
folk and Suffolk. 

Liverpool: Century Building, 31, North John Street. 
Lancashire, except Manchester district, York- 
shire, Westmoreland, Cumberlan\d, Northumber- 
land, Durham and North Lincolnshire. 

Manchester: 4, St. Ann’s Square. 

Manchester, Cheshire, Shropshire, South Lin- 
colnshire, Staffordshire, Derbyshire, Notting- 
ham, Leicester, Rutland, Northampton and 
North Wales. 

Bristol: Sun Building, Clare Street. 

Hereford, Worcester, Warwick, Gloucester, 
Somerset, Wilts, Dorset, Devonshire, Cornwall 
and South Wales. 

Glasgow: 87, Union Street. 

The whole of Scotland and Ireland. 

The Commissioners are in a position to supply infor- 
mation about Canadian export trade and the resources 
and products of Canada, and invite enquiries from 
United Kingdom firms interested. 





RUSSIAN, FINNISH AND SCANDINAVIAN 
SECTION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
OVERSEAS TRADE. 

The Russian, Finnish and Scandinavian Section of 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence) has been removed temporarily to offices 
in 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1, for purposes of 
convenience. 

Correspondence intended for the Department of 
Overseas Trade, relating to questions in Russia, Fin- 
land, and Scandinavia, should, however, continue to 
be addressed to 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2, 
unless otherwise indicated. 





NEW PAPER RESTRICTION ORDER. 

The Board of Trade have issued a further Paper 
Restriction Order (No. 2, of 1918), dated the 17th June, 
in place of that issued on 27th February last. The 
new Order effects certain alterations in the paper 
supply priority scheme instituted by the Paper Restrie- 
tion Order (No. 5 of the 2nd July, 1917), anid varies 
the proportion of previous supplies of paper which 
customers can claim from suppliers according to 
whether the goods are made from imported or home- 
produced materials. Certain further alterations in 
the former paper restriction regulations are also made 
by the Order, the full text of which is printed in the 
“Government Notices ’’ Section. 





EXPORT OF TOOTH BRUSHES. 

The Director of the War ‘Trade Department 
announces that licences for the export of tooth brushes 
cannot at present be granted, save in exceptional cir- 
cumstances. After the requirements of His Majesty’s 
Government have been satisfactorily met, it will be 
possible to resume consideration of applications as 
heretofore. 





BURMA CUTCH FOR FRANCE. 

The Director of the War Trade Department 
announces that he is now prepared to entertain appli- 
cations for licence to export to France very limited 
quantities of Burma Cutch, to meet the essential 
requirements of the French Fishing Industry. 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN MAY. 


The imports into the United Kingdom in May were 
valued at over six million pounds more than in April. The 
value of exports also shows an increase of over six million 
pounds, of which nearly five million pounds is accounted 
for in the total for exports of produce and manufactures 
of the United Kingdom. The significance of comparisons 
with a year ago is limited by the exclusion before July, 
1917, of the value of a part of the goods which were, at 
the time of importation or exportation, the property of 
the Government. 

The following table gives, under the three principal 
classes of articles, the values for May and April, 1918, for 
May, 1917, and for the five months ended May, 1918, and 
May, 1917. 


a 











Fae 


Ss «tt _ oo : 
cs. 8882 5 £ SS & 
gg 32° 2°25 g8y3 
Se8 S228 3295 8298 
3° 8 a pF 
Thousand. Thousand. Thousand. Thousand. 
£ ; £ £ 
May 1918 :— E 
Smee panivedieaeaae 70,188 30,669 24,484 125,884 
Exports : " 
rrr 1,106 5,044 37,228 44,967 
Foreign and 
Colonial ....... 231 2,136 1,033 3,400 
April, 1918:— 
es ere 59,5138 34,641 24,777 119,833 
Exports : 
ree 1 ,006 4,715 32,714 40,071 
Foreign and 
Colsnial sida 188 1,010 942 2,141 
May, 1917 :— : 
ERPOTER cn ne cceseese 45,354 29,479 12,504 87,626 
Exports : 
rere 1,164 6,386 34,371 43,437 
Foreign and 
Colonial ...... 389 4,450 1,493 6,336 
Five months Jan.-May, 1918 :— A 
er eree 240,778 191,042 115,298 550,588 
Exports : 
RN | <dsdaasuenes 5,061 24,562 164,488 201,806 
Foreign and 
Colonial _....... 1,256 7,689 5,707 14,663 
Five months Jan.-May, 1917 :— 
rere 194,332 152,660 65,166 414,514 
Exports : 
British ............ 8.098 27,619 163,398 207,496 
Foreign and 
Colonial _...... 4,087 26,396 9,305 39,818 


The increase of over 101 million pounds, compared with 
the previous month, in the total value of food, drink and 
tobacco imported in May, was accounted for chiefly by 
increases of over 53 million pounds in the value of grain 
and flour, of over 34 million pounds in the value of meat, 
and of nearly two million pounds in the value of other 
non-dutiable articles in this class. These large increases 
in value do not appear to have been due in any important 
degree to increased prices. Articles classed as raw materials 
and mainly unmanufactured show a decrease of nearly four 
million pounds, wool being valued at over three and a quarter 
million pounds less than in April, with a corresponding fall- 
ing off in the quantity of wool received. The miscellaneous 
articles of this class show a decrease of one million pounds, 
which was mainly due to a falling off in the receipts of 
rubber. The value of oil seeds, nuts, oils, fats and gums 
imported was greater than in the previous month by over 
one and a half million pounds. Articles classed as wholly 
or mainly manufactured were imported to about the same 
value as in the month of April. There were increases, how- 
ever, of over a half-million pounds in the value of manu- 
factured silk, of one and a quarter million pounds in the 
value of chemicals, drugs, dyes and colours, and of nearly 
one million pounds in the value of aeroplanes, airships, etc., 
and parts thereof, while metals and manufactures thereof 
were valued at two and a half million pounds less in May 
than in April. 

In the total increase of nearly five million pounds in the 
value of exports of produce and manufactures of the United 
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Kingdom the most important items were an increase of 
nearly two million pounds in the value of yarns and textile 
fabrics, and an increase of over one million pounds in the 
value of motor cars and parts thereof. 

The rise of one and a quarter million pounds in the value of 
exports of foreign and colonial merchandise in May, as com- 
pared with April, was largely due to increased shipments 
of wool and rubber. 





BRITISH INDIA. 


TANNING INDUSTRY IN SOUTH INDIA. 
Post-War Prospects. 


The Madras Government have recently been considering 
the prospects of the tanning industry after the war. The 
position, so far as can be foreseen, will be that while the 
Madras hides will have earned a great reputation, they will 
be confronted by two dangers, viz., competition from North 
India and re-introduction of adulteration. The best method 
of preventing adulteration is being considered both by 
Government and by the trade. | 

The pre-eminence of the South India tanneries, the 
Madras Government states in a Press communiqué, is due 
to the fact that the avaram bark is perhaps the best tanning 
agent for the production of soft and good leather by un- 
skilled labour, and is only found in South India. It is not 
due to the number of the raw hides available, for most of 
the hides come from North India. Thus, of the two raw 
materials required for tanning, the tanning material and 
the hides, South India possesses the first, but not the second, 
while North India possesses the second, but not the first. 


COMPETITION OF NORTHERN INDIA. 


Tanneries in Northern India have been working for the 
last year to discover a tanning mixture from indigenous 
materials which can turn out a leather as good as avaram- 
tanned leather. They have obtained exceedingly cheap 
tanning mixtures, but so far nothing quite so good as 
avaram. They have, however, obtained surprisingly good 
results, and this makes it the more necessary that the normal 
price of avaram should be much reduced. If the Madras 
trade is to survive, the normal price of avaram should he 
reduced to about 10 rupees to 15 rupees per candy. 


ARRANGEMENTS FoR SUPPLY OF AVARAM. 


This can be done by planting avaram like coffee and tea, 
instead of wandering after it over miles of country. Sown 
in furrows three feet apart, it grows into a dense plantation, 
which can be cut all the year round and should yield from 
two to four candies per acre. Collectors have there- 
fore been instructed to take into favourable considera- 
tion applications for lands for growing avaram, and 
the ‘‘darkhast’’ rules will not be applied in dealing 
with such applications. The conditions will be as follows :— 
No assessment will be charged for the first four years, after 
which full assessment will be ckarged. At least a quarter 
of the land should be planted up every year. The land will 
be resumable at any time without compensation if it is not 
kept up under plantation with avaram. ‘These penal con- 
ditions are necessary to guard against land grabbers, but will 
not be used unfairly against bona-fide assignees who satisfy 
Government with regard to any breach of the above 
conditions. 








THE NATURAL INDIGO INDUSTRY. 

With the cutting-off of the supplies of synthetic indigo 
from Germany since the outbreak of war, the natural indigo 
industry has come into its own, and the cultivation of the 
crop has considerably increased. While the total area under 
this crop in 1914-15 was only 148,400 acres, in 1915-16 it rose 
to 353,100, and in 1916-17 to 756,400 acres. 

The greatest increase, both relative and absolute, occurred 
in the Madras Presidency and in the United Provinees, 
where the industry is mainly in the hands of small holders and 
the dye manufactured is of an inferior quality. In Bihar, 
where a superior type of dye is manufactured, mainly in 
large factories, the increase of area in 1916-17 was about 33 
per cent. as compared with 1915-16. The yield of indigo 
increased from 55,100 cwt. in 1915-16, to 95,500 ewt. in 1916- 
17, Madras contributing two-thirds of the total production. 
Both the acreage and output in 1916-17 were, however, only 
half of what they were in 1895, when the synthetic indigo 
came into the market. The forecast for 1917-18 puts the 
acreage at 690,€00 and the output at 87,800 ewt. 

The future of the indigo industry depends, firstly, on the 
provision of a good and sufficient amount of seed; secondly, 
on an increase in the output of green leaf per acre; thirdly, 
on improvement in manufacture; fourthly, on organisation 
in marketing; and fifthly, on the elimination of the praetice 
of adulteration. 
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The problem of seed supply for Bihar has continued to 
receive the attention of the Botanical Section at Pusa. The 
authorities have come to the conclusion that the type of 
plant selected must be a rapidly-growing, early-flowering, 
bushy form, with a large proportion of the lateral roots com- 
paratively near the surface, because experience has shown 
that this type of plant successfully withstands the monsoon 
in Bihar. 

In Madras the question centres in the replacing of the 
Sumatrana plant by the Java variety. A small quantity of 
seed of the latter variety was obtained by the local Agricul- 
tural Department in 1916, and is being tried on Departmental 
farms. If the Java variety can be successfully grown in 
Madras, it will not only give an increased yield, but also 
form a source of seed supply for Bihar. 





CEYLON. 


EXPORTS OF COCONUT PALM PRODUCTS IN 
1917. 


The Report of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce for the 
year ended 3lst December, 1917, states that a considerable 
decrease took place in the exports of products of the coconut 
palm during the year. Coconut oil, however, was an excep- 
tion. 





CorRA. 

From January to May, tonnage to the United Kingdom 
and France was, to a certain extent, obtainable, and prices 
ruled between 37.00 rupees and 56.50 rupees per candy. From 
June onwards practically all the exports went to India, the 
total quantity shipped being 308,791 cwt. as compared with 
325 cwt. in 1914. Of the 308,791 cwt., probably 30,000 cwt. 
were transhipped at Bombay for Marseilles, but the increased 
quantity, presumably for consumption in India, is remark- 
able. During the latter half of the year, owing to the 
absence of tonnage, the market rapidly declined, business 
being done at 30 rupees per candy. 

The shipments to the United Kingdom, France, and 
Denmark show a big decline, while exports to Holland total 
72,429 cwt., against nil for the previous year. 


Coconut OIL. 


Shipments show an increase of 105,890 cwt. on the 1916 
figures, the total shipments being 428,206 cwt. Of this 
quantity approximately 84,000 cwt. were shipped in execu- 
tion of Government contracts. There was practically no 
trading with the United States and Russia, but increased 
shipments to the United Kingdom more than counter- 
balanced this. Very little business was reported throughout 
the year. In May 515 rupees per ton was paid, but towards 
the end of the year business was done at 435 rupees per ton. 


DESICCATED CocoNuUT. 


Exports show a decrease of 4,231,680 lb., equivalent to 
about 33,000 cases, as compared with the previous year. The 
import of this article into the United Kingdom up to 28th 
February, 1918, was restricted to 50 per cent. of the quantity 
imported in 1916, being approximately 10,338,837 lb., but 
ap te 3lst December, 1917, only 9,673,218 lb. were shipped. 


Totat Exports For 1917. 


1916. 1917. 
ick cieinasia di 322,316 cwt. 428,206 cwt. 
SL: disdeiiieminiiiimaaeniiinin 1,284,573 cwt. 750,488 ewt. 
Desiccated Coconut ...... 34,308,454 lb. 30,076,774 Ib. 
Coconut Poonac ............ ‘79,676 cwt. 44,274 cwt. 
DIL: ; enthicusinicabuneeinll 4,079,608 nuts. 3,668,811 nuts. 





ENEMY FIRM WOUND UP. 

The same issue of the ‘‘Gazette’’ contains a Notice, dated 
15th March, under the Enemy Firms Liquidation Ordinance, 
No. 20, 1916, declaring that Mr. F. A. Follen is an ‘‘Enemy 
Firm’’ within the meaning of this Ordinance, and that Mr. 
P. G. D. Bell has been appointed liquidator for the purpose 
of winding up the business of this firm. 

A copy of the above-mentioned ‘‘Gazette’’ may be con- 
sulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Office of 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 





AUSTRALIA. 


PROPOSED ORGANISATION FOR TRADE 
AFTER THE WAR. 
A scheme for the organisation of Australian Industry and 
Trade after the war was outlined by the Prime Minister 


to the Chamber of Manufacturers, at Melbourne, in 
February. 
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The lines which the Prime Minister considered such a 
scheme of organisation should take were as follows :— 

1.—The unit of the scheme would be the association re. 
presenting each industry, primary and secondary. This will 
be composed of all the producers or manufacturers of an 
industry forming themselves into an association. 

2.—There will be a General Council of Commerce and 
Industry, composed of representatives.from the various asso. 
ciations. 

3.—There will be a Department of Commerce and In. 
dustry, and a Minister of Commerce and Industry. A first- 
class business man will be appointed as permanent head of 
this Department. There will be joined with him other 
experts representing primary and secondary industries. 

4.—The Science and Industry Bureau, placed on a per- 
manent basis, and thoroughly equipped and staffed, will be 
an integral part of the organisation, and be at the disposal 
of the Department of Commerce and Industry, and of the 
various industrial associations. 

5.—Trade representatives will be appointed in the prin- 
cipal overseas markets. 


FUNCTIONS OF ASSOCIATIONS OF MANUFACTURERS. 


It was further stated that the object of the associations 
would not be political or general, but economic, and con- 
fined within the limits of their particular industry. Their 
function would not be to produce (that would remain in 
the hands of the individual as at present), but to consider 
and advise upon all the circumstances of the industry, in- 
cluding that of production, distribution, sale and finance. 

In the export trade the Councils would decide what 
markets it was desirable to exploit, and determine the best 
methods of pushing the products of the industry therein. 
For this purpose they would act through the Department of 
Commerce and Industry. which would have trade representa- 
tives in various foreign countries, collecting information as 
to the possibilities of such markets, supplying potential 
buyers with full and detailed particulars of Australian pro- 
ducts, and pushing trade by systematic propaganda. 


FUNCTIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT. 


The Department of Commerce and Industry would be the 
link between the associations of manufacturers and the 
Government, and the centre from which would radiate all 
the activities of the organisation. It would be the authority 
to which all proposals for legislative and other action neces- 
sary for the welfare of the industries would be submitted 
for approval; it would, in conjunction with the general 
council of associations, shape a policy for expanding trade, 
improving methods and establishing new industries. When 
legislative or financial assistance was required it would make 
such recommendations as it deemed necessary. 


CoMBINATION FOR Export PURPOSES. 


On the question of finance, an individual manufacturer 
could not afford the money necessary to push his products 
in the overseas markets, but if all the manufacturers in an 
industry were in one association, and desired to secure a 
footing in any overseas market, then the security offered 
to the bank would be incomparably more valuable, and if 
the Board of Commerce and Industry approved the proposal, 
the credit of the Commonwealth would be behind the enter- 
prise, and there would be no difficulty in obtaining from 
the banks whatever financial aid was necessary. 

The cost of the organisation would be defrayed partly by 
the Commonwealth as a whole and partly by a charge upon 
the industry affected, based upon the business actually done, 
as was now the case with the wheat and wool pools. There 
would be no interference with the individual producer or 
manufacturer. He could, if he thought fit, even ignore the 
recommendation of this council or refuse its aid. 

The suggestion of the Prime Minister that a conference 
representative of business and industrial interests should 
meet to consider his scheme has been acted upon. 

The Conference referred to above met and concluded its 
deliberations on the lst March. The suggestions put forward 
by the Prime Minister were adopted, the only important 
departure from them being in paragraph 3, which was 
amended as follows:-- 


Paragraph 3. (a) That the Conference approves of the 
appointment of one director; (b) that the Director be ap- 
pointed by the Government; (c) that the scheme, as far as 
possible, be made self-supporting by a levy or contribution, 
according to the discretion of the Council. 

Addressing the Conference at the conclusion of its labours, 
the Prime Minister stated that arrangements had been made 
for the appointment of a temporary General Council of 
nineteen members, referred to in paragraph 2 above. Pen4- 
ing the appointment of that body, a Committee of seven 
was appointed to advise and co-operate with the Ministry. 
Delegates would return to their respective organisations and 
recommend the adoption of the scheme. The Prime Minister 
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had every reason to believe that the work would be taken in 
hand with expedition and enthusiastically supported. The 
jatter would be brought before Parliament immediately it 
met, and legislative authority sought to give early effect 
to it. 

The Conference also agreed to a resolution inviting the 
co-operation of organised labour in this scheme. 





ee 


SEASON’S SAMPLE OF F.A.Q. WHEAT. 

A “fair average quality’’ standard sample of this season’s 
wheat has been forwarded by the Fremantle Chamber of 
Commerce. The average weight of this wheat has been 
fixed by the Fremantle and Perth Chambers at 60} lb. to 
the Imperial bushel. 

The sample may be inspected by British firms interested 
at the Enquiry Office of the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Jntelligence). 





ESTIMATE OF WHEAT YIELD, 1917-18. 
Official estimates of the wheat yields of the various 


Australian States for the season 1917-18, together with the 
yields for 1915-16 and 1916-17, are as follows :— 











1915-16. 1916-17. *1917-18. 

Bushels. Bushels. Bushels. 

Victoria ........ ... 58,521,706 51,162,438 38,660,175 
New South Wales... 67,323,390 36,743,500 43,557 ,G00 
South Australia ... 34,134,504 45,745,064 26,659,000 
West Australia 18,236,355 16,103,216 10,923,403 
Queensland ......... 414,438 2,463,141 1,500,600 
MRI  osenesecsses 993,790 348,330 379,575 
SEE kakscesarens 179,624,183 152,565,689 121,679,153 

* Estimated. 





SALE OF ELECTRICAL CABLES IN 
AUSTRALIA. 


The Department of Trade and Customs has decided to 
regard the use of the letters ‘‘C.M.A.”’ on the labels attached 
to imported wires and cables as an indication that the 
inanufacturers of the goods are associated with the British 
Cable Makers’ Association, and that the goods have heen 
manufactured in accordance with the specifications of the 
Association. ‘The use of the word ‘‘Association’’? when un- 
qualified is also to be regarded as having similar implica- 
tions. 

‘ihe Department has also decided that, statements such 
as the following .— 

‘“‘ouaranteed equal in all respects to ‘C.M.A.’ product 
of similar grade,”’ 
may be used on wires and cables manufactured by non- 
members of the British Cable Makers’ Association, provided 
the goods are thereby correctly described. 

In reply to a suggestion that, in addition to the foregoing, 
the maker’s name and country of origin shouid also be 
distinetly stated on the label, the Department point out that 
there is no power under the ‘‘Commerce (Trade Descrip- 
tions) Act, 1905,”’ to require the name of the manufacturer 
to be marked on imported wires and cables. A statement 
of country of origin is, of course, required to be marked in 
conjunction with any English wording applied to any goods 
made in a country where English is not the ordinary 
language used, and which are imported into the 
Commonwealth. 

H.M. Trade Comissioner will report in due course whether 
any testing arrangements are being devised by the Depurt- 
ment of Custonis and Trade, to ensure that goods imported 
by non-members of the Cable Makers’ Association are 
correctly described. 





CANADA. 


SUGGESTED WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 
ACT FOR NEW BRUNSWICK. 

A Workmen’s Compensation Act on the lines of the Nova 
Scotia Act has been recommended by a Commission which 
has been investigating the question for the Province of New 
Brunswick. The recommendations are: 

(1). To limit, by way of weekly or monthly payments, the 
amount payable to any one person, or his or her dependents, 
to 309 to 500 dols. This suggestion varies radically the other 
Acts, but we believe the limit should be fixed in the public 
interest. 

(2). That the Nova Scotia Act be again varied by a 
provision for first medical aid of a character to be determined 
by the Commission itself. 
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(3). That a system of merit rating be adopted so that the 
rate of assessment to each employer will be fixed to some 
extent upon the record of his own particular business. And, 
therefore, if the record of any particular industry were 
especially good, it could be noted in a general consideration 
of ali rates. 

(4). If it is possible, that consideration be given to a 
scale of specified payments in lieu of the weekly or monthly 
ones, as above described, in case of certain specified injuries. 

(5). That the Act only apply to those whose employers 
have filed their pay-rolls as may be provided by the Act, but 
that failure to comply shall leave the employer open to 
action at law. 

(6). That in order to keep a close watch ever each industry, 
that the provisions of the Factory Act be extended, so that 
it will be necessary for each engineer to have a ceritiiicate 
tor the special industry in which he is engaged, which shall 
set forth the date oi iis employment, and notice to be given 
to the Government of the termination of his engagement ; 
in other words, the Government should know at all times 
where each engineer is employed. 

(7). That negotiations be entered into with the Medical 
Society of New Brunswick to fix, if possible, fees for frst 
medical aid, or for other services which may be rendered 
under the Act. 

(3). That the five dollars monthly to be paid to each child 
be not limited to any number. 

(9). That provision be made to include occupational or 
industrial diseases. 

(10). When an employee is paid more than 1,000 dols. a 
year the Act shall only apply on that basis; to those who 
ure paid less than 6 dois. a week, full wages shall apply. 

(li). That the waiting period be fixed at seven days; no 
payment to be made tor any part of this time, unless in- 
capacitated tor that period, when compensation shall be 
paid trom date of injury. 

(12). Lhat provision be made to pay burial expenses in 
case of death of workman, the amount of which shall be 
limited in the Act to a specified sum, 

The Commission recommend that an Act be passed embody- 
ing the above suggestions, believing that trom an economic 
poiut ot view each industry should carry its own burden. in 
other words, that numan lie, human thought, human action, 
which have been impaired by injury arising out of, or in 
the ccurse otf employment, should be repaid by the industry 
which has caused the loss, which, thereiore, would carry the 
burden of debt to the individual; it would also thereby 
relieve the employer ot his present heavy liability. 





COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL MUSEUM AT 
MONTREAL. 

The Office of H.M,. ‘Trade Commissioner in Montreal re- 
ports that a Commercial and Industrial Museum is to be 
opened as an annexe of the Faculty of Commerce of a 
University in Montreal. 

‘he Director of the Museum states that room for the ex- 
hibits of at least 50 United Kingdom firms can be provided. 
Whilst he would like to have a good range of textile goods, 
there is to be no restriction to any particular class of trades. 
lt is particularly desired to illustrate, so far as is possible, 
complete processes of manufacture, as the object of the 
exhibition is partly educative. 

Further information can be obtained from the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 
where a pamphlet descriptive of the Museum can be con- 
sulted by United Kingdom firms interested. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 





OPERATIONS OF THE LAND AND 
AGRICULTURAL BANK. 

In the Report of the Land and Agricultural Bank of South 
Africa for the year ending 3lst December, 1917, it is stated 
that a net profit of £42,378 8s. 9d. has been placed to credit 
of the Reserve Fund, which now stands at £250,773 19s. 7d. 
The Board records that, since the inception of the Bank 
the Reserve Fund has not been charged with any loss in 
respect of any advance made by the Bank. 

The administration expenses were -617 per cent. of the 
funds administered, and the total earnings represent £5°16 
per cent. of the Bank’s capital. Interest due to the Bank 
during the year amounted to £181,858 5s. 10d., of which 
£168,599 17s. 2d. was collected, leaving an amount of 
£13,258 Ss. 8d. in arrear. The following table gives amounts 
advanced during the year, and the purposes for which they 
were made :— 





i716 THE BOARD OF TRADE JUULRNAL. 


mee ee ee ~~ —— ee ee ee 








June 20, L918 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE -—continued. 





ApvVANCEs Patp Out Durine 1917. 














Area, Discharge —_ 
(u) Advances uader — J —_ Existing wae _ 

Act No. 18 of Stock. Liabilities. Land. 

1912 :— £ £ x £ 

Transvaal ............ 47,777 44,399 75,250 272,799 
Urange Free State... 14,788 10,408 73,747 139,117 
SAME sacnxesenenninnons 14.774 8,380 38,831 45,615 
BOD. nacevssenrcennnnins 10,724 8,300 71,289 05,332 
§8,063 71,487 512,863 


259,117 








(6) Distress Relief 
Advances under 
Act No. 3U of 
jee 650 4,355 695 — 


Total ... £88,718 £75,842 £259,812 £512,563 

The Report, which includes a statement of the Assets and 

Liavilities of the Bank, and of the Profit and Loss Account 

for the period under review, can be consulted at the Depart- 
ment ot Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 














STRAITS SETTLEMENTS, 


PRINCIPAL IMPORTS FOR 1917. 

‘The following tabie, issued by the Imports and Exports 
Office, Singapore, shows the value in thousands of dollars 
(1 dollar=2s. 4d.) of the principal articles of merchandise 
imported from the United Kingdom, Continent of Europe, 
Japan, and United States of America during the year 1917: 





Continent Lniced © 

Principal Articles United of States ol 

lmported i\ingdom. Europe. Japan. America. 
1,000 f 1,000 1,000 
dols. dols. _ dols. dols. 
Apparel, hosiery, millin: iy, | 

etc. sei Se .- 2,664... BOL ... Lae ... 55 
Cotton piece goods ... 19,608 ... 1,166 ... 1,986 .. 67 
Yarn P a (2 <n a ea 
Sewing thread _... — Oe Bis 40 . 
Sarongs, selendangs and : 

Kains... wo Mi... M6..— ...— 
Woollen blankets ... saa 26 oe — +: de 
Woollen cloth ... SS Pa vi a 
Textiles, unenumerated ... —————EE lo 28 
Electrical machinery ad 245...  - 70... 148 
Engines, boilers and parts 318 ... za ee. | 
(ther machinery, 

unenumerated 769 ... S... 59... 300 
Hardware and cutlery en Ses Se ow 
[ron bar and nail rod . 4... — ... — « 6 
lron, corrugated ... i, 5. - . . 
lron nails, wire and rose = 3... 346 
[ronware ... ms on EE 0s 35... 207... 839 
Motor cars, motor cycles, | 

parts and accessories... 402 .. 18... 31... 2,485 
Steel " a 149... — ‘ ... 468 
‘Tin plates ... , 932 . 2.” | 191 
Tools, instruncent and : 

implements : 451 2 . 47... 289 
Aincware and zine 

sheathing oe a Sl .. i S ae 3 
Telegraph and telephone 

materials ‘ | 184 . 17... — 
Tramway and_ railway 

materials . : 38 .. ina) SO 95 
Carriage and carriage 

materials =. = 3=—oe ] 
Cement i 118 ... 9... 4B... — 
Chemicals .. Ae 387 ... Bh «sc ED «s- 39 
(rlass and glassware, in 

cluding bottles . 170 .. 47... 644... 7 
Bread and biscuits | TD Sag 5 RS igs Dg. Soe 
Drugs and medicine... 2600... 10... 22. 47 
Spirits (brandy, gin and 

whisky) ... a .. 1,138 1,018 m 1 
Malt liquors (beer and ale, 

porter and stout) me 956 ... 216... 660 .. 41 
Milk on 281 ... 1,056... 191 ... 1,802 


Provisions, tinned and 
bottled, excluding milk, 
butter, cheese, confec- 
tionery and biscuits ... 299 .. % ... 314... 223 

Tobacco, including cigars 


and cigarettes .. 3,252 .. 36 .. 22 ... 3,680 
Cycle parts and 
accessories bits aoe TE 6d ne ARE os 4 








‘ote.—The imports shown above represent goods sent to the 
different settlements for consumption and distribution, but do not 
include those articles exported to other countries via Singapore 
and Penang, either when transhipped direct or stored pending the 
vrrival of outgoing vessels. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE --continued. 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 





EXPORT TRADE IN 1917. 


A review of the trade of the Federated Malay States 
during 1917, made by the Chairman of the Chamber of 
Commerce, states that the trade amounted tu £40,283,212 
compared with £383,782,500 in 1916, and £27,104,620 in 1913. 
Ui this amount, the imports of merchandise were valued at 
£8,047,2U1, an increase of £387,874, or 44 per cent., over 
1916; while exports of merchandise were valued at 
£31,736,U11, an increase of £5,95U,0UU, or 23 per cent., over 
LY 16. 

TUNGSTEN ORES. 


in 1917 the export of tin amounted to 39,833 tons, a 
decline of 4,037 tous on the previous year’s export figures, 
but prices ruled higher and new records were estabtished. 
Un the other hand, a satisiactory increase in the export of 
tungsten ores was recorded. ‘there were produced and 
exported from these States in 1917, 419 tons of wolfram ore. 
his shows only a smali increase over 1916, but it is over 
oU per cent. greater than the exports of 1¥id. in addition 
there were 240 tons of woitram re-exported. his ore was 
won by separation of imported mixed ores. ‘lhe production 
of scheeiite was JY6 tons, being doubie that tor lyl6. With 
a tuial output of 710 tons for the year, an increase of about 
4UU tons was made over i916. ‘ihe remission of duty and the 
fixed price paid by the Government ior tungsten are given 
as leasons ior the increased production. 

Lhe export ot rubber was 79,831 tons, an increase of 27 
per cent. over 1916, and more than double the quantity 
exported in 1914. 





EUROPE. 





ITALY. 





PROPOSED HYDRO-ELECTRIC SCHEME FOR 
SICiLy. 

The Higher Council of Waters has declared itself in favour 
vi admitting for examination a scheme for certain hydro. 
electric developments in Sicily. 

the scheme includes the formation of two artificial lakes, 
of about six million cubic metres, on the Flascie torrent, at 
about 1,2U0 metres above sea level, the other on the Alcan- 
tara torrent, at about 1,180 metres above sea level, and with 
i capacity of about 24 million cubic metres. By means oi 
a special derivation channel the-waters of the former will be 
ciupticd into the iatver, A total of 3U,UUU,UUU0 cubic metres 
vi Water, Which are unnecessarily lost during the tiood, 
would be stored and utilised by means of these artificial 
lakes. 

Lhis electric plant wouid considerably stimulate the in- 
dustriaiisation Oi these iertile districts between Catania 
and Messina, and would render the electrification of the 
Catania-Palermo railway possible. Above all, the water 
which was formerly wasted during the floods would be avail- 
able during the dry season for irrigation. 

This is the first instance of artificial lakes on a large scale 
carried out in Sicily. 


eee. eee 


CONTROL OF PRODUCTION AND 
DISTRIBUTION OF PAPER. 

A Decree in the Official Gazette of 22nd April makes pro- 
vision for taking a census of all paper (printing, packing or 
wrapping, correspondence, etc.) in use in Italy. Another 
Decree in the Official Gazette of 6th May arranges for the 
compulsory notification of the monthly production of paper 
mills producing more than 250 quintals per month. Similarly 
a third Decree in the Gazette of 22nd April announces the 
formation of a National Committee to supervise the supply 
and distribution of paper used for editions and works of 
graphic art. This committee shall determine the only kinds 
of paper which may be employed for these works, and also 
fix, in conjunction with delegates of paper manufacturers, 


the amount of paper which, periodically, paper mills shall 
dispose of for this purpose. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE-—continued. 


SPAIN. 


PROPOSED INTRODUCTION OF THE GOLD 
. STANDARD. 

fhe Spanish press of 21st-26th May described the chief 
features of the Bill which was read before the Chamber on 
2iss May for the establishment of a gold standard. 

The Bill provides that the new currency shall come into 
force on Ist July, 1919. The duro of five pesetas which has 
hitherto been the coinage unit will, after that date, be legal 
tender up to fifty pesetas only. F 

A mint is to be set up with the utmost dispatch, and pend- 
ing the striking of gcld coins in sufficient quantities for 
national necessities, foreign gold pieces will be made current 
by stamping on them their equivalent in pesetas and 
fractions thereof. Pending the withdrawal from circulation 
of silver, gold coins to the value of 20 pesetas only will be 
struck, and from Ist January, 1919, 25 pesetas notes will he 
withdrawn from circulation 

Efforts are to be made to redeem the Perpetual External 
Debt, and the proceeds of silver sold abroad are to be used 








for the extinction of such part of that debt as is not 
domiciled in Spain. 
VIEWS OF THE PREss. 


The Bill received considerable notéce from the Press, for 
the most part favourable; and with one exception, warm 
praise is given to its author, Sr. Gonzalez Besada. 

The gold standard has long been a patriotic aspiration, 
as owing to the excess of silver, and to the amount of the 
External Loan, the interest on which was payable in gold, 
the import of gold was difficult and costly, and its outflow 
easy. 

This measure is held to be an indication of national 


prosperity, and will permit of the partial or _ total 
redemption of the Perpetual External Debt, which 
even now still amounts to 409 million pesetas (16 


million sterling), the interest on which, being payable 
in gold, constitutes a heavy drain on the reserves of that 
metal : 

One of the chief errors of the monetary system since 1871, 
according to one journal, has been the excessive coining of 
silver. which has been almost entirely used as a circulating 
medium in the country. while gold has been exported. The 
outflow of gold might still continue, were it not for the 
clause demonetising the duro. Owing to the low intrinsic 
value of the duro (1°81 pesetas), the Treasury has heen 
defrauded by extensive coining of duros which contain the 
proper quantity of silver. This journal expresses the hope 
that the new Bill will encourage saving. 

One authority considers as erroneous the belief that so 
financially weak and disorganised a country as Spain— 
threatened with a heavy deficit in its Budget—can hope 
automatically to redress the balance of its exchanges by the 
circulation of gold, without incurring the risk of export of 
that metal. The function of gold, this authority states, is 
not to circulate within the country, but to redress the 
balance of foreign transactions when necessary, and for this 
purpose a substantial gold reserve suffices. 


SWEDEN. 


PROPOSED GOVERNMENT MONOPOLY OF 
METHYLATED SPIRIT. 
(From F.M. Minister.) 








STOCKHOLM. 

A Government Bill providing for regulations for the con- 
trol of trade in methylated spirit was laid before the Riksdag 
on 24th April. 

According to these regulations, trade in methvleted spirit 
in Sweden mav be carried on only by a Government monopoly, 
under the title of ‘Statens Sprithandelskommission,” or by 
retailers approved by them, and methvlated spirit may be 
imported into Sweden only by the said Commission, or on 
its behalf. 

Tne function of the Cemmission, which is to be subordinate 
to the Control Board—the supreme authority for the control 
of the sale of spirits—is defined as follows :—‘‘To supply the 
public with cheap methvlated spirit in a manner and on 
conditions which are calculated both to prevent abuses cf 
the spirit and to yield the manufacturer a reasonable profit.”’ 

In his preamble to the Bill the Minister of Finance states 
that the abuse of methylated spirit has considerably in- 
creased since the imposition of the severe restrictions on 
the sale of spirits. He also savs that one of the objects 
of the Bill is to enable the sulphite spirit industry to increase 
its output. He points out, moreover, that a Government 
monopoly of the trade in methylated spirit is necessary for 
the purpose of control and advisable in the interests of 
conenmers 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 
ASIA. 
CHINA. 


CAMPHOR PRODUCTION. 
(H.M. Commercial Attaché at Shanghai.) 


The production of camphor in China has fallen to a very 
low figure. It is feared that there is little prospect of 
China making any material contribution to the world’s sup- 
ply for some years to come, even if the matter were taken 
in hand at once. The state of affairs is described in the 
following extract from the Encyclopedia Sinica :— 

“In 1891 nearly 17.000 piculs were exported, and the 
industry seemed to promise well. Then came the cession to 
Japan of Formosa, and the passing of the trade into 
Japanese hands. The world’s supply of camphor is almost 
entirely derived from Formosa, but, with State encourage- 
ment, China itself could undoubtedly produce a large amount. 

After the cession of Formosa traders sought for camphor 
supplies in Fukien, where the trees grew in abundance in 











‘several prefectures (Kienning. Lungyen. Yungchun., etc.). 


An official from Formosa obtained the sole right to collect, 
and taught the people to make camphor. High profits led 
to a reckless exploitation of the industry, and in 1906 there 
were 20 distilleries in Foochow, and over 11,000 piculs were 
exported. Soon. however, all the available trees were cut 
down, and the industry has now become practically extinct 
in Fukien. It can onlv be revived under Government super- 
vision. Efforts have been made to develop the camphor 
industry in Kiangsi, where camphor forests grow in the 
Kanchow and Kian districts. A factory was started in 
Kiukiang in 1904. and the average export is now 1.600 
piculs. In South Hupei a syndicate holds the monopoly of 
development: a company was granted the right to exploit 
the Chekiang camphor, which is found in Chuchow. in 
1908, and there is a small trade in Kiangsi. In the Shan 
States of South-west Yunnan there are immense numbers of 
eamphor trees (Szemao Customs Report. 1990) which await 
development, and especiallv hetter transportation facilities. 
In short. the industrv mirht be revived and developed to a 
very great extent. if State sunnort were onlv civen to it. 
The exvort in 1916 was 2.377 niculs, valned at 181.673 taels.”’ 

The Customs firures for 1916 (the 1917 fieures have not yet 
heen published) show that of the 2.377 niculs exported abroad 
in that vear.1.686 went ta Hone Kone. 587 to the Tnited 
States of America, and 190 to British India. The figures 
for the oricinal exnort frem Chinese ports show a total 
export of 8.028 pieuls for 1916, of which 1.959. or nearly 
two-thirds. came from Kiukiang, 452 from Foochow, and 
197 from Canton. 


COMPETITION IN FLECTRICAL TRADE IN 
CHINA. 


The issue of the ‘Japan Advertiser’ of 5th April states 
that ‘with the arrival of a party of Chinese business men 
und newspaper men in Tokio to-day, in compliance with the 
invitation from the Electrical Exhibition at Uyeno Park, 
the real motive of the men planning this show has been 
revealed; and it is clearly known that Japanese electrical 
engineers have an ambitious scheme of replacing the German 
electricians in the market in China, and after the war trying 
to contest that big commercial theatre with American and 
British engineers.’’ 

The Chinese party was to visit various electrical encineer- 
ing works, and also the electrical laboratories of the Depart- 
ment of Communications, of the Imperial University, and 
some technical schools, where scientific and industrial 
researchis being carried on. 

Japan has supplied China with electric lamps, wires and 
cables through their establishments at Shanghai. The latest 
of them, the China Industrial Development Company, has 
also the supply of these goods in sight. 

In a recent report, H.M. Commercial Attaché at Yokohama 
stated that the manufacture of electrical machinery and 
appliances in Japan has undergone creat develonment since 
the first electrical industry was established some thirty vears 
ago. The object of the Tokio Exhibition referred to above 
was to demonstrate the progress that has heen made. 
Exhibits appear to have covered a fairly wide range of 
goods; they were divided into six sections: Domestic 
appliances, electro-chemical industry, electric transmission 
apparatus (two sections), and electrical engineering, 
machinery, ete. (two sections). 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE--continued. 


JAPAN. 


IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF FERTILISERS IN 
1917. 


(From H.M. Commercial A ttaché.) 
YOKOHAMA. 


According to statements made by a representative of 
Chilian nitrate interests long resident in Japan, there has 
been a steady increase during the last ten or twelve years 
in the utilisation of modern fertilisers in the cultivation of 
the various crops grown in the country. In pre-war years 
the value of fertilisers imported into Japan amounted to 
about 10 per cent. of the total import trade of the Empire. 
In 1917 Japan imported fertilisers to the value of 78,138,819 
yen—7} per cent. of the total import trade—as compared with 
42,683,313 yen in 1916 and 70,680,152 yen in 1913. 


SuLPHATE OF AMMONTA. 








Imports of sulphate of ammonia into Japan have consider- 
ably decreased since the commencement of the war, the 
quantities and values for 1917 and 1916 being 14,980 tons 


(2,862,608 yen) and 7,107 tons (1,999,273 yen) respectively, | 


as compared with 110,635 tons (valued at 15,992,282 yen) 
in 1913. A Japanese fertiliser merchants’ association has 
reported that the average price for sulphate of ammonia in 
1917 was 306 yen per ton, as compared with 199 yen in 1916 
and 153 yen in 1913. 

NITRATE OF SODA. 

Nitrate of soda showed a steady increase in imports in 
1917, the total being 54,650 tons, valued at 9,724,626 yen, 
as compared with 45,655 tons (6,184,862 yen) and 26,515 tons 
(2,910,925 yen) in 1915 and 1913 respectively. The average 
price for 1917 was 194 ven per ton, as compared with 176 ven 
in 1916 and 117 ven in 1913. 

Orn-SEED FERTILISERS. 

Imports of oil-seed fertilisers (bean cake, rape-seed cake, 
cotton-seed cake, etc.) during 1917 amounted to 1,066,660 
tons, valued at 55,967,822 ven, as compared with 835,681 tons 
(37,540,214 ven) and 402,190 tons (39,249,341 yen) in 1916 
and 1913 respectively. The average price for bean cake in 
Japan in 1917 was 2:0 yen per cake (approximately 60 Ib.): 
for rape-seed cake 4°30 yen per picul (=1534 Ib.). 

PHOSPHATE FERTILISERS. 

The importation of phosphate rock 1s still much smaller 
than in pre-war days. Imports during 1917 amounted to 
154,212 tons, valued at 5,098,523 ven, as compared with 
328,658 tons (3,617,514 yen) in 1913. The supply is only 
sufficient to meet internal requirements, and the shortage is 
causing anxiety. In consequence of the decreased iniports of 
phosphate rock, an Ordinance restricting the export of 
fertilisers from Japan came into effect in September. 

The price of 15 per cent. superphosphate in Japan has 
advanced from 1:03—1-10 yen per kwan in 1913 to 1-60—1-85 
per kwan in 1917. 

EXPORTS OF FERTILISERS. 

In consequence of the Government restriction referred to 
above, the export of fertilisers from Japan has been greatly 
reduced since September, 1917. Totals of export values for 
the past four years are: 1914, 568,990 yen; 1915, 2,579,052 
ven; 1916, 4,127,635 ven; 1917, 2.310.306 ven. 


* EXPLOITATION OF VEGETABLE OILS. 

A new company for the exploitation of vegetable oils, 
Which was established in June, 1917, with a capital of 
1,000,000 ven (500,000 yen paid up), has, reports H.M. 
Consulate, Shimonoseki, completed the first section of its 
works at Wakamatsu. The second section is well under wav. 
and manufacturing operations will be shortly commenced. 

In Japan the oil industry is vet in its infancy; the better 
qualities of glycerine, soap, paint, etc., are still imported. 
while imports of Manchurian bean oil are valued at over 
|,O00,000 yen anually. It is evident, therefore, that there 
is an important future for the industry. 

The new company hoped to begin manufacturing in 
January. The consumption of raw material (soya beans) will, 
it is stated, be 106 tons per day, or approximately 30,000 tons 
annually. The output of bean-cake will be 24.000 tons: of 
bean oil, 4,200 tons. 

On the completion of the second section of the works the 
consumption of soya beans will be 150 tons daily, or 45,090 
tons annually, the output of bean-cake 37,000 tons. and oil 
6,300 tons. 

The land for the third section is now being levelled. On 
this site will be erected works for cake crushing, for the 
manufacture of stearic oil, glycerine, soap, candles, etc. The 
output of the works will be all taken by the Mitsui Bussan 
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Kaisha under a contract. The refined oil will be exported to 
the United States, and the bean-cake sold to farmers in 
Japan. 

2 





BREEDING OF SILVER FOXES. 


Considerable interest is being shown by Japanese finan- 
ciers in the possibilities of rearing silver foxes in the 
northern territories—Hokkaido and Karafuto (Sakhalien). 
At least two consignments have arrived from Canada within 
the last few months, and apparently at least one other 
arrived Jast year. 

The Department of Agriculture and Commerce and the 
Prefectural Government of Karafuto are showing a warm 
interest in the matter, and a professor of the Imperial 
University of Tokyo, who was in Prince Edward Island a 
few years ago, is apparently acting as their adviser. 





NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES. 


EXPORT TRADE OF EAST COAST OF SUMATRA 
IN 1916. 
(From H.M. Consul-General.) 





BATAVIA. 


Despite difficulties arising out of prevailing war condi- 
tions, thanks to the satisfactory prices realised for its staple 
products, tobacco and rubber, the East Coast of Sumatra 
experienced in 1916 quite a favourable year. Exceptionally 
good profits were earned by the majority of tobacco planting 
companies, and satisfactory results should also be shown by 
rubber planting companies which have reached the produc- 
ing stage. 

Tea cultivation is, through the enterprise of British 
capital, now definitely established as a profitable and per- 
manent industry in the East Coast of Sumatra. Dutch 
capital has also been attracted, further large areas of land 
have been acquired for tea planting, and there is little 
doubt that in future years Sumatra will rank as an impor- 
tant tea-producing country. 

One of the largest United States rubber manufacturing 
interests has recently followed the example set some years 
ago by an important contemporary in acquiring its own 
rubber plantations here, with the intention of planting up 
further large areas. Realising. doubtless. that American 
capital will assist very materially in developing the country. 
the local authorities have cordially welcomed its introduc- 
tion, and indications are not wanting that vet other similar 
American companies are considering the advisability of fol- 
lowing the lead thus set. Jt would appear that American 
capital for investment in rubber planting in the East is 
centring on the East Coast of Sumatra in preference to the 
Federated Malay States, where, in planting circles, some 
opposition was expressed to the reported desire of American 
interests to take up rubber land there. 


INVESTMENTS Or ForerGn CAPITAL. 

The following statement may be of interest as showing 
the nationality and approximate amount of capital invested 
(expressed in thousands) at the end of 1916 in the planting 
industry of the East Coast of Sumatra :— 





i= 
- €¢ € g@ ¢ , ws 
= = ¢$ ™ & #2 €E— 8 
Rubber and £ £ £ : =... & £ 
coffee (*) 1.299 4.674 1,546 1.148 313 158 154 12.217 
Tobacco 3.362 449 | ——ae ie 
Tea - 4925 625 + —— mm wm QB §GRs 
Coconuts and 
oilpalms 500 115 - £60 — 10 — 1,085 
Gambier ms _ — _ - : i 83 
Total 8.516 5,863 1,546 1,543 313 297 196 18.274 


(*) The value ascribahble to coffee is comparatively unimportant. 


Export or RvuBBER. 


The area planted with ‘‘Hevea Braziliensis’’ at 3lst 
December, 1916, was approximatelv 260,000 acres within 
the East Coast of Sumatra, and a further 18,000 acres in 
the Tamiang District. 

The total amount of rubber exported during 1916 from 
the Fast Coast was :— 


Hevea es ... 14,598 tons 
Ficus (plantation) ... 644 
(wild) oN 93 


15,265 


— os 
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The following statement shows the destination to which 
the Hevea Rubber was shipped, and a comparison with the 
figures of 1915. 


L916. LOL. 
United States 7.568 tons 2,550 tons 
Great Britain 4.856, 4 889 
Straits Settlements . 164 .. 675 
Java sei me, oti 509, 29 
Holland Set i sal ae 933. 
Italy hes a is — 54; ae 
14,598 ,, 9,086, 


Export or TEA. 
The exports of tea from the East Coast of Sumatra in the 
last three years have been : — 
1914. 1915. 1916. 
447,381 lb. 1,403,758 Ib. 3,370,770 Ib. 
The 1916 exports were disposed of as follows :—- 
To Great Britain mn 3,082,268 Ib 
,, Holland ; 264,346 ,, 
,, Singapore es *F sie 689 ,, 
.. British India 23,467 ,, 





3,370,770 ,, 





The 1917 crop is estimated at 7,000,000 Ib. 


The following is a rough estimate of the value of some 
of the principal exports during 1916 :— 


Rubber £3,760,650 
Tobacco .. 4,322 800 
Oil products 4 432,850 
Tea er 108,500 





£12,624,800 





DIRECTION OF TRADE. 


Trade in the following articles which the United Kingdom 
and other European countries for the time being find diffi- 
culty in supplying is being secured by the countries named : — 

United States.—Iron and steel, hardware, tinned provisions 
and tinned milk, chemicals, paint, motor cars. The recently 
inaugurated direct steamship service to the United States is 
materially aiding the development of trade relations with 
that country. 

Japan.—Cheap haberdashery, rubber and _ tea chests, 
rubber cups, tapping knives, fertilisers. 


UNITED STATES. 


UNITED STATES. CANADA. 





1917 PACIFIC COAST CANNED 
SALMON PACK. 


reports H.M. Consul at Port- 
land (Oregon), has been established in the canned 
salmon pack of the Pacific. The output of the North 
American coast alone exceeds the former record, made in 
1913, by over two million cases, while the total production 
includes an addition of more than half a million cases packed 
in Siberia and Japan. This remarkable pack has been 
made in spite of many unfavourable circumstances and 
shortages at various points, which during the active season 
were the cause of much anxiety, but which have been more 
than counterbalanced by abundance elsewhere. The season 
as a whole has been one of surprises, marked by many 
conditions which could not have been foreseen on the basis 
of past experience. 


REVIEW OF 


A new high record, 


Tie following is a summary of the canned salmon pack 
of 1917: — 
Cases. 
3,922,329 
1,921,554 
1 557,485 


Districts 
Alaska 
Puget Sound 
British Columbia 
Columbia River 


Sacramento River 9,443 
Outside Streams 158.874 
Total for 1917 a ... 10,124,894 
1916... ... 7,855,612 

. 1915 | ... 7¢,689,592 

,, 1914 rv 6,644,782 
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Despite the heavy expense of outfitting, favourable market 
conditions resulted in a fairly general increase in capacity, 
including the establishment of a number of new canneries 
as fellows:—14 in Alaska; 4 on Puget Sound; and one each 
on Washington Coast and Columbia River. 


Alaska maintains its place as the largest producing district, 
with considerably more than half the total output, while 


Puget Sound has again taken the lead over British 
Columbia. Exclusive of Siberia and Japan, the total pack 


was 10,124,894 cases, while the output on the Asiatic side 
was 567,153 cases, compared with 473,600 cases in 1916. 


The two outstanding features of the Puget Sound pack 
were the failure of the “‘big’’ year run of Sockeyes, and the 
heavy pack of Humpback or Pink salmon. The failure of 
the Sockeye run demonstrates conclusively the depletion of 
this species, which many careful observers had predicted 
on account of the conditions prevailing in 19138; and it can 
only be hoped that the efforts now being made toward 
conservation will in the course of years result in the restora- 
tion of this favourite variety to something like its former 
abundance. The situation was saved by the record-breaking 
pack of Humpbacks. The run was not greater than in many 
former years, but owing to the shortage of Sockeyes, fishing 
was conducted more intensively than ever before, and so 
thoroughly were the waters swept that drastic regulation 
will be necessary to prevent the practical extermination of 
Humpbacks as well as Sockeyes. An interesting feature was 
the exceptionally large size of the Humpback salmon. 


ICxPoRTs. 


Exports amounted to 117,962,807 lb. in 1917, as compared 
with 152,943,962 lb. in 1916, and 83,446,116 Jb. in 1915. 


The following table shows the principal buyers during the 
vears 1916 and 1917 :— 


Buyers. 1916. 1917. 
lb. lb. 
United Kingdom 110,107 ,297 76,073,001 
Australasia 11,282,464 7,229,482 
Canada aii 7,994,185 9,158,079 
Philippine Isiands 5,640,858 4,202,574 
'taly 34,184 4,169,250 
France 3,447 ,022 985,582 


| Note.—The years represent the United States fiscal year, 
ist July to 30th June. | 





LATIN AMERICA. 





CUBA. 





FOR OPERATION OF PATENTS 
SUSPENDED 
A Decree, dated 9th April, suspends during the period of 
the War the time limits imposed in Cuba for putting 
patents into operation. 


TIME-LIMIT 


It has been felt that the Kuropean War is responsible 
for the non-exploitation of patented articles within the 
Presidency, as several applications for an extension of time 
before putting patents into operation have been received 
froin time to time. The Decree runs :— 

“From tie publication of this decree in the Official 
(razette no patent shall be declared lapsed for non-compliance 
with the requirement that patents should be worked, always 
provided that the time limit for such purpose shall have 
terminated on or after Ist September, i914, and the pro- 
yrietors of the patents shall not have to present any 
justification for the delay. 

‘The same benefit shall be enjoyed by the proprietor of 
a patent to whom an extension of time for operation has 
been granted, provided that this extension shall have 
iapsed on or after Ist September, 1914. 

“The Government will fix by decree, after peace is 
signed, the date on which the owners of patents, who have 
not complied with the requirements of putting them into 
operation, shali have to do so.”’ 





DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 





TRADE OF PUERTO PLATA IN 1917. 
(From H.M. Vice-Consul.) 
Owing to the European war and the consequent scarcity 
of tonnage, the whole of the export and import trade of the 


Vice-Consular District of Puerto Plata in 1917 has, reports 
the Sritish Legation at Santo Domingo, been done for the 








780 THE 


BOARD OF 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





most part with the United States alone, very little having 
been shipped to and from other countries. The year on the 
whole has been a good one for planters, who have reaped 
exceptionally large crops of tobacco and cocoa, and have 
been able to dispose of their produce at satisfactory figures. 
The merchants who have purchased the export produce for 
shipment have not been so fortunate, as they have been 
handicapped by the lack of steamers to transport it, the 
consequence being that heavy stocks have accumulated in 
the stores and warehouses awaiting an opportunity of 
being sent forward 
TOBACCO. 


An enormous quantity of tebacco was shipped in 1917. 
Owing to the lack of proper railroad service with the interior 
these shipments consisted of a large proportion of the 1916 
crop. Experts have estimated the 1917 crop to be about 
10,000,000 kilogs. It is certainly the largest one that has 
ever been reaped in the interior, and has met a ready sale 
at very high prices. 

There has been keen competition to obtain the leaf, and 
new markets have been opened for it in the United States, 
Amsterdam, Algiers, Gibraltar and the Canary [slands. 


Cocoa 


The crop has been exceptionally good, but prices are still 
low and the outlook is a little disheartening. There is not 
likely to be any active demand for the bean until the price 
of sugar falls and allows the confectioners and chocolate 
makers to resume work. 


BANANAS. 


The falling off in the shipment of bananas is due to the 
fact that the banana estate at Sosua has closed down for 
good. 

H1IpEs8 AND SKINS. 


The demand for these is increasing and shippers have sold 
at high prices. The local consumption amongst the shoe- 
makers having to be met at higher figures, the price of their 
goods to the public has increased very considerably. 


IMPORTS. 


The United States, either directly or indirectly, continues 
to furnish the bulk of imports to this port. These are brought 
in by steamers running between New York and Dominican 
ports. Of course, there are goods of European origin tran- 
shipped through New York, but there is no way of obtaining 
information which permits of classifying them under 
the different countries in which they were purchased. The 
French steamers airiving at Puerto Plata have brought in 
goods from France and Italy. Very few English goods, other 
than consignments of jute (bags and sackcloth) have been 
received during the year. 


New WHarr. 


The wharf at Puerte Plata was almost completed in 1917, 
and the contractors are now commencing the building of the 
new customs house. One steamer has already discharged its 
cargo at this wharf. 


FREIGHTS AND SHIPPING. 


the buik of the carrying trade still continues in the hands 
of the United States. ‘The steamers bring merchandise 
and provisions, and carry away export produce. The sailing 
vessels bring in coal and construction material for the 
railway, the electric light company, and for other 
ports. Freight rates remain high, and there is a 
lack of tonnage for the shipment of Dominican exports. The 
french Transatlantic Co. sent several steamers to Puerto 
Plata last year with cargo from Europe, but there is no 
regularity in the service of their boats. The coasting traffic 
is carried on by small Dominican sloops and schooners, which 
also take farm produce to the Turks Islands and return laden 
with salt. 





———- 


PARAGDAY. 





REVIEW OF COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISE 
(From H.M. Chargé D’Affaires.) 
ASUNCION. 


{Imports from the United Kingdom into Paraguay have for 
several years about equalled imports from Germany, and 
have exceeded those from other countries. Few of the 
products of Paraguay. however, have been exported to the 
(nited Kingdom. 
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This situation cannot be considered satisfactory. It is 
indeed anomalous that the United Kingdom imports should 
have for many years headed the list, or have shared this 
distinction with the German, while practically very few 
Paraguayan products are imported into the United Kingdom. 


GERMAN ENTERPRISE. 


On the other hand, the Germans used to take a large 
proportion of the Paraguayan exports, which enabled them 
not only to balance their financial operations, but to acquire 
a variety of local interests, and to establish many points of 
contact, the effect of which was increasing year by year. 

The German share in the export trade was even larger 
than would appear from trade figures, because some of the 
exports from Paraguay to Argentina were subsequently 
transhipped to Germany. The relative value of the British 
and German imports and exports is shown in the following 
tables : — 

[IMPORTS TO PARAGUAY. 
1911. 1912. 1918. 1914. 1915. 
From— £ £ £ £ £ 
l"nited Kingdom— 
379,040 268,341 464,806 234,644 155,820 
(28 p.c.) (25 p.c.) (28°6 p.c.) (23 p.c.) (32°5 p.c.) 


Germany— 
363,533 311,079 448,785 279,600 33,728 
(27-2 p.c.) (29 p.c.) 27:6 p.c.) (27 p.c.) (7 p.e.) 
Other countries— 


562,126 490,700 710,408 515,649 291,626 





Total Imports— 
1,295,699 1,070,120 1,623,999 1,029,893 481,174 





ExPortTs FROM PARAGUAY. 
1911. 1912. 1913. 1914. 1915. 
To— £ £ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom— 
164 210 32 23,110 38,703 
Germany— 
204,096 174,810 
Other countries— 
761,522 672,125 


247,151 162,097 nil. 
879,003 731,667 1,080,707 








Total Exports— 
965,782 847,145 1,126,186 916,874 1,119,410 











PRINCIPAL EXPORTS. 
The principal exports of Paraguay are hides and skins. 


tannin, yerba (Paraguay tea), tobacco, timber (cedar and 


hard woods), cattle and meat products. The products most 
susceptible of being diverted to British markets are probably 
meat, hides and tobacco. As twd large American meat pack- 
ing and freezing companies are at present putting up large 
establishments in the country, and a third has been acquired 
by another American firm, it may be safely assumed that 
the amount of meat and animal products for export will 
ereatly increase in the course of the next few years. The 
exports to Germany before the war consisted for the most 
part of hides and tobacco. 
BritisH INTERESTS. 


The British interests in Paraguay are nominally greater 
than those of anv other foreign country. Thev consist 
of a railway company, an electric tramway and lighting 
company, and sundry stock farms and timber companies. 

The recent acquisition by British shipping companies of 
the river fleet of an Argentine navigation company, coupled 
with the fact that the only railway in the country is British, 
favours the predominance in trafie of British interests. 
The rapid increase of American interests in the country 
seems to Indicate the need for increased activity in the 
imaintenance and development of the enterprises already 
under British control. ) 


ee 


BRAZIL, PERU, BOLIVIA. 


EXPORTS OF RUBBER AND CAUCHO IN 
FEBRUARY. 

The following particulars of rubber and caucho (expressed 
in kilogs.) exported from the Amazon Basin via Para in 
February, have been forwarded by the Acting British 
Consul at Para :—- 

Fine. Medium. Coarse. Caucho. Total. 
To Europe 1,133.895 106.133 77,986 103,764 1,421,778 
To U.S.A. 447,149 80,023 494,505 544,724 1,566,401 

In ‘oo 2,050 kilogs. (fine) were exported from South 
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IMPERIAL AND, FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 
OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


jNOLLCE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS.- 
Strict precautions should be taken against trading with the 
enemy, and regard had to the restrictions on trading in 
certain goods (including Lriority Certificate requirements) 
and to the special reguiations governing tiade with certain 
countries. Ln cases of doubt or difficulty reference should be 
made personally or by letter to the Depurtment of Uver- 
seus Lrade (evelopment and Lntelligence). 

British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to wm the foliowing notices of 
“Upenings by applying to the Department and quoting 
the specific reference number, Hven though trade muy nol 
ut present be possible, it may be worth while for British 
fires tO Open Up communications now with u view to juture 
trade. | 








UNITED KINGDOM. 

NiW SOURCE UL SUPPLins Koye liiisD.—Appiica- 
llude are Ireyuentiy received at the Department o1 Overseas 
iraue (Meveiopment and iuveliigeuce) irom Urnis 1p ail parts 
oi the United itIngdoM, and abroad, who wish to get ito 
communication with british manuiacturers or producers oi 
various Classes of goods with a view to obtaining suppiles. 

Applications have been recorded during the past week ivi 
the names oi manulacturers or producers ol maciinery ior 
produring yarn irom the nettle, british manulacturers or 
producers of such machinery now 1m a position to supply 
are invited to make appiication for the naime of the 
cuquirer. 





AUSTRALIA. 

ti.ti. Lrade Comuissioner in Australia reports the receipt 
vi the lollowing enquiries : — 

LHA'TILES, LACKS AND NAILS.—A Melbourne agent 
desires to obtain agencies tor Australia, on cousigument 
or other basis, ior United Kingdom manutacturers ol 
cretonnes, tapestry, curtains, canvases, calico sheetings, 
Ltrecht velvets, hessiaus, blind hoilands, poplins, tacks, and 
brass furniture naiis. [Reference No. 1oU/1.] : 

LicATiLies,—-A Melbourne firm, holding agencies tor 
woollen gabardines, low tweeds, covert serges, linings, ecic., 
wishes to obtain further agencies throughout the Common- 
wealth, on indent and consignment basis, for United ising- 
dom manutactures of table cloths (damasks), madapollams, 
laces, curtains, whipcords, moleskins, and cotton voiles. 
‘Reference No. 160/2.] 

TWEEDS AND ART SERGES.—Another Melbourne firm 
seeks agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of cotton 
tweeds and cotton and woollen art serge. [Reference No. 
160/38. 

CERTAIN TEXTILES.—A firm at Melbourne also desires 
to represent throughout Australia, on indent and purchase 
basis, United Kingdom manufacturers of textiles uther than 
silk. [Reference No. 160/4.] , 

HOSIERY AND MANCHESTER GOODS.—-An agent at 
Adelaide wishes to act as agent, in South Australia, for 
United Kingdom manufacturers of hosiery and Manchester 
goous. [Reference No. 160/5.] 

[Sec Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters above. | 





NEW ZEALAND. 

UNLTED KINGDOM GOODS REQUIRED FOR LARGE 
GENERAL STORES.—H.M. Trade Commissioner in New 
Zealand has torwarded a catalogue of a co-operative com- 
pany in Auckland. This company, H.M. Trade Commissioner 
states, is rapidly developing its selling connections in the 
Dominion, and it is therefore important for manufacturers 
in the United Kingdom to know the range of commodities 
covered by its present business. 

ihe company desires to confine its purchases, as much 
as possible, to United Kingdom goods. . aa 

The catalogue received is drawn up on the lines of similar 
publications issued by the great general stores in London, 
and covers as large a field, including furniture, clothing, 
millinery, haberdashery, boots and shoes, saddlery, domestic 
and farmers’ implements, jewellery, cutlery, motor cars, etc. 

(Reference No. 161.] See Notice to Manufacturers and 
Exporters above.] 

ELECTRIC LAMPS.—H.M. Trade Commissioner in New 
Zealand has forwarded a copy of the schedules and conditions 
of contract in connection with a call for tenders by the Public 
Service Tender Board, Wellington, New Zealand, for the 
supply and delivery of 9,290 electric lamps (Indent 
No. 4,336). 

{See Notice to Manufacturers and Exporters above.} 

Particulars and conditions of tendering may be obtained 
at the Office of the Controller of Stores, Post and Telegraph 
Department, Christchurch, or at the Offices of the Telegraph 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 
Kugineers at Auckland and Dunedin, and sealed tenders on 
the proper forins will be received up to ist July. LKach 
tender must be accompanied by a preliminary deposit in the 
form of a bank cheque for £20. 

The above-mentioned copy of the schedules, etc., may be 
consulted by British manutacturers of electric lamps at the 
Knquiry Office of the Department of Overseas ‘Trade 
(Development and Intelligence). : | 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and this intimation will therefore be of use only 
to firms having agents in New Zealand who can be instructed 
by cable. 








SOUTH AFRICA. 

TURBO-CENTRIFUGAL PUMP.—The Imperial Trade 
Correspondent at Johannesburg has forwarded a copy of the 
specification, drawing, conditions and form of tender in 
connection with a call for tenders by the Rand Water Board, 
Johannesburg, for the supply and delivery of a steam turbine 
and centrifugal pump required for the Zwartkopjes Pumping 
Station, The normal fuil load output of the pump is to be 
0,000,000 Imperial gals. of water each 24 hours, against a 
static and friction head of 1,106 feet from the centre oi 
the pump. 

the Kand Water Board states that it will endeavour to 
vubtain the necessary priority certificate. 

[See Notice to Manutacturers and Exporters above. | 

Copies of the specification, etc., may be obtained trom 
the Secretary, Rand Water Board, Central House, Johannes- 
burg, at which address, and also the address P.O. Box 1703, 
Johannesburg, sealed tenders on the proper forms will be 
accepted up to noon on 10th July. 

iach tender is to be accompanied by a preliminary deposit 
in the form of a certified cheque of £250. A certified cheque 
is one whose payment has been provided for by the bank 
on which it is drawn having transferred the amount from 
the account of the drawer and marked the cheque ‘‘Accepted’’ 
or ‘‘Certified.’’ 

The above-mentioned copy of the specification, etc., may 
be consulted by British manufacturers of pumping plant at 
the Knquiry Office of the Department of Overseas 'T1ade 
(Development and Intelligence). 

_ It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and this intimation will, therefore, be of use only 


to firms having agents’ in the Union who can be instructed 
by cable. “ * * . 


AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS AND MACHINERY. 
—-A company in Johannesburg, which is closely associated 
with the Co-operative Societies of the Transvaal, desires to 
secure the sole representation in the Transvaal and the 
Orange Free State, subject to the full advantages usually 
associated with such agencies, of reliable firms manufactur- 
ing agricultural implements and machinery. Further in- 
formation may be obtained from the Trades Commissioner, 


Government of the Union of South Africa, 90, Cannon 
Street, K.C. 4. 





FRANCE, 


PEXTILES.—H.M. Consul-General at Lyons reports that 
au application has been received from an agent in that city 
who desires to represent United Kingdom manufacturers of 
cotton, woollen and all other textiles. Correspondence in 
the French language is preferable. 

{Reference No. 162. See Notice to Manufacturers and 
Iixporters above. | 





—_ 


BOLIVIA. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR WOOL.—A British merchatt 
interested in the wool business in Bolivia wishes to get into 
communication with importers of wool in the United King- 
dom. He states that he could obtain a minimum of 5,000 
quinials of wool a year from local sources. The export of 
wool from the Cochabamba district is a new development; it 
is consequently difficult to give the exact figures as to the 
amount available. It is bought locally in small quantities 
— the Indians, who have hitherto made it up into native 
cloth. 

[Reference No. 163. See Notice to Manufacturers and 
KM xporters above. | 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR PERUVIAN OR CHINCHONA 
BARK.—A British merchant in Bolivia is in a position to 
secure a minimum of 38,000 quintals a year of Peruvian or 
Chinchona Bark from the Cochabamba district of Bolivia. 
He would be glad, therefore, to get into communication with 
importers in the United Kingdom. Until recently the 
principal exporters of bark from this district were two 
Germans. 

[Reference No. 164. See Notice to Manufacturers and 
Exporters above. ] 
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BRITISH EMPIRE. 








BRITISH INDIA, 





AMENDMENT OF LIST OF PROHIBITED 
EXPORTS. 

The official ‘‘Indian Trade Journal’? of the 26th April 
contains copy of a Notification (No. 1,923, dated 20th April, 
1918) which amends the list of Prohibited Exports specified 
in Nectification No. 5,385 C.W., dated 12th May, 1917, as 
subsequently amended, by prohibiting the exportation of 
cocorut oil from British India to all destinations except 
the United Kingdom. The exportation of coconut oil from 
British India was previously permitted to the United 
Kingdom, British Possessions and Protectorates. 





BRITISH BALUCHISTAN-MORPHIA RULES 

The ‘‘Gazette of India” of 20th April contains copy of 
Notification No. 1,326 R, dated 6th April, 1918, specifying 
the ‘“‘British Baluchistan Morphia Rules, 1918,’’ which have 
beea issued under the “Opium Act, 1878,’’ controlling the 
manufacture, possession, import, export, transport, and sale 
of morphia drugs in British Baluchistan. 

Attached to these Rules is a Schedule specifying certain 
medicinal preparations which may be transported, imported, 
exported, possessed, and sold without restriction, provided 
that their import by sea shall be permitted only: by means 
other than that of the post. 

These Rules may be referred to by persons interested on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade (Develop- 
ment and Intelligence, 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


KXEMPTIONS FROM NEW INVOICING 
REQUIREMENTS. 

lhe High Commissioner for Australia, in London, states 
that in view of the uncertainty which exists in the minds 
of certain traders as to the significance of the term ‘‘specific 
rates of duty,’’ that this expression is to be understood as 
indicating duties levied according to weight, measure or 
quantity (e.g., 8s. per lb., 2s. 6d. per gallon, 15s. per dozen, 
evc.), and not according to value. The new requirements 
apply only to invoices for goods dutiable at ad valorem 
rates, 

Previous notices relative to the new invoice requirements 
have appeared in the ‘‘Journal’’ from time to time, the last 
Leing on p. 713 of 6th June. 





POSTPONED DATE OF OPERATION OF NEW . 


INVOICK REQUIREMENTS. 

In connection with the above Notice and with the other 
Notices to which reference is made in the Note, the Board 
of Trade have now received a telegram from H.M. Trade 
Commissioner in the Commonwealth stating that it has been 
decided to extend the time for compliance with these new 
Regulations as to the Declaration of Home Consumption 
Value of Goods Shipped to Australia. The Regulations will 
be operative in the case of goods requiring such Declarations 
which are entered after the lst January, 1919. 





CANADA. 


TAXES ON IMPORTATION AND MANUFACTURE 
OF CERTAIN GOODS. 

The Board of Trade have received from H.M. Trade 
Commissioner at Toronto copy of a Resolution which was 
introduced into the Canadian Parliament on 30th Apri, 
1918, to amend the ‘Special War Revenue Act, 1915,”’ by 
imposing stamp duties and excise taxes, with effect from the 
ist May, 1918, on certain articles on their importation into 
Canada, or when manufactured in Canada. 


The text of the Resolution is as follows :— 


‘hat manufacturers and importers of matches and play- 
ing cards be required after the thirtieth day of April, 1918, 
to affix to each package of matches and playing cards an 
adhesive stamp of the value of one cent for each one hundred 
matches or fractional part thereof in a package, and of the 
value of eight cents on each package containing not more 
than fifty-four playing cards, and that such stamps be 
placed upon all packages of matches and playing cards held 
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by dealers ior sale on the first day of July, 1918, and that 
such stamps need not be affixed to packages of matches or 
playing cards manufactured for export ; that there be ievied 
a war excise tax equal to ten per cent. upon automobiles, 
gramophones, graphophones, phonographs, talking machines, 
cylinders and records therefor, mechanical piano and organ 
players and records therefor, articles commonly or com. 
mercially known as jewellery, whether real or imitation, for 
adornment of the person, when manufactured or imported 
after the thirtieth day of April, 1918, on the duty paid value 
when imported and on the price when manufactured and 
sold, provided that such war excise tax shall not be payable 
when the articles are manufactured for export or in the 
case of Jewellery where the total amount of jewellery manu- 
factured by any one person does not exceed the value of one 
thousand dollars in any calendar year; that a war excise 
tax be collected upon al) automobiles and jewellery imported 
into Canada for sale or manufactured in Canada on or before 
the thirtieth day of April, 1918, and which on that day have 
not been sold to bona-fide users, of ten per centum of the 
amount of the duty paid value when imported, and of ten 
per centum of the price when they have been manufactured 
and sold in Canada, but that no war excise tax be collected 
upon the same when manufactured for export in accordance 
with regulations; and that no war excise tax be collected 
on jewellery imported or manufactured and unsold on the 
thirtieth day of April, 1918, where the total duty paid 
value or price of the entire stock of the same held by any 
ene person does not exceed one thousand dollars; and that 
there be levied a war excise tax of ten cents per pound on 
all tea entered at Customs on or before the thirtieth day of 
Aprii, 1918, and held by importers or dealers and which on 
that day had not been sold, where the stock of such importers 
or dealers exceeds one thousand pounds.’’ 

In connection with this Resolution, it is stated in Customs 
Memoranda, No. 2,195 B, dated Ist May, 1918, and No. 
2,197 B, dated 6th May, 1918, which have been issued by 
the Canadian Department of Customs, that Collectors cf 
Customs are instructed not to release the said goods upon 
which these taxes are imposed without a receipt for the 
amount of the stamp tax or the excise duty, as the case 
inay be, from the nearest Collector of Inland Revenue. 

| Note.—Particulars of the amended Customs Duties, which 
were also introduced by Resolution of the Canadian Parlia- 
ment on 30th April, appeared on p. 713 of the issue of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal’ of 6th June, 1918. | 





FOREIGN. 





DENMARK, 





KXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 

The Board ot Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of telegraphic information from H.M. Minister at 
Copenhagen to the effect that the exportation of the follow- 
ing articles from Denmark has been prohibited, as from 
the 7th June :— 

Kmpty barrels; cullet (broken glass); all vegetables, edible 
pot herbs, roots, cucumbers, pumpkins, in fresh, dried or 
any other prepared condition. 


FRANCE. 





INTERNAL DUTY ON LIQUID CARBONIC ACID. 
A recent French Customs Circular notifies the promulga- 
tion of a Law, dated the 30th March, which amends and 
completes Article 15 of the Law of the 30th December, 1916 
(imposing an internal consumption duty on various beve- 
rages, including aerated waters) by making provision for 
the levy of an internal consumption duty on liquid carbonic 
acid destined for the preparation of aerated beverages, 
whether the acid is made in or imported into, France. 

As regards imports from foreign countries, the consump- 
tion duty on liquid carbonic acid contained in cylinders or 
tubes, which is fixed at 1 frane per kilogramme of acid, is 
to be levied by the Customs on importation, as is also the tax 
on liquid carbonic acid contained in capsules or other small 
recipients in such quantity as is requisite for the aeration 
of a single bottle or syphon of water. In the latter case 
the consumption duty is fixed at two centimes per 10 
grammes (or fraction thereof) of acid imported. 

Tubes of liquid carbonic acid are required to bear a dis- 
tinctive mark and to be numbered. 
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may obtain it by appending the document described in the 
‘Journal’ notice, on red paper, to their application (in 
triplicate) for the French import licence. 





ITALY. 





RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTATION—BOOKS 
AND PRINTED MATTER EXEMPT. 


With reference to the notice at page 681 of the ‘Board of 
Trade Journal’’ for the 27th December last, respecting the 
restrictions on the importation of foreign goods into Italy, 
the attention of the Board of Trade has been called to the 
fact that, in the list of goods of which the importation is 
only allowed under special licence, the item shown as 
‘‘Printed matter (except newspapers, periodicals, and sensi- 
tised postcards for photographic purposes)’’ should more 
correctly be described as: ‘‘Engravings, oleographs, chromo- 
lithographs, maps, and all lithographic productions, not in- 
cluding newspapers, periodicals, and sensitised postcards for 
photographic purposes.’’* 

Books, magazines and printed (typographed) matter in 
general (also printed or engraved music) may be imported 
into Italy from this country without restriction, subject, of 
course, to the ordinary regulations regarding the payment 
of duties and other formalities required by the Italian 
Customs Laws. 

For convenience of reference, the list of goods the importa- 
tion of which into Italy from this country is at present 
only allowed under special licence issued by the Ministry of 
Finance (for which application has to be made by Italian 
importers through the local Chamber of Commerce) is repro- 
duced below :— 


Wine in botiles. 

Brandy and liqueurs. 

Chocolates and sweets (confectionery). 

Vanilla. 

Manufactured tobacco. 

Perfumery (alcoholic and other). 

Woollen carpets. 

Furniture, and picture, etc., frames. 

Engravings, oleographs, chromolithographs, maps, and all 
lithographic productions, not including newspapers, peri- 
odicals, and sensitised postcards for photography. 

Goldsmiths’ wares, and gold and silver plate; gold watches. 

Silversmiths’ wares, and gilt and silvered articles. 

Jewellery, real and imitation. 

Motor cars (except chassis). 

Cycles. 

Precious stones (except those for industrigl purposes). 

Mirrors, and other manufactures of glass or crystal. 

Feathers, ornamental; artificial flowers. 

Worked human hair. 

Toys. / , 

_ wares (mercerie) which can be classed as luxuries. 
ans. 

Musical instruments. 

Women’s hats; trimmed. 

As notified in the issues of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ 
for the 28th March (p. 393) and the 2nd May (p. 554), the 
Italian authorities have agreed to licence, without restric- 
tion of quantity, the importation into Italy from the United 
Kingdom of the fcllowing articles which were included in 
the “‘restricted”’ list (list No. 3) in the notice in the ‘‘Journal’’ 
for the 27th December. 

Embroideries, laces and tulles (including crépe) of any 

textile materials. 

Perfumed soaps. 

Picture postcards. 

Furs, dressed. 

Gloves. 


* The Italian text of the item is “ Stampe, esclusi i giornali, le pubbli- 
cazioni periodische, e le cartolini sensibili per fotografia.” 





MEXICO. 


TARIFF MODIFICATIONS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of a translation of a Mexican Presidential Decree, 
dated the 7th May, increasing the rates of Customs duty 
on certain kinds of footwear imported into Mexico. The 
new rates of duty, which took effect on the 10th May, are 
shown in the subjoined statement, together with the former 

rates of duty, for purpose of comparison. 
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continued. 
Rates of duty. 
Former. New. 
Tariff Articles. Pesos cts. Pesos cts, 
No. per pair per pair 


63 Leather-top boots for men ......... 3 00 4 20 
64 Footwear of all kinds, not specially 

mentioned (in the Tariff), up to 12 

centimetres in length on the sole ... 0 70 1 00 
65 Footwear of all kinds, not specially 

mentioned (in the Tariff), measuring 

over 12 and up to 20 centimetres in 





length on the sole — .........sscceeeeeees 1 15 1 60 
66 Footwear of all kinds, not specially 
(in the Tariff), over 20 centimetres 
in length on the sole _...............+5. 1 75 2 5 
SWEDEN. 





EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of telegraphic information from H.M. Minister at 
Stockholm, to the effect that the exportation from Sweden 
of (1) glass tubes for and accompanying accumulators; (2) 
rectangular glass jars of a capacity of at least 3.5 cubic 
decimetres, for accumulators (ex No. 1,066 of the Swedish 
Customs Tariff); and (8) manufactures of wax not specially 
mentioned in the Tariff (Tariff Nos. 1,115 and 1,116) has 
been prohibited as from the 8th June. : 





TUNIS. 





SEIZURE OF GOODS IMPORTED WITHOUT? 
IMPORT LICENCKS. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of copy of a Beylical Decree, dated the 27th April, 
and published in the ‘‘Journal Officiel Tunisien’’ for the 
18th May, respecting the seizure of goods imported into 
Tunis without an import licence. The Decree provides :— 

Article 1.—All goods the importation of which, into Tunis, 
is prohibited, and for which an import licence is not pro- 
duced within one month of the arrival of the goods, shall 
be seized and sold for the public benefit. 


Article 2.—As a temporary measure, and for a period of 
60 days following the promulgation of this Decree, applica- 
tions for exemption from the provisions of the preceding 
Article may be addressed to the Director-General of Finance 
by importers who consider that the particular circumstances 
attending the importation of their goods warrants an excep- 
tion being made. 


[Note.—A similar measure is in force in France and 
Algeria. See the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’ for the 11th 
April, page 437. ] 





CUSTOMS DUTY ON DETACHED PARTS OF 
AUTOMOBILES. 


By a Beylical Decree, dated the 8th September, 1916, the 
Customs duty on automobiles weighing less than 2,500 kilogs. 
imported into Tunis from countries other than France and 
Algeria was increased to 70 per cent. ad valorem. A Decree 
dated the lst May and published in the ‘Journal Officiel 
Tunisien” for the 22nd May, provides that a duty of 70 per 
cent. ad valorem shall likewise be levied on detached parts 
of automobiles, except in the case of detached parts apper- 
taining to automobiles weighing 2,500 kilogs. or more, on 
which the duty is to remain unchanged. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE IMPORTA- 

TION OF HIDES, GLUE STOCK, 

OTHER ANIMAL BY-PRODUCTS, HAY, STRAW, 
FORAGE AND SIMILAR MATERIAL. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 

Office, of a copy of United States Treasury Department and 


Department of Agriculture Joint Order No. 2, embodyi 
revised regulations governing the sanitary handling an 
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control of hides, fleshings, hide cuttings, parings, and glue 
stock, sheepskins and goatskins and parts thereof, hair, 
yool, and other animal by-products, hay, straw, forage, or 
similar material offered for entry into the United States; 
together with a copy of an Order of the Department of Agri- 
culture prescribing methods for the disinfection of hides 
and skins, glue stock, bones, hoofs and horns, and con- 
tainers of glue stock, etc. 

The provisions contained in these Orders include various 
amplifications and amendments of the previous regulations 
governing the import of such goods, which formed the sub- 
ject of notices in the ‘‘Board of Traue Journal’ for the 21st 
December, 1916 (pp. 884-887) and the 3rd May, 1917 
(pp. 261-262). 

The new Orders (the provisions of which are already in 
force) may be seen by British traders interested, on applica- 
tion, at the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence). 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—SPAIN. 





DENUNCIATION OF TREATY OF 1902. 

It is announced in the ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid’’ for the 24th 
May that the Government of the United States of America 
has denounced the Treaty of Friendship and General Rela- 
tions between the United States and Spain, which was 
concluded at Madrid on the 3rd July, 1902. The Treaty 
will cease to be operative as from the 8th May, 1919. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
(Philippine Islands). 





EXPORT OF HEMP OR MANILA FIBRE. 


The ‘‘War Trade Board Journal’’ (Washington) for Ist 
May notifies that, as from lst April, shipping permits are 
required for all shipments of hemp or Manila fibre from the 
Philippine Islands to the United States and its other Pos- 
sessions. Export licences will be required for shipments 
to all other countries. Such permits or licences will be issued 
by the War Trade Board through its duly appointed repre- 
sentative to the Islands. 

A schedule of fixed prices for the various grades of Manila 
fibre in the Philippine markets has been adoptcd, and is to 
continue in force for four months as from the 25th March, 
1918. Persons desiring to ship hemp or Manila fibre from 
the Islands must show that the hemp or Manila fibre covered 
by the application for shipping permit or export licence has 
been bought at the price or prices established in the schedule, 
or such revised schedule as may be hereafter substituted 
therefor. 

All hemp or Manila fibre shipped from the Islands to the 
United States (except shipments to the United States Gov- 
ernment) must be consigned to the Textile Alliance for the 
account of such approved recipient as the applicant may 
designate. The Alliance will endorse the bills of lading to 
the recipient nominated therein only after said recipient 
has executed the appropriate guarantee, or such other agree- 
ment as the War Trade Board may prescribe, to abide by 
the rules and regulations governing trading in hemp or 
Manila fibre within the United States. 

_A schedule of prices for the various grades of Manila fibre 
in the United States has been adopted, and is annexed to 
the present regulations. | 

The full text of the regulations on this subject, together 
with the two schedules cf prices to which reference is made 
above, may be seen by British traders interested, on appli- 
tation, at the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence). 





PROPOSED CUSTOMS CHANGES, Etc. 
SOUTH AFRICA. 








BILL TO CONTINUE CERTAIN AMENDED 
CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


The Board of Trade have received from H.M. Trade 
Commissioner in South Africa copy of a Bill which has been 
introduced into the Union Parliament, proposing, among 
other things, to continue the operation of certain increased 
Customs duties, and to amend further the Customs Tariff 
at present in operation in the Union. 





| 
i 
i 
} 
| 
| 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 
continued, 





With regard to the Customs Duties, it is proposed in the 
Bill that the increased duties imposed by Act. No. 22 of 
1915, and re-imposed by Act No. 36 of 1917, shall continue 
in force until the 30th June, 1919. 

It is also proposed in the Bill to make the following amend- 
ments to the Schedule of Import Duties in the Customs 
Tariff at present in operation, viz. :— 





tate of Import Duty. 





Present Rate. | Proposed Rate. ! 




















Rebate upon | Rebate upon 
Tarifi Article. | goods the goods the 
Item. | growth, produce igrowth, produce 
Duty. or manufacture |Duty. jor manufacture 
of the United of the United 
- Kingdom and Kingdom and 
Reciprocating Reciprocating 
British Colonies |British Colonies. 
43 Spices and per Ib. | per lb. per Ib. | per Ib. 
turmeric: ) ! | | 
Ground = ¢ 2}d.) 4d. | 2¢d. | dd. 
Unground ) | | ad. | id. 








Crass IV.—Duty 3 per cent. ad valorem, with a rebate 
of the whole duty on goods, the growth, produce, or manu- 
facture of the United Kingdom and reciprocating British 
Colonies. 





Proposed Amendment or 
Addition. }: 


Tariff Article. 


Item. 








90 Collodion Cotton, glycerine The addition of ‘*‘ Amotol.” 
_ other than crude, and kiesel- 


guhr in bulk. 


1]2 Leather, patent enamelled, 112. Leather: patent enam- 
- roan and morocco, pigskin elled, roan and morocco, pig- 

in the piece: not falling | skin in the piece, and valve 

under Item 29, and valve hide. | 

hide. 112. Leather: imitation 
leatherette, including pega- 
moid, rexine, and similar 

articles used for upholster- 

| ‘Ing. 
116 Meerschaum, amber and_= The addition of “* pipe-stems 
amberoid in the rough for other than wooden, and 
making smokers’ pipes. mouthpieces.” 
120 Paper: all paper inits origi- Paper: all paper, includin 
- nal mill ream wrapper or | tissue paper in its origina 
reels, not less in size than | will ream wrapper not less 
16 in. by 15 in., not includ- than 16in. by 15 in. when 
ing feint or ruled papers, imported in the flat, and 
but including tissue papers. paper in reels not less than 
9 in. wide, but not including 
feint or ruled papers, blot- 
ing, wall, or sanitary papers. | 
Ciass V.—Free of duty. 
Tariff Article. Proposed Amendment or 
Item. Addition. 





- Dyes for manufacturing pur- 
poses, and substances for 
bating, tanning, and finish- 
ing of leather, including 
alum. 


167 Dyes for manufacturing pur- 
poses, and tanning  sub- 
stances for leather, includ- 
ing alum. 


It is also proposed in the Bill to delete the present 
definition of ‘‘adulterated leather,’? and to substitute the 
following definition, viz. :— 

Leather, other than roan, morocco, patent, enamelled and 
fancy leather, and valve hide, shall be deemed to be 
adulterated, weighted or loaded if it contains:— 


(1) When vegetable tanned: 


(a) over 2 per cent. mineral ash; 
(6) over 1 per cent. glucose ; 
(c) any barium or lead salt; 
(d) any magnesium sulphate. 
(2) When mineral or combination tanned: 


(a) over 1} per cent. mineral ash other than tanning 
agent ; 

(b) any glucose ; 

(c) any barium or lead salt; 

(d) any magnesium sulphate. 


_— 
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EXPORT SECTION. 








EXPORTS TO DENMARK AND HOLLAND. 


The Director of the War Trade Department refers to the 
announcements which appeared in the ‘‘Board of Trade 
Journal” of 2lst February, 1918 (page 218), and 16th May, 
1918 (page 605), with regard to the grant of licences for the 
export of certain goods to Scandinavia and Holland, and 
announces that after consultation with the United States 
and Allied Governments it has been decided to substitute 
for the list of goods specified in the schedules to these 
announcements, the following schedule, being a revised and 
enlarged list of goods, to take effect as from the 25th June, 
1915, and to be applicable to Denmark and Holland. 

Exporters and others who have already sent in applica- 
tions for licences for the export to Denmark and Holland 
of any of the goods specified and have been informed that 
consideration of their applications has been deferred pend- 
ing a further announcement, are requested to renew the 
attention of the War Trade Department to their applications 
and to quote in each case the reference number which has 
already been furnished 

It should, however, be understood that it will only be 
possible to grant licenves in approved cases and in so far as 
British and Allied requirements will permit. 


*SCHEDULE. 


Adding and calculating machines. 

Alabaster for statuary purposes. 

Artists’ material, excluding oils and turpentines. 

Athletic goods not containing rubber or leather. 

Automobiles, passenger and spare parts, but not tyres or 
accessories. 

Bicycles and spare parts, but not tyres or accessories. 

Buttons of bone or horn. 

Carpets, Oriental, of high value. 

Cash registers. 

China. 

China clay. 

Clocks, including clocks for time checking. 


Clothing (made up) of silk or mixed silk. 
Coral. 


Dental burs 
Dental filling materials, other than such as contain platinum 
or other rare metals. 
Diamends other than industrial diamonds. 
Drugs, etc., the following :— 
Acetyl salicylic acid. 
Amidol and substitutes. 
Arsenobillon. 
Bromine. 
Camomile. 
Digitalis. 
Kucaine. 
Ferric compounds. 
Hydrobromic acid. 
Kharsevan. 
Metol. 
Nitrate of silver. 
Opium, alkaloids of. 
Salicylic acid. 
Saltcake (subject to special conditions). 
Sodium bromide. 
Dyes and dyestufis. 
Earthenware. 
Electro-plated goods and silverware containing not more 
than 5 per cent. of nickel or copper. 
Feathers of high value. 
Films (subject to special conditions). 
Flower seeds, except seeds of oil-bearing plants. 
Fiowers, artificial. 
Fountain pens. 
Furs of high value. 
Gauge glasses. 
Glassware. 
Hair ornaments and combs, except such as are manufactured 
from casein or corozo. 
Hardware (builders), if of iron or steel. 
Hats, felt, trimmed ready for wear. 
Hats, straw. 
*Export licences will not be granted in respect of any 
article in this schedule should it contain an undue propor- 
tion of rubber, tin, copper, or lead. 
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Household furnishings, fixtures and equipment if mani. 
factured of wood, iron, or steel. 

Jewellery, imitation, 

Laces, hand-made, such as Maltese lace. 

Laundry machinery not containing rubber or copper. | 

Ledgers, loose leaf and similar stationery (subject to special 
conditions). 

Lighting fixtures, if of iron or steel. 

Machinery for the manufacture of cotton goods. 

Machinery, spare or replacement parts of (subject to special 
conditions). 

Marble for statuary purposes. 

Medical appliances, other than appliances containing rubber, 

Morocco leather, small fancy goods. 

Motor cycles and spare parts, but not tyres or accessories, 

Musical instruments, except instruments composed entirely 
or mainly of metal. 

Office furniture, equipment and supplies. 

Oil paintings. 

Opera glasses for use in theatres. 

Pen nibs. 

Perfumery, but not essential oils. 

Phonographs. 

Phonographic records. 

Photographic goods other than cinema films. 

Pianos. 

Pictures, reproductions of. 

Precious stones (real and imitation). 

Printing presses, not containing an undue proportion of 
copper, nickel or antimony. 

Razors, safety (and blades) not containing nickel or tin. 

Ribvons, silk. 

Sanitary ware (plumbers’ goods), if of iron or steel or 
earthenware. 

Scales and balances, ns; including weights of copper or brass. 

Screw spanners for cycles. 

Sewing machines. 

Shrubs. 

Spectacles. 

Sugar-refining machinery (subject to special conditions). 

Surgical appliances other than appliances containing rubber. 

Teeth, artificial (except such as contain platinum, iridiun, 
ot other rare metals) 

Toilet preparations (excluding soap) not in tin or lead 
containers and not containing more than 1 per cent. of 
glycerine. 

Tooth brushes. 

Toys. 

Trimmings, silk. 

Truffles, fresh or preserved. 

Type-setting and type-casting machinery (excluding type 
metal). 

Typewriters and spare parts and accessories (except type 
writer ribbons not cut for use and except those over two 
inches wide). . 

Wall paper. 

Wines. 


OF WOOL: FORTHCOMING 

CONFERENCE. 

The Director of the War Trade Department desires to 
give notice that the next Conference to consider questions 
affecting the export of wool will be held at the War Trade 
Department, 4, Central Buildings, Westminster, London, 
S.W. 1, on Tuesday, 9th July, at 10.30 a.m., and that 
admission will be exclusively by ticket. 

Applications for tickets to attend the Conference should he 
made by letter, marked ‘‘ Wool Conference,” addressed to 
the Secretary (Wool Sub-Committee), War Trade Depart- 
merit, as above, and should be in his possession not later than 
Monday, Ist July. Applications can only be considered if 
made by an official of a Chamber of Commerce, or similar 
organisation interested, who should state the name of the 
representative authorised to attend on behalf of the organt- 
sation. 

The Secretary should be notified at any early date of any 
matters which it is desired to bring up for discussion, 1n 
order that, if approved, they may be added to the agenda. 





EXPORTS 











APPROVED CONSIGNEES IN CHINA. 

The Foreign Trade Department of the Foreign Office 
announces the following additions to the lists cf persons 
and bodies of persons to whom articles to be exported to 
China may be consigned : — 


ADDITIONS. 


Inabata Shoten K., Tientsin. 
Min Yuen Paper Works, Kuangtung. 
Quark, F. W., Wuchow. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 


STATUTORY LIST. 


AMENDMENTS TO LIST OF FIRMS IN FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES WITH WHOM TRADING IS 
PROHIBITED. 

An Order of Council, dated 14th June, amends in the 


following respects the Statutory List of persons and bodies 
of persons with whom trading is prohibited : — 


SCHEDULE. 
ADDITIONS TO LIST. 
ARGENTINA, PARAGUAY AND URvUGUAY. 
Longhi, Olivio, Montevideo, Uruguay. — . 
Svensson, Ohlsson and Company, Cerrito 36, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. 








Bo.ivia. 


Cerveceria Taquina (see Taquina Cerveceria). 
Gasser, Gebhardt, Santa Cruz. 

Kruzfeldt, Guillermo, Riberalta. 

Taquina, Cerveceria, Cochabamba. 


BRAZIL. 


Bernadelli Hermenegildo, Pelotas, Porto Alegre, Rio 
Grande. 

Brazil, A., and Company (Fundicio Sao Pedro), Rua Mare- 
chal Floriano Peixoto 197 and 203, and Rua Sao Pedro 
226 and 334, Rio de Janeiro. | 

Jurguens, John, and Company, Rua da Alfandega 120, and 
Caixa do Correio 194, Rio de Janeiro. 

Kuehlen, Otto, Para. 

Meister and Company, Caixa Postal 77, Bahia. 

Reiniger, Schmitt and Company, Rua 7 de Setembro, Porto 
Alegre. 

oath. Richard, Rua Marechal Floriana, Rio Grande do 
Sul. 

“Vaterland’”’ (newspaper), Porto Alegre. 


‘“Volksblatt’? (newspaper), Porto Alegre. 
CHILE. 


Jacobitz, Otto, Santiago. 
CoLoMBIA. 
Friedrich, Arthur, Cartagena. 
Costa Rica. 


Kern, Heinrich, San José. 
Kohkemper, Josef, San José. 
Libreria, Lehmann (see Sauter and Company). 
Pages, Geronimo, San José. 
Peters, Wilhelm, San José. 
Sauter, Federico, San José. . 
Sauter and Company (Libreria Lehmann, Tipografia Leh- 
mann), San José. 
Starke, Frederico, Tuis. | 
Tipografia Lehmann (see Sauter and Company). 
Versmann, Heinrich, San José. 
Weber, José, San José. 
ECUADOR. 
Alban Hermamos (partners Alciviades, Alfredo, Felipe, 
Juan, Luis and Pedro Alban), Machalilla. 
Alban, Alciviades (see Alban Hermanos). 
Alban, Alfredo (see Alban Hermanos). 
Alban, Felipe (see Alban Hermanos), 
Alban, Juan (see Alban Hermanos). 
Alban, Luis (see Alban Hermanos). 
Alban, Pedro (see Alban Hermanos). 
‘“Anamaria,’’ Plantation, Quevedo, Los Rios. 


GUATEMALA. 


Guttmann, Leon, and Company, 8a Avenida Sur 4, Guate- 
mala City. 

Hegel, Carlos, Guatemala City. 

Perez Hermanos, Guatemala City. 

‘‘Rosario,’’ Finca, Tumbador. a 

Scharoch, Augusto (Agent for Allgemeine Electricitats 
Gesellschaft), Guatemala City. 

Zadik, A., and Company, Guatemala City. 


MEXIco. 


Agencia Maritima de Puerto Angeles, Puerto Angeles. 

Escobar, Jose Maria, Mocorito. 

Fabrica de Hielo de Reimers Hermanos, Aguascalientes. 

Hussong, John, Ensenada. 

Lutmann and Edelmann, Tapachula. 

Mancha, Fausto, La Cruz. 

Medrano, Ramon, Villa Union. 

Muller, George Pablo, Vera Cruz. 

Muller, G. Sues. (Drogueria Vera Cruz), Vicario 21, Vera 

Cruz. 

Reimers, Augustin (Partner of Reimers Hermanos), Zace- 

tecas, Aguascalientes. 











GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





Ritter and Bock Sucs., S. en C., Merida, Yucatan. 
Tisnado, Emilio, Guamuchil. 


NETHERLANDS. 


Demelinne, M. J. Alph., Singel 10, Amsterdam. 

‘‘ Fisco,’ N/V. Conservenfabriek, Middenhavenstraat, 
1jmuiden. 

Freericks, A., 2de Van de Boschstraat 10, The Hague. 

Itallie, Mrs. B. van, Hondecoeterstr. 56, Amsterdam. 

“Keulsche Vaart, De’’ Stoombootdienst, Konigslaan 74, 
Utrecht. 

Maatschappij Voor in Uit en Doorvoer-Handel N/V., 
Rokin 65-67, Amsterdam. 

Machinefabriek en Scheepswerf N/V., van P. Smit, Jr., 
Rotterdam 

Smit, P., Jr., N/V., Machinefabrieck en Scheepswerf, 
Varkenoordsch-edijk 88, Rotterdam. 

Weinberger, Max, and Company, N/V. (Electro Technische 
Magazijnen v/h., N-V.), Prinsengracht 375, Amsterdam. 

Weissenborn, Th., 2de Van Den Bochstraat 10, The Hague. 


NETHERLANDS East INDIEs. 


Bauer, Georg Ludwig, Soerakarta, Java. 
Chea Cham Yong, Post Box No. 68, Medan. 
Fenjan, Macassar. 
Pigboom, T. H. W., P.O. Box, W.H. 200, Sourabaya. 
Tan Khay Tjing, Sourabaya. 
Norway. 
Gluckstadt, Fr., Prinsensgt 268, and Nils Juelsgt. 6, 
Christiania. 
Guthormsen, C. A/S., Karl Johansg. 8, Christiania. 
Meyer, Rolf, Grénland and Toldbodg 2, Drammen and 
Christiania. 
PERSIA. 
Hekimian, Gober, Teheran. 
PERU. 


Acevedo, Carlos A., Calle de la Merced, Lima. 
Agencia General Del Centro, Huancayo. 
Benites, Guillermo. 
Bischoffshausen,, Gustavo W. von, Lima. 
Dammert, A., and Company, Lima. 
Delgado, O. A., Paita. 
Eddelbuttel, Wilhelm, Arequipa. 
Hassler, Walter, Trujillo. 
Hilbck, Frederick, Piura. 
Hoeller, Otto, Huancayo. 
Meiners, Adolf, Gallos 289, Lima. 
Richarz, Paul, Lima. 
Singlemann, Martin, Mollendo. 
Weiss, Mmilio, Callao. 
PORTUGAL, 
Herold, O., and Company, Rua da Nova Alfandega 22, 
Oporto; and Rua da Prata 14, Lisbon. 


SALVADOR. 
Hecht, Hermann, Sonsonate, San Salvador. 


SPAIN. 

Agudo, Domingo, Pamplona. 

Amme, Giesecke and Konegen A/G., Canizaris 18, Madrid. 

Armbruster, Eugenio, Calle Juan de Mena, 12, Madrid. 

Bascos Almundevar, Manuel, Huesca. 

Boehm, Enrique, Fregenal de la Sierra, Badajos. 

Blas, Herrero, Frigiliana, Malaga. 

Burmeister, J., Hotel de Roma, Madrid. 

Centeno, José Maria, Catedral Vieja 5, Cadiz. 

Daehnhardt and Company, Calle O’Donnell 21, Madrid. 

Daehnhardt, Ernesto, Calle O’ Donnell 21, Madrid. 

Garcia Cuervo, Gumesindo, Calle Marques. de San Esteban 
50, Gijon. 

Garcia Martin, Eugenio, Calle Belen 16, Madrid. 

Gebhard, Herman, Calle de Moreto 8, Madrid. 

Hofer, August H., Calle Santa Teresa 8 and 10, Barcelona. 

Jerosch, Georg (or Jorge), Santa Catalina 5, Madrid. 

Lerbs, Hans, Torrente Serca, and Calle Libreros, Valencia. 

Llorens y Casamitjana, Eduardo, Paseo de Gracia 93, Bar- 
celona. 

Marcus, Otto, Calle Alarcon 29, Madrid. 

Marcus and Harting, Calle Alarcon 29, Madrid. 

Ochoa de Zabalegui, Camilo, Alameda 4, San Sebastian, 
and Pasajes. 

Revesz, Andres, Calle Belen 16, Madrid. 

Revista de Austria-Hungaria, Calle Belen 16, Madrid. 

Robles, Angel, Calle Silva 6, Madrid, and Calle Bailen 22, 
Bilbao. 

Scharka, Juan, Villa Martin 9, Cartagena. 

Schumacher, Oscar, Calle Belen 16, Madrid. 


VENEZUELA, 
Cerveceria National, La, Caracas. 
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REMOVALS FROM LIST. 
MExiIco. 
Berger, Leon, Av. de Independencia 12, Mexico City. 


Dreinhofer, J. F., Sucr., Av. San Francisco 17, Mexico 


City. 
Seckbach and Company, S. en C., 6a Gabino Barreda 118, 


Mexico City. 
NETHERLANDS East INDIES. 

Hoedt and Company, Handel Maatschappy, Sourabaya. 
PERU. 

Pallete, A. A., Paita and Pacasmayo. 
SPAIN. 

Senesteva, Ramon, Junqueras 10, Barcelona. 

VENEZUELA. 


Lima, A. D. de, Maracaibo. 
Portillo and Hermanos, Maracaibo. 


VARIATIONS IN LIST. 


Corrections in the names and additions to addresses of 
persons or firms whose names have been already published 
on the respective dates shown in the margin are made as 
under : — 

Costa Rica. 
lst March, 1918.—Esquivel, Jaime (‘‘Eureka, La’’), San 

José. 

Ist March, 1918.—“Eureka, La’’ (Esquivel, Jaime), San 

José. 

Ist February, 1918.—Knéhr, Edgar, and Company, Avenida 

Central Este, San José. 

Ist March, 1918.—Knéhr, Erik Oscar (of Knoéhr, Juan 

Hijos), San José. 

Ist February, 1918.—Krase, Erik, San José. 
Ist February, 1918.—Wahle, Carlos, Wolfgang, Avenida 

Central Este, San José. 


HonpDuvrRAS. 
15th February, 1918.—Drechsel, Diderico, Amapala, and 
Tegucigalpa. . 
MEXICO. 


3lst May, 1918.—Bicrmeister, Gustave, Mazatlan, should 
read: Burgmeister, Gustavo, Mazatlan, whose name was 
published in the Schedule of the 24th May. 
PERSIA. 
16th March, 1916.—Seskiel Nawi, Tehran, should read: 
Heskiel Nawi, Tehran. 
SPAIN. 


24th March, 1916.—Lehner, Amande, Alicante. 





TEXTILE SECTION. 


CENSUS OF STOCKS OF WOOL AND WOOL 
TOPS. 

The Secretary of the War Office in announcing the decision 
ef the Director of Raw Materials to call for a Census of all 
stocks of Wool and Wool Tops on 30th June, wishes to draw 
the attention of all Storekeepers and Warehousemen, includ- 
ing Dock Companies, Shipping Companies, Canal and Rail- 
way Companies, to the fact that they will be required, under 
the provisions of the Army Council Order of 29th September, 
19i7, to furnish full particulars of all stocks on their premises 
held on account of British or Foreign Clients, exclusive of 
Wools held on account of the War Office, also, in the case of 
Dock Companies, Shipping Companies, and Railway Com- 
panies, of Wools or Wool Tops which may be unclaimed. 

All such persons who on previous occasions have not 
received a Census Form are requested to send an intimation 
to this effect forthwith in writing, to the Director of Raw 
Materials, Room 370, Caxton House, Tothill Street, 
Westminster, S.W. 1. 


—_—_ SO 








OFFICERS’ PRIORITY ‘A’? CLOTHS. 

With reference to the notice on Officers’ Priority ‘‘A’’ 
Cloths on page 718 of the ‘Journal’ of 6th June, the 
Director of Army Contracts states that the following correc- 
tions should be made: — 

P.A. 5, £1 I1s., instead of £1. 

P.A. 8, £1, instead of £1 1s.; 

P.A 13, 10s., instead of 10s. 3d. 





SHEEPSKINS (RUGS AND MATS) ORDER, 1918. 
The Army Council, under date 12th June, have made an 
Order, as follows :— 
1. No person shall, without a permit issued by or on 


behalf of the Director of Raw Materials, put into process 


—————___ 
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of manufacture for the production of Rugs or Mats any 
Sheepskins or Lambskins in any state. 

2. This Order may be cited as the Sheepskins (Rugs and 
Mats) Order, 1918. 

[A notice relative to the export of mats and rugs made 
from sheepskins appeared on p. 749 of last week’s issue of 
the ‘Journal.’’| 





FLAX SEED (IRELAND) ORDER, 1918. 

The Minister of Munitions, under date 18th June, has 
made an Order, as follows:— 

1. It shall be the duty of every grower of Flax in Ireland 
during the season of 1918 to save the Seed from one-eighth 
of his crop of Flax, and to comply with any regulations that 
may be prescribed in this behalf by the Department of 


- Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, provided 


that nothing in this clause shall be deemed to apply to any 
grower having under flax in the year 1918 a total area not 
exceeding two statute roods, and provided further that 
notaing in this clause shall be deemed to apply to flax of 
any variety other than a fibre variety. 

2. No person shall :—- 

(i) accept, receive into his possession, or take delivery 
of, whether for scutching or otherwise any flax grown in 
ireland in the season of 1918 otherwise than upon receipt 
of a declaration, made in such form as may be prescribed 
by the Department of Agriculture and Technica! Instruc. 
tion for Ireland, by the grower or owner of such flax, (a) 
that the provisions of this Order have been complied with, 
or (b) that the grower had under flax in the year 1918 a 
total area not exceeding two statute roods, or (c) that the 
flax is not the produce of a fibre variety of seed. 

(11) Take delivery of, or scutch, flax the property of any 
detaulter under this Order, after receipt from the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland 
of notification of default. 


3. No person shall, without a permit issued by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, 
purchase, sell or offer for sale from or on behalf of any 
grower of flax or any other person, any flax on foot, or 
undeseeded flax straw saved for seed in compliance with the 
provisions of this Order. 

4. Any person failing to comply with any provision hereof, 
or with any regulation or permit that may be made or issued 
hereunder, shall be guilty of an offence against the Defence 
of the Realm Regulations. 


do. This Order may be cited as the Flax Seed (Ireland) 
Order, 1918. 





FOOD ORDERS. 





The following is a summary of the more important Orders 
and Notifications issued by the Ministry of Food since the 
last issue of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ :— 


STRAWBERRIES, RASPBERRIES AND 
CURRANTS. 


An Order has been issued, which takes effect as from 
17th June, restricting the price of Strawberries, Raspberries, 
Black Currants, and Red Currants in the United Kingdom. 

Ihe fruit crop, as estimated by the Board of Agriculture, 
is considerably below the average, and the Food Controller 
tlierefore finds it necessary to earmark the bulk of the fruit 
for jam, in order to meet the minimum requirements of the 
Army and Navy, and to provide, as far as practicabie, for 
civilian needs. 

Ali contracts existing on 17th June for the sale of any 
fruit grown or to be delivered in the United Kingdom are 
cancelied. 

Growers who have more than one cwt. of any of the fruit 
named above may not sell such fruit te any person other than 
a licensed jam manufacturer or a recognised fruit salesman, 
who has undertaken in writing that he will resell the fruit 
to a licensed jam manufacturer. Growers and fruit sales- 
men to whom this provision applies should take care to 
satisfy themselves before disposing of fruit to any person 
purporting to buy, as or on behalf of a jam manufacturer, 
thau the purchaser either holds the necessary licence from 
the Ministry of Food, or is the duly accredited agent of a 
jam manufacturer holding such a licence. 

The importation into the United Kingdom of Strawberries, 
Raspberries, and Red and Black Currants is controlled by 
the provision that no person may take delivery of such fruit 
without the authority of the Food Controller. 

Pulp made from any of these fruits may not be sold except 
to a licensed jam manufacturer or be used except for making 
jam. 
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HOME MELT TALLOW AND GREASE 
(MAXIMUM PRICES) ORDER, 1918. 

This Order has been issued by the l’ood Controller for the 
purpose of fixing maximum prices for Kdible Bone-Fat and 
Dripping and various ‘lechnical Tallows and Greases manu- 
factured from Raw Beef and Mutton Fat and Bones, and 
other commodities, and foliows on the fixing of maximum 
prices for Raw Beef and Mutton Fats by the Edible Offals 
(Maximum Prices) Order, 1918. 

Edible Bone-l'at and Dripping is defined by the Order as 
Bone-i'at or Dripping manuiactured in the United Kingdom 
by a process other than the acid process from Raw Beef 
Fat and Raw Mutton Fat or Beet or Mutton Bones, and 
containing not more than 1 per cent. of water and impurities 
(taken together), and not more than 2 per cent. Free l'atty 
Acids, all other Bone-Fat or Dripping being deemed to be 
Technical Tallow. 

‘he Order comes into operation on 24th June, 1918. 
HOME MELT TALLOWS AND GREASES 
(REQUISITION) ORDER. 

Under this Order the owner of every factory or worksnop 
engaged in making Kdible Dripping and Bone Fat and other 
Home Melt ‘aiiows and Greases, is required to hold at his 
disposal his stock at 29th June and his future output. The 
Order also requires the owners of such factories and work- 
shops to keep records as to cost of manufacture, and, when 
required, to make returns. 

RAW BEEF AND MUTTON FAT (LICENSING OF 
PURCHASES) ORDER. 

{This Order has been issued with a view to the more effi- 
cient handling of Raw Beef and Mutton Fats, maximum 
prices for which were fixed by the Edible Offals (Maximum 
Prices) Order dated Ist May, 1918. ; 

{'o achieve this it is provided that no person shall either 
buy such Fat, or render, melt or treat the same except 
under a Licence issued by the Food Controller. 

Pursuant to the Order, two classes of Licence will be 
issued—(a) A Collector’s Licence; (b) a Melter’s Licence; 
and a licensed Collector will be allowed 24 per cent. for his 
services. 

Forms of Application for such Licences can be obtained 
forthwith from the Director of Oils and Fats, Ministry of 
Food, New County Hall, Lambeth, 8.E. 

The foregoing arrangements have been made in consul- 
tation with representative Tallow Makers and others, and 
an Association of Raw Fat Melters called the Raw Fat 
Meiters’ Association of Great Britain, is now being formed 
to assist the Food Controller in the matter. 

The Order comes into operation on and after the Ist July, 
1918. 

REVISED BUTTER DISTRIBUTION SCHEME. 

With a view to improving the distribution of butter the 
Food Controller will shortly introduce a revised scheme tor 
the distribution of Government butter under’ which 
approved wholesalers, blenders and importers will be 
licensed by the Ministry of Food. 

t‘orms of application for such licences are being issued to 
all traders now operating as agents for the distribution of 
Government butter whose names have been furnished to the 
Ministry, and any trader at present acting as a wholesaler, 
blender, or unporter of Government butter who has not 
received a form by 2lst June should apply to the Butter 
Section, Ministry of Food, New County Hall, Westminster 
Bridge Road, 8.W. 1. 

After 6th July no wholesaler, blender, or importer will 
receive supplies of Government butter unless he has been 
licensed as a supplier by the Ministry of Food. 

RETAIL PRICES FOR OLD POTATOES. 

An Order has been made by the Food Controller extending 
ine schedule of retail prices for old potatoes. Retailers who 


pay more than Qs. 4d. for their potatoes may sell in quan- 
tities of less than 7 Ib. at the rate of 13d. per lb. 


GENERAL SECTION. 


PAPER RESTRICTION ORDER No. 2, 1918. 


The Paper Restriction Order No. 2, 1918, dated 17th June, 
1915, has been made by the Board of Trade under Regula- 
tions 2F and 2JJ of the Defence of the Realm Regulations. 
The text of the Order is as follows :— 

The Board of Trade, deeming it expedient to make 
further exercise of the powers conferred upon them by 
Regulations 2F and 2JJ of the Defence of the Realm Regu- 
lations as respects paper, hereby order as follows :— 

1. All importers of and dealers in imported wrapping and 
packing paper, strawboard, millboard, wood pulp board, 
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cardboard, pasteboard, boxes and cartons made of paper or 
of any of the materials aforesaid, shall, if required, supply 
during the six months ending 3lst December, 1918, to those 
persons to whom they supplied any such goods during the 
year ending 28th February, 1918, one-third of the weight of 
such goods as they supplied to them during the previous 
twelve months. 

2. All importers of and dealers in any description of im- 
ported paper other than those mentioned in paragraph 1, 
or cf imported paper-making materials, shall, if required, 
supply during the six months ending 3lst December, 1918, 
to those persons to whom they supplied during the year 
ending 28th February, 1918, any description of imported 
paper other than as aforesaid or paper-making materials, 
one-fourth of the weight of paper or of imported material 
which they supplied to them during the said year. 

3. All manufacturers of and all dealers in paper manu- 
factured in the United Kingdom shall, if required, supply 
during the six months ending 3lst December, 1918, to those 
persons to whom they supplied during the year ending 28th 
February, 1918, any description of such paper one-fourth of 
the weight of paper if manufactured wholly or mainly from 
imported material and one-third of the weight of paper if 
manufactured wholly or mainly from home-produced mate- 
rial which they supplied to such persons during the said year. 
In this paragraph ‘‘ paper ” includes strawboard, millboard, 
wood pulp board, cardboard, pasteboard, boxes and cartons 
made of paper or of any of the said materials. 

4. Where during the year ending 28th February, 1918, a 
person was, by reason of a priority certificate or certificates 
or otherwise, supplied with a greater amount of the goods 
mentioned in paragraphs 1, 2, and 3 of this Order than he 
would otherwise have been entitled to obtain under the 
regulations issued by the Royal Commission on Paper and 
then in force, such greater amount shall be excluded in cal- 
culating the amount which he is entiled to demand under 
the provisions of paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of this Order. 

5. Where a person requires to be supplied with any of 
the goods referred to in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of this 
Order, he shall give reasonable notice of his requirements to 
the importers, manufacturers or dealers from whom he is 
entitled to claim supplies. Such notice shall refer to his 
requirements during the period Ist July to 31st October, 
1918, and the period lst November to 3lst December, 1918. 
In default of such notice he shall not be entitled to receive 
such supplies. Any question as to the sufficiency or reason- 
ableness of such notice shall be determined by the Con- 
troller of Paper. Such notice shall not, unless by consent, 
be withdrawn. 

6. lf any question arises between a person who is bound 
to give and a person who is entitled to receive supplies 
under paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of this Order as to the price 
at which the goods are to be supplied, such question shall, 
in default of agreement, be determined by the Controller of 
Paper, whose decision shal! be final. 

7. Where an importer, manufacturer or dealer after ful- 
filling orders placed with him in accordance with paragraphs 
1, 2 and 3 of this Order, and in respect of which priority 
certificates have been issued, is unable to meet in full all 
other claims under this Order, he shall hold and dispose of 
the balance of this stock, if any, in accordance with the 
regulations of the Controller of Paper. 

if, after fulfilling all claims under this Order, such person 
has uty surplus stock, he shall hold and dispose of such 
surpius in accordance with the said regulations. Such re- 
gulations shall be issued under the hand of the Controller 
and may be varied as occasion requires.” 

8. If, in the opinion of the Controller of Paper, the ful- 
filment of any requirement made under paragraphs 1 or 2 
of this Order is impossible or unreasonable, having regard 
to any restrictions in force or to circumstances arising out 
of tne present war or to any other sufficient reason he may 
in writing excuse the fulfilment of any such requirement or 
any part thereof. 

Y. All persons shall obey the instructions of the Controller 
of Paper relating to the manufacture, purchase, sale (in- 
cluding the fixing of maximum prices), distribution, supply, 
transport, or storage of paper, and all articles mentioned 
in paragraphs 1 and 2 hereof. . 

10. In this Order the expression ‘‘ paper-making mate- 
rials’ includes pulp, esparto grass, linen and cotton rags, 
and any material used in the manufacture of paper. 

11. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Paper 
Restriction Order No. 5, 1917, the priority certificates issued 
thereunder may be in such form as the Controller of Paper 
may from time to time direct. The Schedule to this Order 
is hereby substituted for the second part of the Schedule - 
to the said Order. Ne priority certificate issued under the 
said Order shall be valid unless endorsed as provided in the 
Schedule hereto. 
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12. The Paper [Restriction Order, 1918, is hereby revoked 
without prejudice to any act or matter done or suffered or 
proceeding instituted thereunder. 

13. Infringements of this Order are summary offences 
under the Defence of the Realm Regulations. 

14. This Order may be cited as the Paper Restriction 
Order, No. 2, 1918. 

SCHEDULE. 


Until further notice priority certificates may be issued 
subject to endorsement, as herein provided, in order to 
secure supplies under the Paper Regulations in respect of : — 

1. Any Contract or Order placed by the Admiralty, 
War Office, Ministry of Munitions, Air Ministry, Depart- 
ment of Aircraft Production, Ministry of Food or H.M. 
Stationery Office, certified to be such contract or order by 
endorsement of the Certificate by the Government Depart- 
ment concerned. 

2. Any Contract or Order which one of the above-named 
Department certifies in writing by endorsement of the Cer- 
tincate to be War or Munitions work. 

3. Any Contract or Order placed by an Allied Govern- 
nent by or with the consent in writing (by endorsement 
of the Certificate) of one of the above-named Departments. 

4, Any Contract or Order placed by any other Govern- 
ment Department or Government of a British Possession 
which the Department or Government representative in 
the United Kingdom certifies in writing to be such Con- 
tract or Order, subject to confirmatory endorsement of the 
Certificate by the Controller of Paper. 

5. Any Contract or Order placed by a Railway Company 
in the United Kingdom, or by the Railway Executive 
Committee, subject to endorsement of the Certificate by 
the aforesaid Committee. sti 

6. Any Contract or Order placed by Municipal Authori- 
ties, companies supplying electric light, gas, water, or 
power for public consumption, canal, tramway and 
omnibus companies, or banks, subject to endorsement of 
the Certificate by the Controller of Paper. , 

7. Any Contract or Order which the Controller of Paper 
directs to be treated as on an equality with War work. 





RUSSIAN TERRITORY IN HOSTILE 
OCCUPATION. 

CERTIFICATE UNDER THE TRADING WITH THE ENEMY (OCCUPIED 
TERRITORY) PROCLAMATION, DATED 16TH FeEsRuARy, 19105. 

The following Certificate was issued from the War Office, 
under date llth June :— ra 

I, George Kynaston Cockerill, C.B., a Brigadier-General 
in His Majesty’s Army, being a person authorised by a 
Secretary of State to give Certificates under paragraph 3 
of the Trading with the Enemy (Occupied Territory) Pro- 
clamation, 1915, hereby certify that in addition to the 
territory comprised in the certificate given by me on the 
9th May, 1918, the following territory in Russia may be 
regarded as territory in hostile occupation :— 

The Province of the Don Cossacks. 

Kutais. . 

The territory in Russia which may be regarded as in 
hostile Occupation comprises : — 


Esthonia. Podolia. 

Livonia. Kiev. 

Courland. Kharkov. 

Kovno. Orel. 

Vilna. Kursk. 

Bialystok. Bessarabia. 

Vitebsk. Kholm. 

Poland. Kherson. 

Grodno. Ekaterinoslav. 

Pskov. Province of the Don Cossacks. 
Minsk. Taurida (including Crimea). 
Volhynia. Ardahan. 

Mogilev. Kars. 

Tchernigov. Batum. 

Poltava. Kutais. 


George Kynaston Cockerill, 
Brigadier-General. 





MANUFACTURE, SALE, ETC... OF COMPRESSED 
HYDROGEN. 

The Admiralty have issued an Order, under the Defence 
of the Realm Regulations, dated 11th June, providing that 

(1) no person or company manufacturing or supplying 
conipressed hydrogen shall sell or supply the same otherwise 
than to such persons or companies and in such quantities as 
the Deputy Controller for Armament Production shall from 
time to time direct. 

(2) All persons and companies manufacturing or supplying 
free or compressed hydrogen for sale or for their own use 
or as a bye-product are required to furnish the particuiars 
specified in the Schedule to this Order within 14 days from 
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the date hereof, and shall thereafter render such full and 
accurate returns relative to their manufacture, sales or 
supplies as the said Deputy Controller for Armament Pro. 
duction shall from time to time direct. 

(3) All persons and companies requiring to purchase 
hydrogen shall render such full and accurate returns as the 
said Deputy Controller for Armament Production shall from 
time to time direct. 

(4) Any failure to comply with any restriction or condition 
imposed or with any directions given hereunder will be an 
offence against the Defence of the Realm Regulations. 

SCHEDULE. 

1. Type of plant, manufacture and process used. 

2. The address and locality in which plant is situated, 
and what facilities for transport of compressed hydrogen 
exist or are in contemplation. 

3. Amount of free hydrogen produced per week, stating 
_ many hours the plant is working per week of seven 

ays. 

4. Maximum possible amount of free hydrogen which can 
be made by the plant, stating how many hours worked per 
week of seven days. 

5. Total amount of hydrogen consumed at works, and for 
what purpose. Total amount of hydrogen disposed of, to 
whom it is supplied, and for what purpose. 

6. Purity of hydrogen produced, stating what impurities 
exist and in what quantities. 

7. Number, type and free gas capacity of hydrogen com- 
pressors, stating what type of power is used to drive them, 
to what pressure they are capable of compressing hydrogen, 
and how many hours per day and week of seven days each 
compressor is being worked and/or is capable of being 
worked. 





MOTOR SPIRIT (CONSOLIDATION) AND GAS 
ORDER. 


The Motor Spirit (Consolidation) and Gas Restriction 
Order, 1918, Amendment Order, dated 15th June, 1918, 
made by the Board of Trade pursuant to Regulations 2F 
and 2 JJ of the Defence of the Realm Regulations. 

The Board of Trade deeming it expedient to make further 
exercise of the powers conferred upon them by Regulations 
2F and 2JJ of the Defence of the Realm Regulations as 
regards motor spirit hereby order as follows :— 

1.—This Order may be cited as the Motor Spirit (Consoli- 
dation) and Gas Restriction Order, 1918, Amendment Order, 
and shall be read and construed together with the Motor 
Spirit (Consolidation) and Gas Restriction Order, 1918, 
hereinafter referred to as the Principal Order, and the two 
Orders may be cited together as the Motor Spirit and Gas 
Restriction Orders, 1918. 

2.—The several words terms and expressions to which 
meanings are assigned in the Principal Order have the same 
respective meanings in this Order. 

3.—Paragraph 38D of the Principal Order relating to 
Motor Cabs is hereby revoked, and in lieu thereof the fol- 
lowing paragraph shall be substituted :— 

3D.—For driving a motor cab 

(a) for any purpose (except a purpose prohibited by 
paragraph 5 of the Principal Order) within the 
limits of the area where it is licensed to stand or 
ply for hire, and to any place situate not more 
than three miles from the boundary of such area 
and for returning from such place. 

(b) on any sudden or urgent necessity where life or limb 
is or may be endangered. 

(c) for the conveyance of a sick or injured person for 
the purpose of receiving medical or surgical treat- 
ment or for the removal of such person from a 
hospital or nursing home or from one residence to 
another, and for visits to a person who is danger- 
ously ill. 

4.—Paragraph 8E (2) of the Principal Order is hereby 
revoked, and in lieu thereof the following paragraph shall 
be substituted :— 


(2) the owner of every hire car shall keep a record of all 
lettings with the names and addresses of the hirers 
and particulars of the journey where the car was 
hired at the garage, office or place of business of the 
owner, and such record shall be open for inspection 
at all times by a police officer or an officer of the 
Board of Trade. 

5.—The words ‘“‘or for conveying passengers on pleasure 
trips’ in paragraph 4 of the Principal Order shall not apply 
to a motor boat used as a ferry boat, while plying to and 
fro across a ferry, where a boat was accustomed to ply: 
between the same points in the month of October. 1917. 

6.—This Order shall come into effect on 24th June, 1918.. 
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The Central European 
Powers. 


' GERMANY. 


INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH. 
DISCOVERY OF A NEW RADIO-ACTIVE ELEMENT. 


The Miinchner Neueste Nachrichten learns that after 
several unsuccessful efforts on the part of several scientists 
to discover the mother-substance of actinium, recent efforts 
have succeeded in discovering not only this substance, but 
also in it a new radio-active element of great emissive power. 
L. Meitner states that the material taken as a starting 
point for the investigation was the residue, insoluble in 
saltpetre and acids, of pitch-blende, which forms the raw 
material of radium. This residue was subjected to treat- 
ment which finally left undissolved only the substances of 
the tantalum group; and this final residue showed a radia- 
tion, at first weak but afterwards increasing greatly though 
gradually, which proceeded mainly from the evolution of 
actinium, showing that the new element contains actinium 
and must indeed be its mother-substance. The new element 
has been named Protactinium. Its period of semi-dis- 
integration, 7.¢., the length of time which elapses before 
half the atoms are separated from one another, probably 
fluctuates between 1,200 and 18,000 years. The production 
of protactinium requires large quantities of raw material; 
from about one kilog. of the pitch-blende residues insoluble 
in saltpetre and acids only 73 milligrammes of protactinium 
are obtained, and the pitch-blende residues themselves must 
of course first be produced from large masses of raw 
material. Not more than 150 milligrammes of protactinium, 
at most, can be produced therefore from 450 kilogs. of 
uranium. The product is obtained in the form of a white 
powder, which contains the new element at first only in 
very small proportions, and with a large admixture of 
earthy acids. Experiments for the separation of the 
element from the acids will be undertaken immediately. 

COMMERCIAL COLLEGE AT NUREMBERG. 

The Miinchner Neueste Nachrichten learns from a trust- 
worthy authority that a commercial college (‘‘Handels- 
hochschuie’’?) will be established at Nuremberg in_ tiie 
immediate future. 

KRAUSE METHOD OF DRYING EGGS AND OTHER 
ARTICLES OF FOOD. 

The Lokal-Anzeiger recently gave an account of the 
Krause method of drying foodstuffs, the patent rights of 
which were acquired last year by the German Imperial 
Office for Food Fats and entrusted to the Imperial Drying 
Company, Limited, for exploitation. The process was first 
applied to the drying of milk, but has been found suitable 
for all kinds of fluid foods, ¢.g., whey, fruit-juice, blood, 
and especially eggs. The advantages of the method are that 
(1) the products can be kept for long periods; (2) they can 
be transported cheaply owing to their concentrated torm; 
(3) they undergo no chemical change. The liquid is 
va'porised (‘‘vernebelt’’), after which the solid particles 
sink to the buttom in the form of a fine powder. This 
process takes place within a cylindrical iron container 
(‘‘Kisenhaus’’) 5 metres in diameter, in which a metal plate 
rotates driven by a steam turbine. The liquid flows on to 
the plate from above, and owing to the rapid rotation is 
flung outwards in the form of vapour. Artificially cleansed 
and moderately warmed air is passed continuously through 
the container, and this brings about the immediate drying 
of the food substance in the air. In this manner the finest 
milkh,- whey,- egg-, and other powders are obtained, which 
are soluble in water without any further process. 

On 14th May a demonstration of the process as applied to 
ege-drying was given en the premises of the Central Milk 
Office in Berlin. The technical process was explained by 
Dr. Gensecke, Professor at the Technical College, after 
which the premises (erected at a cost of 150,000 marks, 
provided out of Imperial funds) were inspected. The 
material for the demecnstration was provided by 144,000 
hens’ eggs imported from the Ukrain. 

At the present time there is a similar establishment in 
Bukarest, in Roumania, where 140,000 eggs per day are 
dried 


FIBRES OF COTTON GRASS FOR SPINNING 
PURPOSES. 


The Hamburgischer Correspondent recently gave some 
account, based on an article in the Chemisch-technische 
Wochenschrift, of a process by which it has been found 
possible to utilise for spinning, either alone or mixed with 
ordinary wool, the fibrous wool of cotton-grass, a species of 
Eriphorum, which grows abundantly on the German peat- 
moors. The fibres are first freed from peat moss and other 
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parts of peat by means of special machines. They are then 
placed in a weak alkali solution. In four or six hours 
certain humic acids are dissolved ; the solution is then drawn 
off and replaced by a stronger one, in which the fibres remain 
from half an hour to an hour. They are then rinsed: in 
cold water, treated with weak sulphuric acid to neutralise 
any residue of lye still remaining, impregnated with oleine 
or other suitable oil emulsion in an ordinary hammer or 
stamp fuiling-machine, and finally dried, after which they 
are ready for use. 

A German patent was recently taken out for the process. 


TEXTILE RESEARCH INSTITUTES IN SAXONY AND 
WURTEMBERG. 

The Kélnische Zeitung states that the new Textile 
Research Institute to be built in Dresden is intended to 
proinute Germany’s independence of foreign spinning fibres 
by investigating the possibilities of German fibrous plants 
(e.g., wooa-cellulose, nettle, typha, broom, willow-bark) for 
spinning purposes, and the most profitable methods of 
cultivating them. To promote the establishment of the 
Institute, a special association has been founded by Saxon 
industrial interests. The building site promised by the 
municipality of Dresden has an area of 45,000 square metres. 
The work of the Institute is to be begun as quickly and 
energetically as possible. 

According to the Rheinisch-Westfdalische Zeitung, the 
research department hitherto existing in connection with 
the Textile Institutes in Reutlingen, Wiirtemberg (the 
Royal Technical Institution for Textile Industry and the 
Royal Testing Office for Textile Materials) has been raised 
to the status of an independent institute, under the name 
of the ‘German Research Institute for the Textile 
Industry.”’ For all scientific matters the Institute is a 
department of the Royal Technical College in Stuttgart. 


FINANCE. 
DISTRIBUTION OF SUBSCRIPTIONS TO EIGHTH 
WAR LOAN. 


The President of the Direktorium of the hnperial Bank 
stated on 29th April that the eighth war loan had so far 
yielded 14,766 million marks. As the army subscriptions did 
not close till 18th May, and subscriptions still remained to 
be notified from neutral countries, it was expected that the 
final figure would approach even more closely to 15 milliards. 


The loan has been subscribed as follows :— 
Millions of Marks. 
1 





Through the Imperial Bank ...................... 81 
- ee ae 8,206 
- SRVimmD DOMES  ......ccceccesscesccccceces 3,778 
ai credit co-operative societies ......... 1,431 
life insurance companies ...........++. 415 
ES MI iss nenssaveevanincugsxioincdeaces 125 

TE in: sdoduniennic i: s:h-oiabieaiainminiismedaniainangatie 14,77 


Old war loan was notified for conversion into 45 per cent. 
Treasury Bills of the eighth war loan amounted to 
125,840,600 marks. This sum is not included in the total 
of 14,766 million. 

The number of individual subscriptions to the eighth war 
loan was about 6,500,000, as compared with 5,200,000 in the 
case of the seventh loan.—Miinchner Neueste Nachrichten. 

{Nors.—Certain additional subscriptions to the Loan have 
been announced since the receipt of the above analysis. | 


SYNDICATION. 
ORGANISATION OF CEMENT SELLERS FOR EAST 
PRUSSIA. 


A communication to the Miunchner Neueste Nachrichten 
states that a separate Sales Association has been formed, 
with its headquarters at Kénigsberg, for the supply of 
cement to part of East Prussia, and to the occupied Baltic 
territories. The Association is to distribute, in accordance 
with the instructions of the German Cement League at 
Berlin, the quotas of cement allotted to the districts in 
question. The Association is to continue in.existence until 
the end of 1925, when the German Cement Combines expire. 


LEAGUE OF GERMAN ELECTRICITY SUPPLY 
UNDERTAKINGS. 

The Vossische Zeitung of 23rd May, in reporting briefly 
the third annual meeting of the League of Electricity Supply 
Undertakings of Germany, states that the League now 
includes all companies of any importance in the domain of 
electricity supply and finance. In the affiliated concerns 
about 23 milliards of capital are invested. 


SHIPPING. 
NEW SHIPBUILDING YARD IN HAMBURG. 


The Elbe Shipbuilding Yard Company (Limited) has 
acquired the Norder Shipbuilding Yard, whereby it will be 
possible to construct at one and the same time several 
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vessels up to 1,200 tons. The two yards will be formed into 
a new Limited Company with a capital of 2} million marks, 
in which three private banking firms are participating.—- 
(Norddeutsche Allegemeine Zeitung.) 


AUSTRIA. 








SYNDICATION. 
ECONOMIC COMBINES. 


A project for the compulsory organisation of Hungarian 
industry outlined by the Minister of Trade is attracting 
much attention. Several branches of industry, such as the 
iron industry, have already expressed disapproval of the 
creation of transition organisations under State control. The 
machine industry holds some such organisation necessary for 
a short time. The owners of coal. works regard it as super- 
fluous. The milling, beer, cement, and the majority of the 
textile industries are opposed. A writer in Pester Lloyd 
points out that the Minister proposes not syndicates but 
Economic Combines, which would bring the Hungarian 
system more into harmony with the Austrian and German 
systems. Syndicates or cartels are formed in the interests 
of their members, 1.e., the producers; Economic Combines 
are formed with the object of safeguarding the interests of 
consumers through economic and rational utilisation of raw 
materials. In this respect they resemble the Central Com- 
panies, but with this important difference, that in the case 
of the Austrian Economic Combines the management is in 
the hands of manufacturers and business men, and the 
representatives of the Government have only a right of 
veto, while in the case of the Hungarian Central Companies 
(the Paper Combine forming the first exception) the bureau- 
cratic element has the actual management. This system, 
according to the proposal of the Minister of Trade, is to ke 
abolished in Hungary and superseded by the Economic 
Combine, 2.e., a systetn of autonomy subject to the Govern- 
ment right of veto. The writer, however, argues in favour 
of a whole-hearted adoption of the cartel system, which 
promotes solidarity and throws responsibility on the members, 
and a rejection of bureaucratic fetters, which destroy initia- 
tive, and which, though perhaps necessary in war time, 
would be fatal to chances of success in peace. Cartels should 
be recognised by law and not merely tolerated. A super- 
visory Cartel Office should be created which should register 
cartels, and the terms of cartel agreements should be en- 
forecable by legal sanction.—(Neue Freie Presse.) 


KCONOMIC COMBINE OF ARTIFICIAL FERTILISER 
INDUSTRIES. 


An Order issued by the Austrian Minister of Trade under 
date 8th May, provides for the establishment of an Economic 
Combine of the Artificial Fertiliser Industries, including all 
manufacturers of artiticial fertilisers. The Combine has to 
co-operate in all measures relating to the supply of raw, 
auxiliary, and semi-manufactured materials to the factories, 
and in the control of production, distribution, and prices. 
The undertakings included in the Combine are divided into 
groups according as they deal with nitrogen (sulphate of 
ammonia and sulphite of calcium), superphosphate and bone 
meal, or Thomas (Talbot) slag.—(Wiener Zeitung.) 

COMBINE OF SCYTHE AND SICKLE 
MANUFACTURERS. 

An Order of the Austrian Minister of Trade, dated Lith 
May, provides for the foundation of an Economic Combine 
of Scythe and Sickle Manufacturers, to include all under- 
takings which manufacture scythes, sickles, and straw- 
cutters. Undertakings in which such manufacture is only 
a part of their business will be members of the Combine 
only in respect of this part. The objects and functions are 
similar to those of other Economic Combines.—(Fremden- 


Blatt.) 

CENTRAL COMBINE OF CZECH MANUFACTURERS. 
According to Pravo Lidu the Czech manufacturers, who 

have hitherto belonged to the Central Combine of Manufac- 

turers in Vienna, have seceded from that body and 

determined to form a separate Central Combine of Czech 

manufacturers with its head office in Prague. 


INDUSTRY. 


GOVERNMENT PURCHASE OF CELLULOSE 
FACTORIES. 


After lengthy negotiations the cellulose and _ paper 
factories at Hallein and Villach, formerly in English 
possession, have been purchased by the Austrian Government. 
These factories, with the rest of the undertakings of the 
Kellner-Partington Pulp Company (Limited), were bought 
in the autumn of 1917 by a large Norwegian company. The 
Hallein factory is one of the largest undertakings of the 
kind in Austria, and has hitherto produced 2,000 truckloads 
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of cellulose and about 450 truckloads of paper. The Austrian 
Government began negotiations with the Norwegian owners 
for purchase, and when complications arose the Minister of 
Trade threatened to take forcible measures. On 25th April 
both factories were purchased by the Austrian Government, 
which is about to form a limited liability company in which 
the Norwegian owners will take one-third of the shares. On 
this condition the price was fixed much lower than if the 
factories had been bought outright.—(Die Zeit.) 


STATE MONOPOLY OF MATERIALS CONTAINING 
PHOSPHORIC ACID. 

A Bill giving to the State monopoly rights in the winning 
of materials containing phosphoric acid has become law, 
Before the war Austria was dependent on foreign imports, 
chiefly from Florida and Tunis, and when these were cut 
off, bones and the by-products of steel manufacture were 
forthcoming only in very inadequate quantities, to the great 
injury of agriculture. 

The Ministry of Agriculture has already begun to exploit 
caves at Mixnitz and Peggau in Styria. The Mixnitz cave 
is estimated to contain 5,000 truckloads, with a phosphoric 
acid content of 20 per cent. Some will be available for 
manuring purposes this autumn, and adequate quantities 
later on.—(Wiener Zeitung.) 


CORKS FROM SPUN GLASS. 


The head of a firm in Aussig has succeeded in producing 
a glass wool (spun glass), which answers the same purpose 
as cork and rubber rings in closing bottles. The invention 
is very cheap and likely to be of importance.—(Die Zeit.) 


EXPORT TRADE. 
PROJECT TO EXPORT LOCOMOTIVES. 


At the general meeting of the Vienna Locomotive Factory 
Company protests were made against a contract which the 
Austrian Railway Ministry has made with the Skoda Works 
for the deliveries of locomotives from their new and not yet 
completed locomotive factory. The negotiations with the 
Skoda Works originated from the conviction that the export 
of lecomotives after the war would be a valuable means of 
improving the exchanges, and that such export should be 
promoted by State assistance. The railway-coach factories 
are already in a position to export, as is proved by the fact 
that in war time they have been able to deliver 18,000 
coaches per annum for the State railways, while their 
deliveries in peace time were at most 5,000 or 6,000. The 
six locomotive factories supplied 196 locomotives to the State 
railways, and 31 to private railways in 1914, 238 to the 
State railways and 1 to private railways in 1915, 366 to 
the State railways and 7 to private railways in 1916, and 
328 to the State railways and 44 to private railways in 1917. 
In the present year production has fallen, owing to the 
shortage of materials and other difficulties. The Skoda 
Works engaged to turn out 300 lLcomotives per annum, which 
leaves a wide margin for export, even if they have con- 
tracted with the State railways to deliver 200 locomotives 
per annum. An example of what may be done is furnished 
by a contract which a German company has concluded to 
deliver 50 locomotives to Bulgaria within a few weeks cn 
very favourable terms.—(Neue Freie Presse.) 


COMMITTEE FOR TRADE IN AGRICULTURAL AND 
MILLING PRODUCTS. 


An Order of the Austrian Minister of Trade, dated 27th 
April, provides for the establishment of an Expert Com- 
inittee fur trade in agricultural and milling products, con- 
sisting of not more than forty members nominated by the 
Minister of Trade from among dealers in these preducts. 
The President of the Central Fodder Company has been 
appointed chairman. Austria contemplates a great export 
trade after the war in these and other products. 


HUNGARIAN-UKRAINIAN TRADING COMPANY. 


The Hungarian export firms held a meeting on 23rd April 
and decided to form a common organisation with the title 
‘‘Hungarian-Ukrainian Export Union,’’ to develop trade 
with Ukrainia, with a provisional capital of 42,000,000 
kronen, which may be increased to 60,000,000 kronen.— 
(Pester Lloyd ) 


ORGANISATION OF IMPORTS INTO 
FROM CENTRAL POWERS. 


The military administration in Roumania has established 
three offices to promote importation from the Central Powers 
to Roumania; for Germany the German Trade Department, 
for Austria the Secretariat for the preparation of import 
to Toumania, and for Hungary the Royal Hungarian 
Secretariat for the preparation of import to Roumania.— 
(Die Zeit.) 


ROUMANTA 


- 
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CANADA. 








NAVIGATION IN THE BAY OF FUNDY. 


With the protection that is thrown around the mariner 
in the way of lighthouses, lightships, fog alarms, automatic 
buoys, bell-buoys, and other forms of precautionary signals, 
the “St. John Board of Trade Journal’’ (z7.e. Chamber of 
Commerce) states, the perils of the bay of Fundy navigation 
have now been almost wholly eliminated. This is borne out 
by the fact that for the four vears ending 1917, thouch 22.614 
ships, of a tonnage of 13.660,866 tons have passed in and 
out of St. John, coming from or going overseas, there has 
not been a sinele casualty of any consequence to any of them 
in the Bay of Fundy. 

Some vears ago. when the question came before the St. 
John Board of Trade, a careful study was made of the 
wreck record for a period of eighteen years subsequent to 
189€, with the resnlt that it was shown that with a total 
tonnage of 42.N29.262 tons entering the port, the casualty 
average was only -033 of 1 per cent. This statement was 
based on the record for the whole Bay of Fundy, from Cape 
Sable northwards. 

The statements above made as to the safety of the Bav 
of Fundy were fullv established in the evidence submitted to 
the Special Pilotage Commission (references to which have 
been made in the ‘Board of Trade Journal’’) by several 
masters of ocean steamers using the port. The pilotage 
service in the Ray of Fundy was also favourably commented 
upon. To make the pilotage service more effective it was 
recommended to the commission that the present three 
districts be consolidated into one and a pilotage station 
established about eight miles below Partridge Island. 





NETHERLANDS EAST, INDIES. 





HARBOUR DEVELOPMENTS AND 
IMPROVEMENTS. 

The proposal to construct a harbour at the port of Belawan 
for ocean-going steamers is still under consideration by the 
Government, no definite decision having yet been reached. 
Representations on the subject have been made to the 
Government, H.M. Consul-General at Batavia writes, by 
the local Trade and Planters’ Associations. 

Owing to silting up, the results of the dredging work on 
the bar at the mouth of the Belawan River were less favour- 
able in 1916 than in 1915. Operations were suspended for 
six months in order that observations could be taken as to 
the extent of the siliing, but were resumed early in 1917 
on its being seen that difficulties were likely to be caused 
to shipping. The Government Dredger ‘‘Java,’’ which has 
been employed at the work, dredged the following : — 


DD ~ iui aise 878,600 cubic metres. 
pare 877,600 __,, - 
re 503,000 __,, », (Six months only) 


Work on the new harbour at Telok Niboeng, the new port 
of the Asahan District, is in progress. 
With reference to the proposed harbour at Belawan, H.M. 


.Minister at The Hague has forwarded an official publication 


concerning its construction, together with plans. This may 
be consulted at the Department of Overseas Trade (Develop- 
ment and Intelligence). 

Writing under date of Ist June last, H.M. Minister states 
that the Minister of the Colonies at The Hague has said 
that all the Netherlands shipping companies operating in 
the East Indies and one foreign company had applied to the 
Government of those Colonies for the requisite quay space. 





—_, 


RAILWAY EXTENSIONS IN SUMATRA. 


The extension of the railway line from Tebing Tinggi te 
Pematang Siantar, a distance of 30 miles, was opened in 
May of 1916, bringing the total length of railway in the 
Kast Coast of Sumatra up to about 260 miles. 

It is proposed in the near future, H.M. Consul-General at 
Batavia states, to link up the Deli Spoorweg Mattschappij’s 
line with the Government’s Light Railway system in Acheen, 
and to extend the present Siantar line as far as Perapet on 
the Toba Lake, from which place a metalled road is under 
construction to Balige on the West Side of Lake Toba, thus 
in due time linking up East and West Coasts of Sumatra. 

This latter railway extension will serve a large area of 
very valuable country suitable for tea planting. 
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Minerals and Metals. 
AUSTRALIA. 
COAL AND SHALE PRODUCTION IN NEW 


SOUTH WALES. 


The production of coal and shale in New South Wales 
for the year ending 3lst December, 1917, shows an increase 
in both cases. 

The output of coal for the year 1916 was 8,127,161 tons, 
valued at £3,336,419, whilst the production for the year 
1917 amounted to 8,292,867 tons, valued at £4.422,740, being 
an increase of 165,706 tons, and of £1,086,321 in value. 

The quantity of shale raised during the year 1917 totalled 
31,661 tons, valued at £30,565, as against 17,425 tons, valued 
at £17,777 in the year 1916. 

Considerable quantities of shale are regularly shipped 
each month to the United States. 


OIL IN PAPUA OR AUSTRALIAN NEW GUINEA. 


A committee which was recently appointed to report on 
the possibility of obtaining oil in various parts of the 
Commonwealth and in Papua (New Guinea) has issued a 
recommendation that development and prospecting work 
should be prosecuted. 

The sum of £64,000 has already been spent in prospecting. 

Tbe committee also recommended that investigations as 
to supplies of well oil throughout the Commonwealth, and 
that the shale oil deposits of the Commonwealth should be 
developed without delay. 








CANADA. 


MINERALS AND CHEMICALS USED IN THE 
PULP AND PAPER INDUSTRY. 

The following list of minerals and chemicals used in the 
Paper and Puip Industry of Canada has been supplied by 
Hi.M Trade Commissioner at Montreal. They are well known 
to United Kingdom firms, and do not, therefore, require any 
description. At present they are for the most part imported, 
but a desire is being felt that they should be obtained from 
within the Dominion. A step in this direction has been 
taken in the publication recently by the Department of 
Mines of a Builetin on ‘‘Test of Some Canadian Sandstones 
to Determine their Suitability as Pulpstones.”’ 

A. Minerals and chemicals employed in equipment— 
Pulpstones, clays (crude clays and clay products), soap- 
stone, silica sand, sodium silicate, rolls (sandstone, 
basalt lava), coal. 

B. Process minerals and chemicals— 

Sulphur and sulphur compounds, limestone (dolomite 
and magnesia), sodium salts (sodium chloride, caustic 
soda, sodium carbonate, sodium sulphate), mineral 
bleachers (chloride of lime, chlorine gas, sulphuric acid). 

C. Product minerals and chemicals— 

Fillers, loaders, sizing, colouring, fixing and surface 
minerals (china clay—kaolin, talc, barytes—natural and 
artificial, calcium sulphate—natural and artificial, satin 
white, alum and aluminium salts, sodium carbonate, 
silicate of soda, natural earth colours, artificial pig- 
ments—aniline dyes, chrome colours, ultramarine, 
prussian blue, etc.). 








PRODUCTION OF IRON ORE, PIG IRON AND 
STEEL IN 1917. 


The following review of the production of iron ore, pig 
iron, and steel in Canada, in 1917, has been issued by the 
Department of Mines :— 


Iron ORE. 


The total shipments of iron ores from Canadian mines 
during 1917 were 215,242 short tons, valued at 758,261 dols., 
as compared with shipments of 275,176 tons, valued at 
715,197 dols. in 1916. The 1917 shipments indluded 198,092 
tons from mines in Ontario and 17,150 tons from mines in 
Quevec, and of the latter amount a considerable tonnage 
was from old stock piles. The ores comprised 197,602 tons 
of hematite and roasted hematite and siderite, 12,664 tons 
of magnetite, and 4,978 tons of titaniferous ores. 

In Quebec shipments of ilmenite were made from Ivry-on- 
the-Lake in Terrebonne country, and of titaniferous ore 
from St. Urbain on the north shore of the St. Lawrence. 
Shipments of magnetite were also made from stock piles at 
the Bristol mine in Pontiac county, and a small tonnage 
from Jronsides, in Hull township. 

Mine operators reported 169,192 tons of ore exported to 
the United States, and 46,050 tons shipped to Canadian 


furnaces. 
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The Customs Departments show exports of iron ores 
164,004 tons, valued at 660,673 dols., and imports amounting 
to 2,251,397 tons, valued at 5,124,889 dols. 

The total quantity of iron ore charged to blast furnaces in 
1917 was 2,176,256 tons, of which 92,065 tons were of 
domestic origin, and 2,084,231 tons imported. The imported 
ore included 874,134 tons of Newfoundland ore, and 1,210,097 
tons of ‘‘Lake ore.”’ 

Shipments of iron ore from Wabana mines, Newfoundland, 
in 1917 by the two Canadian companies operating there were 
883,346 short tons, as against 1,012,060 tons in 1916, all of 
which went to Sydney and North Sydney in Cape Breton. 


Pic Iron. 


The production of pig iron in blast furnaces during 1917 
was supplemented by a small production of high-grade low- 
phosphorus pig iron in electric furnaces made from shell 
turnings and other steel scrap. The total production from 
’ both sources (not including the output of spiegeleisen, or 
other ferro-alloys) was approximately 1,171,789 short tons 
(1,046,240 gross), final returns not yet having been received 
from all manufacturers of electric pig iron. Of the total, 
1,156,789 tons were produced in blast furnaces and the 
balance in electric furnaces. In 1916 the production ail 
made in blast furnaces was 1,169,257 short tons (1,043,979 
long tons). 

The small increase in pig iron production in 1917 was 
therefore due entirely to the electric furnace production, 
there having been an actual falling off in the blast furaace 
output. 

The production in Nova Scotia in 1917 was 472,147 tons, 
as against 470,055 tons in 1916. In Ontario the production 
by blast furnaces in 1917 was 691,632 tons, as against 699,202 
tons in 1916. 

By grades the 1917 production included: Basic 14,092 
tons; Bessemer, 961,656 tons; foundry and malleable, etc., 
181,041 tons; electric furnace pig (subject to revision), 
15,000 tons. The 1916 production included: Basic 953,627 
tons, Bessemer 31,388 tons, foundry and malleable, eitc., 
184,242 tons. 

The total production in electric furnaces of pig iron, 
ferro-alloys, and steel ingots and castings was in 1917 about 
99,000 short tons. 

The production of ferro-alloys in Canada in 1917, chiefly 
ferro-silicon, but including also spiegeleisen, ferro-molyb- 
denum and ferro-phosphorus, all with the exception of the 
spiegeleisen being made in electric furnaces, reached a total 
ot 40,329 tons, valued at 3,471,934 dols., as against a total 
in 1916 of 28,628 tons, valued at 1,777,615 dols. 

The exports during 1917 of pig iron were 12,081 tons, 
valued at 423,814 dols., or an average of 35°08 dols. per ton, 
and of ferro-alloys 33,212 tons, valued at 2,616,924 dols., or 
an average of 78°79 dols. per ton. 

The imports during 1917 included 82,758 tons of pig iron 
vaiued at 2,744,055 dols., or an average of 33-16 dols. per 
ton; 632 tons of charcoal pig iron, valued at 19,447 dols., 
or an average of 30°77 dols. per ton, and 12,828 tons of 
ferro-alloys, valued at 2,029,990 dols., or an average of 
158-25 dols. per ton, making a total import of pig iron and 
ferro-alloys of 96,218 tons, valued at 4,793,492 dols. The 
United States trade records show exports to Canada during 
the cleven months ending November, 1917, of pig iron and 
ferro-alloys, amounting to 130,087 gross tons (145,697 short 
tons), valued at 5,170,005 dols., a figure considerably higher 
than the Canadian record. : 


STEEL. 


The estimated production of steel ingots and direct steel 
castings in 1917, final returns for all operations not yet 
having been received, was 1,736,514 short tons (1,550,459 
gross tons), of which 1,690,170 tons were ingots and 46,344 
tons direct steel castings. 

The total production in 1916 was 1,428,249 tons, compared 
with which the 1917 production shows an increase of 308,265 
tons, or 21-6 per cent. 

The total production of electric steel in 1917 was probably 
not less than 50,000 tons, as against 19,639 tons in 1916, 
and 5,625 tons in 1915. 

The exports of steel ingots, or billets, ingots and blooms, 
during the nine months ending December (such exports not 
being separately classified previous to April, 1917) were 
41,558 tons valued at 1,831,917 dols. The recorded imports 
or iron and steel ingots and billets during the year was 
20,429 tons, valued at 1,378,576 dols. This item is also much 
lower than the United States trade record, which shows 
exports to Canada during eleven months ended December 
of 143,209 gross tons (160,394 short tons), of billets, ingots, 
and blooms of steel valued at 11,418,033 dols. 


——_— a 
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SOUTH AFRICA. 


REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE ON GOLD 
MINING. 

The Report of the Select Commitee investigating the 
problems that have arisen in conjunction with mines of low. 
grade ores has now been received and may be consulted 
at the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence). 

Certain Witwatersrand mines have for some time been 
mining reefs which contain low-grade ore. 

‘he war has resulted in a continuous rise in worki 
costs, mainly as regards wages and stores, and in a shortage 
of explusives and of native labour. As a consequence of this 
the low-grade mines had found it increasingly difficult to 
make revenue cover the working costs. As gold is the 
standard of the currency systems of the great commercial 
nations of the world, increased costs of production cannot be 
adjusted by passing them on to the purchasers. 


SUGGESTIONS MADE To THE COMMITTEE. 


The Transvaal Chamber of Mines suggested to the Conm- 
mittee the closing down of some six of the poorer mines, 
such mines to be selected by a Government Committee and 
to be those which in normal times would still have a ccn- 
siderable life in front of them. They proposed that the 
Government should grant to the companies concerned 4 
subsidy which would enable them to continue pumping opera- 
tions and to maintain the plant while shut down, so that 
when working costs resumed their normal proportions these 
mines could resume crushing operations and thus be 
enabled to carry cut their undertaking towards their men 
on active service. It was contended that if this were done, 
the closing of mines could be kept under control, and the 
iabour and stores thereby released would materially assist 
others to keep open. It is estimated that the sum required to 
effect this will be about £150,000 per annum. 

The Chamber ot Mines also suggested that the funds 
required under its proposal might be obtained by a reduc- 
tion of the increased amount charged by the Bank of 
ingland, under an arrangement with the Imperial Govern- 
ment, for freight and insurance on gold bullion. The charge 
was 25s. per cent. of the value of the gold, which amounted 
to about £460,000 per annum, as against a pre-war charge 
of 7s. 7d. per cent. A reduction of the charge from 25s. to 
17s. Gd. would be equivalent to about £140,000 per annum. 
If this reduction were agreed to, it is suggested by the 
Chamber of Mines that the mines should continue to pay 
on the 25s. basis, and the ‘balance of the 7s. 6d. per cent., 
amounting to £140,000, could be utilised by assisting the 
mines selected for closing down. 

Another suggestion was the grant by the State of a 
subsidy per ton of ore milled, which would enable such of 
the poorer mines as had a probable life of five years or more 
to cover any deficit in the cost of working, until the strain 
introduced by the adverse war factors had been relieved, 
and it further proposed the formation of a Government 
committee to control output, development, and the alloca- 
tion of native labour and explosives. 


ComMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATIONS. 


The Commitee were unable to recommend the granting 
of subsidies, and were unable to see any justification for a 
grant from public funds, as it would be very difficult to 
keep such within reascnable limits. Short of complete 
control by the State, it was practically impossible to ensure 
that subsidies would nos be wasted. While unable to recom- 
mend any subsidy from public funds, the Committee were 
of opinion that if a fund were established in the manner 
proposed by the Transvaal Chamber of Mines, it might be 
utilised as suggested. 

The Committee considered that relief would be given to 
closed-down mines which had a fair prospect of re-opening, 
hy the temporary remission of the Government’s share of 
claim licences. The Committee also enquired whether the 
position of the low-grade mines could be alleviated by any 
renission of taxation. 

Finally, the Committee considered that steps should be 
taken to control— 

(a) the amount of development work that could be carried 
on by each mine; 

(6) the allocation of stores, and especially explosives ; 

(c) the allocation of the available native labour force. 

The control should be exercised by voluntary action by 
the mining companies themselves, through the Chamber of 
Mines. Failing such voluntary action, however, the Com- 
mittee considered that the Government should be empowered 
to exercise control over the working of the mines so long 
as the industry was threatened with a shortage of stores 
and explosives. 
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TEXTILES—continued. 





1. By purchasing and delivering cost free to the Imperial 
Provincial Offices supplies of cotton seed. These amounted, 
according to estimates in 1913-14, to 151,000 marks. 

2. By maintaining the guaranteed fixed price for certain 
sorts of cotton in certain districts. 

3. By offering prizes in cash and implements for the best 
kept cultivation, the best quality seed, and the largest yield. 

Having determined by their experimental work the 
districts best adapted for cotton, the German Colonial 
Administrators were before the war concentrating their 
whole attention upon two objects in native cotton cultiva- 
tion—to replace the imported seed from Egypt by locally 
grown varieties, and in each district to limit cultivation to 
one single variety in order to standardise more easily the 
type and facilitate the disposal of the crop. 


EvROPEAN CULTIVATION. 


The European cultivation! grew from 1965 hectares in 1903 
to 12,918 hectares in 1912, and was further increased in 1913. 

In 1910-1911 cotton was making progress as an unmixed 
cultivation under European management. There were 165 
plantations with 2,795 acres under unmixed culture, and 
13,306 acres with cotton between rubber and sisal. The 
acreage under European cultivation in 1913 is given as 
about 35,0UU acres, on 6,000 of which cotton was grown as a 
catch crop. The white planters were directly helped both 
by the Government and by the Colonial Economic Commis- 
sion. 

A sum of £10,000 for 1913 and each of the following years 
to promote the development of cotton-growing in German 
East Africa was voted by the Reichstag in connection with 
the estimates for 1913. 

The cultivation of cotton in German East Africa had 
hardly emerged from the experimental stage. It enjoyed 
one advantage over other crops in that the Government took 
the greatest interest in its development and came to the 
assistance of the planter. 


EXPERIMENTAL STATIONS. 


The division of the respective responsibilities in furthering 
cotton cultivation was settled by an agreement of 14th 
March, 1910, between the Imperial Colonial Office and the 
Colonial Economic Commission. Under the German 
system the Government Agricultural Research stations 
were responsible for trials of seed varieties, seed 
cultivation, manures and water supply, the campaign against 
pests, scientific testing of the soil, and the meteorological 
service. 

In 1914 the German administration was maintaining five 
special stations for cotton experimental work. These were 
at Mpanganya, in Rufiji province; Myombo, near Kilossa 
(Morogoro province); Mabama (Tabora province); Mahiwa 
(Lind: province); and the station for agricultural research 
at Kibongoto (Moschi province). A new cotton station in 
Mwanza province was also started. 

The object of these farms was to evolve a variety of the 
plant best suited to local conditions and to put a period to 
the dependence of the colony upon other countries for its 
seed. Several plantations have begun to plant their own 
seed with fair success. 

The white personnel and native travelling instructors 
were attached to the district administrators. 


TRAINING OF INSTRUCTORS. 


After careful consideration the German Government 
decided not to obtain the personnel for their stations from 
other countries, but to train them in German East Africa 
itself, and post them when trained to the other Colonies. A 
careful theoretical training was given to the students at the 
Agricultural Institute of the University of Jena or Got- 
tingen, and before they proceeded to the colony they took 
a course in cotton valorisation in Bremen. The choice 
of German East Africa for their practical training gave them 
a chance to visit Uganda and British Nyasaland. 


GINNING MACHINERY. 


The official returns (taken presumably on the same date 
each year) show the increase in the number of ginneries 
since 1907, as follows :— 


DET -ceussdueuanedcindinnie: snenieid 7 ginneries. 
REALE S. 15 i 
SE Gididscibapiunbesauebonauineee 19 - 
IT hich Acdece, ims dad — | o. 
ect ateaCRNIAS 36 ‘ 
ED eer ennesscsncnnveien 38 - 


These were motor driven’ In addition there were a large 
number of hand machines. In April, 1912, the number of 
ginneries was 31; the motor power varied between 50 h.p. 
and 7 h.p. In 1914 water power was in use in six of the 


plants. 


— 
<—_"— 
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Commercial Returns. 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the wee; 
and 24 weeks ended 13th June, 1918 :— 


_ Week (| 24Weeks || Week | 24 Weeky 

| ended § ended ended ended 
en 13th June,|13th J une, | 13th June,|13th June, 

| 1918. | 1918. | 1918. 1918. 




















Imports. i 











| EXPoRts. 

| rangeotennaes —H BF 

Bales. Bales. | Bales Bales. 
America - + -+| 25,934 | 909,828 | — 175 
Brazilian os a — |; 6703 | — — 
East Indian .. ... — | 102,287 -- on 
Egyptian io --| 5,863 | 302,899 = — 
Miscellaneous .. --| 2,455 | 54,054* — - 
Total ..  ..| 34,952 1,375,772 — 175 











*Including 657 eating: British “West Indian. 447 bales British West African, 
2,335 bales British East African, and 239 bales Foreign East African. . 





CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
of Corn anemia ~" the week ended 15th June, 1918, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years, pursuant to the 
Corn Returns Act, 1882. - ' 


Average Price. 


Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 
} 
| 


s. d. s. d s. d. 

Week ended 15th June,.1918 .. 74 3 57 9 45 7 
Corresponding week in— 

- - ‘e .. 31 ll 23 9 19 10 

1912... “ i“ ..| 37 5& 30 8 24 0 

1913... - -“ .-| 32,8 23 10 19 8 

1914 .. ve ve ..| 34; 1 25 10 19 9 

at 45 ee Cele a Oe ee ee ae 

1916 .. in - .. 48 10 50 9 32 1 

1917... Ke - | eS 75 6 55 1 








*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns 
of purchases of British Corn are made to the local Inspector of Corn 
Returus in any other measure than the Imperial busbel or by weight 
or by weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the 
Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, and 
thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 





FISHERY STATISTICS FOR MAY, 1918. 


The following statement shows the quantity and value of 
fish landed on the English and Welsh, Scotch and Irish coasts 
during the month of May, 1918, as compared with 1917:— 


Month of May. 





1917. 1918. 


Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
t £ cwt. £ 


England and Wales— 
305,354 1,121,066 


cwt. 
Fish, excluding shell fish 306,211 747,600 

















Shell fish , — 36,462 — 53,084 
Total sé 6 — 784,062 — 1,174,100 
Scotland— 
Fish, excluding shell fish 181,243 291,418 266,014 524,746 
Shell fish ‘es _ — 8,920 = 11,020 
_ Total value ‘on — 400,338 a 535,766 
ireland— 
Fish, excluding shell fish 69,915 60,321 89,999 127,069 
Shell fish i? as — 905 oo 813 
Total value ‘a ~— 61,226 os - 127,882 


NoTE.—The above figures are subject to correction in the annual returns. 

In addition, 22,913 cwt., valued at £91,610, were reported 
to have been landed at English and Welsh ports by Belgian 
fishing vessels during the month. 
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Commercial Returns. 


FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM IN MAY, 1918. 


The following table shows the value of the external trade of the United Kingdom in May, 1918, compared with 
particulars of a year earlier : — 


Month of May. 


_ Exports (Value | F. 0. B. te 
































Imports (Value C.I.F.*). PRopucg AND | 
Manvuractures oF THR | FOREIGN aND COLONIAL 
UNITED Kinepom. | MBRCHANDISE. 
1917. 1918. 1917. 1918. | 1917. 1918. 
| 
paaiie 
]—Food, Drink, and Tobaecco— £ | £ £ | £ | 3 ¢ 
A. Grain and flour -- ++ | 18,949,010 | 21,829,760 95,338 31,834 19,035 14,305 
B. Meat, including animals for ‘food . - - 9,228,601 25,219,645 14,422 | 627 21,530 32,421] 
C. Other food ae | | 
(1) Non-dutiable.. 7 7 = - 9,433,172 | 14,467,319 | 161,202 | 67,660 
(2) Dutiable.. .. .. «2 see) 7264/2244 7,643,181 832,567 | 713,573} 171,116 113,045 
D. Tobacco - - - - - - 478,665 —‘:1,027,698 222,151 355,744 15,915 3,298 
Total, Class I... = = o. -» 45,353,692 | 70,187,603 1,164,478 | —- 1,105,886 388,798 230,729 
va 
I.—Raw Materials and Articles Mainly Un- | | 
manutfactured— | 
A. Coal, coke, and manufactured fuel nia ea ~_— ow 4,909,384 4,289,900 | om. | oie 
B. Iron ore, scrap iron and steel ‘a éa va 1,224,434 1,248,970 6,483 | 5,754 | len 4 a 
C Other metallic ores .. - * - - 1,385,056 —«:1,045,892 698 | 10 | 76,012 87,212 
D. Wood and timber... a - ‘i a 1,386,381 | 2,577,991 28,078 | 80,272 | 7,544 | 350 
E. Cotton .. - wie - ne 3 - 5,927,502 _ 10,132,347 ae | | 383,053 Jal 
F. Wool . es - - -»  §,245,558 1,798,345 238,768 | 175, 347 | 344,239 430,579 
G. Other textile materials 7” ig ea Ke 1,797,361 1,327,188 — 24,190 | 1,949 | 276,393 | 194,581 
H. Oil seeds, nuts, oils, fats and gums .. aa ain 6,298,579 9,260,065 738,542 | 200,493 | 506,237 | 59,654 
I. Hides and undressed skins .. de Ka a 1,189,791 | 850, 126 180,286 | 134,233 | 407,852 210,160 
J. Paper-making materials oa ‘a - = 1,756,793 | 970,596 35,394 | 24.732. pan <a 
K. Miscellaneous .. we +“ we “7 “ 3,267,685 | 1,457,040 174,352 | 130,982 2,448,872 1,152,900 





Total, Class II. .. ei wa - -- 29,479,140 30,668,560 6,336,175 5,043,722 4,450,252 2,135,936 


Il. ~<nqeutes Wholly or Mainly Caeempeenres— 





























A. Iron and steel and manufactures thereof .. ; 813,768 | 591,560 3,979,014 3,394,829 37,245 | 63,516 
B. Other metals and manufactures thereof .. 2,376,385 2,971,057 796,086 — 714,081 | 288,938 | 92,501 
C. Cutlery, hardware, implements ied machine | | | | 
tools) and instruments 500,243 385, 366 401,673 359,274 | 34,973 | 35,227 
D. Electrical goods and apparatus " (other than | | 
machinery and ae wire) os - 99,774 8],129 237,098 | 375,001 | 12,585 | 2,457 
E. Machinery ei ‘ os én ‘ns re 788,379 990,717 1,695,284 1,694,822 | 35,931 | 13,749 
F. Ships (new) . os ai 40 165 5,739 7,807 _ | _ 
G. Manufactures of wood and timber (including | 
furniture) , a - is 109,304 62,597 77,182 30,942 | 30,747 | 9,059 
_H. Yarns and textile fabrics— | 
(1) Cotton 217,225 369,252 | 12,495,324 16,993,210 66,294 | 80,429 
(2) Wool “a ive wa - - - 18,8380 17,420 4,093,714 3,982,565 © 13,024 | 9,371 
(3) Silk : si ‘on é< re 909,408 1,792,177 152,317 158,464 | 140,893 | 140,150 
(4) Other materials . es os - - 923,316 680,957 1,402,484 | 768,019 | 95,647 | 31,859 
I. Apparel - - 69,263 73,973 1,214,286 818,073 13,427 6,836 
J. + me drugs, dyes, and colours . 1,943,141 | 4,324,905 | 1,929,566 2,025,933 | 311,268 | 289,136 
K. Leather and manufactures thereof (including ! 
gloves but excluding boots and shoes) _. 810,625 329,528 227,184 149,319 123,108 | 14,985 
L. Earthenware and glass oe oe os “ 58,915 | 22,289 319,507 305,539 3,592 | 18,987 
M. Paper 366,548 440,650 263,337 283,336 5,019 | 3,563 
- N. Railway carriages and trucks (not ‘of iron), motor 
cars, cycles, carts, ete. a ae 469,871 1,358,230 506,384 ‘1,733,712 88,174 9,820 
O. Miscellaneous .. 2,029,357 9,: 91,967 4,574,794 3,433,012 | 191,952 | 211,804 
Total, Class III. .. tees) ae 12,504,442 | 24,483,939 | 34,370,973 37,227,938 | 1,492,867 | 1,033,459 
| 
IV.—Miscellaneous and omen cnnuenyg | | 
Parcels Post) - 288,439 543,479 1,565,636 | 1,589,675 4,460 94 
{ 
TOTAL va - - es + .. 87,625,713 125,883,581 | 43,437,256 | 44,967,221 | 6,336,377 3,400, 208 


* The values of the Imports represent the cost, insurance, and freight; or, when goods are consigned for sale, the latest sale value of 
such goods. 


+ The values of the Exports a the cost and the charges of delivering the goods on board the ship and are known as the “ free 
on board ”’ values. 
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FOREIGN AND COLONIAL PUBLICATIONS 
RECEIVED. 


The following is a list of the more important Articles on 
Trade subjects contained in the Foreign and Colonial Pub- 
lications recently received and filed for reference at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelli- 
gence), and which are available for inspection at the Offices 
“4 7 -¥ Department, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 


Commercial, Financial and Economic. 
(1) France: American Trade Extension in South-Western France. 
(2) South America: Trade Openings in the Punta Arenas District. 
(3) Italy:: Italian Industries and the War. 
“Commerce Keports’”’ (Washington), 26th April. 
Germany: Labour Market in April, 8. 
“Deutscher Reichsanzeiger und Koniglich Preuszischer Staatsanzeiger’ 
(Berlin), 25th May. 
(1) Italy: industrial Development of Catania after the War. 
(2) Argentina: Tariff Changes for 1918. 
“Commerce Reports’? (Washington), 6th May. 
Canada: Trade in 1917-18. 
“Journal of Commerce” (New York), 3rd May. 


Metals, Mining and Machinery. 
Tin Consumption of the United States in 1917. 
“Commerce Reports” (Washington), 7th May. 
Projected Erection of a Gold Refinery in India. 
“Commerce Keports’’ (Washington), 4th May. 
Scheme for Improvement of Rand Water Supply. 
“Commerce Reports’’ (Washington), 7th May. 


Agricultural, Dairy and Forest Products. 
Requisitivn of Forage of the 1918 Harvest in France. 
*‘Bulletin des Halles’® (Paris), 5th June. 
Marketing the Bean Crop in the Mukden District in 1917. 
“Commerce Reports’’ (Washington), 26th April. 
(1) After-War Lumber Needs in Italy. 
(2) Market for Agricultural Chemicals in France. 
“Commerce Reports’’ (Washington), 3rd May. 
Sugar Beet By-Products in France. 
*‘Bulletin des Halles’’ (Paris), 25th May. 
Requisition of Horses in France. 
“Bulletin des Halles’’ (Paris), 7th June. 


‘Transport. 
Proposed Longitudinal Railway for Northern Peru. 
“Commerce Reports’? (Washington), 26th April. 


Textile and Textile Materials. 
(1) Cotton Spinning Industry of Japan in 1917. 
(2) Ontput of India’s Cotton Mills in 1917. 
“Commerce Reports’? (Washington), 8th May. 
Convention in New York City of the American Cotton Manufacturers’ 
Assoviation and National Association of Cotton Manufacturers. 
“Journal of Commerce’? (New York), 2nd May. 


Miscellaneous. 
(1) Trade Requirements in Planes in South Africa. 
(2) Articles in demand on the Chinese Market. 
“Weekly Bulletin’ of the Canadian Department of Commerce 
(Ottawa), 29th April. ; 
Demand for Telephone Equipment in Mukden and Changchun. 
“Commerce Reports’ (Washington), 26th April. | 4 
Manila Hemp Production and Export of the Philippine Islands in 191% 
“Commerce Reports’’ (Washington), 4th May. 
Petrol and Spirit Situation in France during the War. 
‘‘Bulletin des Halles’* (Paris), 6th June. 


OTHER PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
Canada.— 

Commission of Conservation: Peat as a Source of Fuel. 

South Africa.— ; 

Report upon the Returns for the Year 1916, submitted by the Life 
Assurance Companies transacting Business in the Province of the 
Cape of Good Hope in accordance with the Provision of the Life 
Assurance Act, 1891 (Cape of Good Hope). 

Report for 1916-17 of the Commissioner for Inland Revenue. 

Department of Customs and Excise: Trade of the Union of South 
Africa, Southern and Northern Rhodesia and British South Africa. 

China.— 

Martime Customs: Statistical Series 3-5: Returne of Trade and ‘Trade 
Reports for 1917. Part 1, Report on the Foreign Trade of China, 
and Abstract of Statistics. 

italy.— 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs :— 
Collection of Reguiations, Decrees, etc., issued by the Government 
during the War, August-December, 1917. 
Trade between Italy and Siam: 
Statistics as to Imports, etc. 
Netherlands.— 
Annual Report, for 1916, of the State Health DThspectors. 
Sweden.— 
Central Bureau of Statistics: Fifth Statistical Year Book, 1918. 
Switzerland.— 
Statistical Year Book for 1917.. 





NATIONAL INSURANCE ACTS : UNEMPLOY- 
MENT INSURANCE. 
DECISION BY THE UMPIRE. 


Fursuant to paragraph (5) of the Unemployment 
Insurance (Umpire) Regulations, the Minister of Labour 
hereby gives notice of the following decision by the Umpire 
on questions whether contributions are payable :— 

A.—Tne Umpire has decided that contributions are 
payable in respect of :— 

2420X. All classes of workmen, including sawyers, veneer 
cutters. matchers, pasters, sandpaperers, etc., engaged in 
the manufacture of plywood required for use in the manu- 
facture or repair of munitions of war. (See also previous 
decisions Nos. Al776X and A2088X.) 

Note.—Decisions in which the Umpire has decided that 
contributions are payable under the National Insurance 
(Part IT.) (Munition Workers) Act, 1916, are indicated by 
the letter X at the end of the number, e.q., 1554X. Con- 
tributions under these decisions are payable as from the 
4th September, 1916. 
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Where no reference is given to an Application, the ques- 
tion has been decided by the Umpire, without notice, as a 
matter not admitting of reasonable doubt, in accordance 
with paragraph (2) of the Unemployment Insurance 
(Umpire) Regulations. 

Decisions relating to individual workmen which raise no 
question of general interest, or which merely apply a prin. 
ciple laid down in a previous decision, are not published, 





H.M. TRADE COMMISSIONERS IN VARIOUS 
PARTS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE. 





The following is a list of H.M. Trade Commissioners ip 
various parts of the Empire whose duty it is to answer 
commercial enquiries which may be addressed to them either 
by the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence) of the Board of Trade, or by British manu- 
facturers and traders. Postage must be prepaid on all com- 
munications addressed to these Ofticers. 

It is suggested that, in all cases, commercial enquiries 
should first be made to the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, Lon. 
don, E.C. 2, as the information required may already be 
available at that Department. 


AT HEADQUARTERS— 
~ I cence Wickes, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
CaNnaDA— 

Montreal.—Mr. G. T. Milne, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
367, Beaver Hall Square, Montreal (Telegraphic ad- 
dress, ‘‘Britcom’’). 

Toronto.—Mr. F. W. Field, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
P.O. Box 176, 257-260, ‘Confederation Life Buildings, 


Toronto (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Toroncom’’). 


NEWFOUNDLAND— 

Mr. G. T. Milne, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 367, 
Beaver Hall Square, Mecentreal (Telegraphic  ad- 
dress, ‘‘Britcom’’). 


AUSTRALIA— 

Melbourne.—Mr. 8S. W. B. McGregor, H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner, Commerce House, Flinders Street, Melbourne 
(Telegraphic address, ‘‘Combrit’’). 

Sydney.—the Officer in Charge, H.M. Trade Comr.’s 
Office, Royal Exchange, Sydney (Telegraphic address, 
(Combritto’’). 

New ZEALAND— j 

Wellington.—Mr. R. W. Dalton, H.M. Trade Commis-: 
sioner, P.O. Box 369, Wellington (Telegraphic address, 
‘‘Advantage’’). 

Souta AFrrica— 

Mr. W. G. Wickham (at present on an official visit to the 
United Kingdom). 

Cape Town.—Mr. J. L. Wilson-Goode, H.M. Acting Trade 
Commissioner, P.O. Box 1346, Norwich Union Bldgs., 
Cape Town (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Austere’’). 


INDIA AND CEYLOoN— 
Calcutta.x—Mr. T. M. Ainscough, O.B.E., c/o Director- 
General of Commercial Intelligence, 1, Council House 

Street, Calcutta. 


The following Trade Commissioners have also been ap- 
pointed to Singapore and Trinidad, respectively, and, 
pending their departure to their posts, they are prepared 
to interview, at the Department of Overseas Trade (De- 
velopment and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 2, 
the representatives of British firms who are desirous of 
consulting them :— 

Straits SETTLEMENTS— 
Singapore.—Mr. P. J. McKellen. 

BritisH WEst INnIEsS— 
Trinidad.—Mr. A. J. Pavitt. 





NOTICE. 





The price of the new issue of the “Board of Trade Journal’ 
is 6d. (64d. post free). Annual subscription (post free) 
27s. 6d. in the United Kingdom, Overseas subscription 
3ls. 6d. per annum, post free. 

The Editorial Offices are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E C. 2. All editorial communications should be addressed to 
‘* The Editor.”’ 

The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communi- 
cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2, or branches (see Cover.) 
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LIST OF THE PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF 
THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


To be purchased in the manner indicated on the first page 
of the cover of the “Board of Trade Journal.” (The post free 
prices are shown in parenthesis.) 


1,— ANNUAL PUBLICATIONS :— 


Annual Statement of the Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom. 
1916. Vol. I [Cd. 8632/17-18.] Price 6s. (6s. 9d.); Vol. II. 1916. 
(Cd. 8714/17-18.] Price 4s. 6d. (5s. 3d.) 

Annual Statement of the Navigation and Shipping of the United 
Kingdom for 1913. (Cd. 7616/14.) Price 3s. (3s. 6d.) 

Assurance Someones Return, 1915. a A. Life Assurance Statements. 
{H.C. 397/14-16.] Price 6s. (6s, 9 
Austeatie. Report by H.M. Trade Commissioner on the Position of 
the Import Trade of the Commonwealte in July, 1917. [Cd, 8841/17-18.] 
Price 3d. (44d. 

Bankruptcy. Report for 1915. [H.C. 136/16.) 

Canada. Xeport for 1916, hy H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
Price 3d. (43d.) 

*Coul Shipments, 1914 and 1915. [Cd. 8288/16! Price 23d. (4d.) 
*Coal Tables. Statistical Tables relating to Coal and Petroleum Pro- 
duction in the World, 1836-1912. [H.C. 285/13.) Price £4d. (73d.) 
—ae Duties Return, 1915. [Cd. 8094/14-16.) Price 4s. 2d. 

(4s. lid. 

Companies. Twenty-sixth General Annual Report, 1916. (H.C. 120/17-18.] 
Price 4d. (5}d.) 

*Consular Reports, 1914 Index. [Cd,. 8003/14-16.] Price 5id. (73d.) 

*Flectric Lighting Acts. 1882-1909. Proceedings under, during 1913. 
[H.C. 296/14.) Price 3d. (4}d.) 

*Emigration and rg yee Statistical Tables and Report, 1913. 
iH.C. 295/14.) Price 6d. (8d.) 

*Foreign Import Duties, 1913. [Cd. 7180/14.) Price 5s. (5s. 9d.) 

Gas Undertakings: veport and Statistics—Local Authorities, 1913-14. 
(H.C. 312/14-16.] Price 65d. (9d.); ay than Local Authorities, 1913. 
{H.C. 311/14-16.] Price 10d. (1s. 03d.) 

low ‘7k and Exports, 1900-18, at Be of 1900. [Cd. 7432/14.) Price 4d. 
(5$ 


Price 2id (4d 
ic d 5670/17. -18.] 


“Iron and Stee!, 1912. Memorandum and Statistical Tables.  [H.C. 
284/13.) Price 7d. (9d.) 

Mercantile Navy List and Maritime Directory for 1916. 

*Merchant Shipping, 1881-1911, Tables showing the Progress of 
Merchant. Shipping in the United Kingdom and the principal Mari- 
time Countries. [Cd. 7033/13.] Price 93d. (1s. 0:d,) 

New Zealand.—Report for 1916, by H.M. Trade Commissioner. [Cd. 
8686/17-18.] Price 6d. (8d.) 

*Passenger Movement from and to the United Kingdcm, month of 
Pecember, and year ending December, 1914 and 1915. [Cd. 7808- 
X1T/14-16.1 Price 4d. (1d.) 

Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks. 
Price 24. (3d.) 

*Railway Returns—Capita!, Traffic, Receipts, Expenditure, etc.—of the 
United Kingdom for 1913. [Cd. 8038/14-16.] Price 1s,.8d. (2s, 1d.) 
ras Casualties and Loss of Life, year ended 30th June, 1913. 

367/14.} Price 3s. 6d. (4s.) 

South Africa. Report by H.M. Trade Commissioner on the Trade of 
South Africa for 1915 and 1916. [Cd. 8614/17-18.] Price 3d. (444.) 
Statistical ey for the United Kingdom. 1901-1915. [Cd. 8448 /17-18.] 

Price 1s. (2s. 3d. 

*Statistical pA aad for the British Empire, 1899-1913. 
Price ls. 3d. (1s. 73.) 

Statistical Abstract for the British Self-Governing Dominions, Colonies, 


Report for 1916. [H.C. 79/17-18.] 


(Cd. 7827/14-16.} 


Possessions and Protectorates. 1900-1914. [Cd. 8329/16.] Price 
ls. lid. (2s. 5d.) 
*Statistical Abstract for Foreign Countries. 1901-1912. [|Od. 7525/14.) 


Price 2s. 2d. (2s, 8d.) 
*Statistical Tables relating 
lonies, Possessions, and Protectorates. 
[Cd. 7667/14-16.] Price 6s. 11d. (7s. 8d.) 
*Tramways and Light Railways, Street and Road, 1912-13. 
Price 6d. (8d 
*Weights and Measures. 
(5d.) 


to British Self-Governing Dominions, 
Part XXXVIII, 1912. 


(H.C. 292/13.] 


Report for 1914. [H.C. 148/14-16.] Price 34d. 
II —MONTHLY PUBLICATIONS :— 
Trade and Commesee of certain a Countries and British Posses. 


sions. 17--III/18. Price 4d. 
Trade and Navigation of the ey Kingdom. April, 1918. 189—III/17. 
18. Price 9d. (1s.) 


II].—WEEKLY PUBLICATION :— 
Board of Trade Journal and Commervial Gazette. Price 6d. (6!d.) 
IV.—OvccAsSIONAL PUBLICATIONS :— 


Agricultural and Trade Development (United Kingdom, 
United States). [H.C. 218/14.] Price ld. (2d.) 
Alecholic Beverages (1895-1909). [H.C. 319/10.] 


Germany and 


Price 8d. (11d.) 


British and Foreign Trade and Industry, 1854-1908. Statistical Tables 
and Charts. Cd. 4954 /09.] Price 5s. 2d. (5s. 8d. 
British Trade after the War. [Cd. 8181/16.]} Price 2id. (4d.) 


{Cd. 8275/16.) Price 4d. (5}d.) 

British Trade in British West Africa, Straits Settlements, British 
Guiana, and Bermuda. [Cd. 6771/13.] Price 6d. (84d. 

Census of Production (1907). Final Report, with Tables. (Cd. 6320/12-13.] 
Price 7s. 6d. (83s. 3d.) 

Commercial Intelligence Committee. Report for period October, 1913, 
to October, 1917. [Cd 8815/17-18.] Price 2d. (3d.) 

(ommercial Travellers: Memorandum as to Regulations in force 
Abroad. [Cd. 7031/14.] Price 9d. (1s.) 

Financial Facilities for Trade. [Cd. 8346/14.) Price 1d. (2d.) 
Food Supplies (Imported), 1904-12. [H.L. 83/13.] Price 2d. (3}d.) 
— Countries: Preference to Colonies, [HC. 296/09.) Price 21d. 
(4d.) : 
Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom with 
[H.. 225/14.] Price $d. (1d.) 

Germany. Goods Imported [H.C. 143/11.] 

Germany. Tariff Treaties and Trade. [H.C. 144/11.] Price 1d. (2d.) 

*Mercantile Marine (Seamen Employed). Return of the Number, Ages, 
Ratings, and Nationalities of Seamen employed on 8rd April, 1911, 
-s Vessels registered in the British Islands. [Cd. 6442/12-13.] Price 5d. 
(7d.) 

Merchant Shipping. List of Principal Acts, Regulations, etec., relating 
thereto in force August, 1917. Price 3d. (4d.) 

“Options” and ‘“‘Futures.’’ (Legislation in certain countries respecting 
Gambling in. [Cd. 8850/98.] Price 3d. (d.); [Cd. 1756/04.) Price 53d. 
(74d.); [Cd. 3280/07.] Price 3d. (43d.); [Cd. 3863/08.] Price 2!d. (4d.) 

Railway Accidents during Six Months ended ‘81st December, 1917. Price 

3 


Certain Countries. 


Price 1d. (2d.) 





- *Publication suspended during the period of the War. 
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Shipping Subsidies. Report on Bounties and Subsidies in respect of 


Shipbuilding, Shipp ms a) Navigation in Foreign Countries. 
[Cd. 6899/13.] Price 5d. (7d 

State Railways (British ‘Possessions and Foreign Countries) [H.C. 
287/13.] Price 74d. (10d.) 

Tariffs (New) ge (Evepoesd). [Cd. 7004 /14.] Price 1s. (oe. (1s. 7 
Bulgaria. [Cd. 2862/06.] Price 6d. (8}d.); Chile. [Cd. £364/16.] “Di 


1s. (1s. 3}d.); Colombia. [Cd. 7353/14.] Price 6d. (8d.); anor 9 [Cd. 
4267/08.) Price 6d. (8d.); Netherlands (Proposed). (Cd. 6435/12-13.] 
4id. (6id.); Philippine Islands. [Cd. 4903/09.] Price Gid. (9d); 


Roumania. [Cd. ay Price 7d. (id. ); Russia (Temporary). [Cd. 
7854 / 14- _ Price 7d. (94d.); Servia. [Cd. 3749/98.] Price 8d. (1s.); 
Spain. [Cd. 6040/ /12-13.] Price 43d. {6id.); Sweden [Cd. 5464/10.] Price 


9id. (1s. Osd.); Ky [(Cd. 2768 /06.] United 
States. [Cd. 7128/14.] Price 1s. ‘Id. (1s. 44d 

Tea and Coffee (1909-10). [H.C. 275/11.] Price 2$d. (4d.) 

*United Kingdom (Trade, Commerce, and Condition of People) [H.C. 
320 /14-16.] Price 4d. (1d.) 

Wheat Prices, Internaticnal. Return showing average prices, 1840 to 
1912. [H.C. 45/13.) Price 3d. (1d.) 


PAIENT OFFICE (BOARD OF TRADE) PUBLICATIONS :— 


I Illustrated Official Journal (Patents). Published every Wednesday, 
ls., by post is. 2d. Annual subscription, including postage, £3; 
quarterly subscription, 15s. 

CONTENTS.—Official Notices—Applications for Patents—Acceptances 

of Specifications—Amendments of Specifications—Patents Sealed— 
tenewal Fees Paid—-Patents Void—Applications Abandoned, &c.— 
Designs Registered-—Illustrated Abridgments of Current Specifications 
—and Reports of Patent, &c. Cases. 


Il. Trade Marks Journal. Published every Wednesday, 6d., by post 
Sd. Annual subscriptions, including postage, £1 15s.; quarterly 
subscription, 8s. 9d. 

CONTENTS.—Illustration of Trade Marks applied for, and the Names 
and Callings of Applicants. 

Annual subscriptions must date from Ist January, other sub- 
scriptions must be for periods of not less than three months, and 
date from ist of January, April, July or October. 

1876-1887. Nos. 1-509. 1s. each number. 

1888. Nos. 510-561. 1s. 6d. each number. 

1889-1915. Nos. 562 et seq. 6d. each number, by post 8d. 


REPCKTS of Patent, Design, and Trade Mark Cases. 

1884-1886. Vols. 1-3. 8d. each number, or 10s. each volume. 
1887-1885. Vols. 45. 1s. each number, or 20s. each volume. 
1889-1915. Vols. 6-32. 6d. each number. 

Digest of Cases reported in Vols. 1-5. 1s. each. 

Vols. 6-31. 6d. each. 

Consolid ated. Dize st of Cases reported in Vols. 1-27 

inland post 10s. 7d. 


— 7d. (94d.): 


Price 103.; by 





—_ 


GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
The following official publications have recentiy been 
issued : — 


Statistical Abstract for the Several British Self-Governing Dominions, 
Colonies, Possessions, and Protectorates in each year from 1901 to 1915. 
Fifty-third number. [Cd. 9051.] Price 2s. (post free 2s 6d.). 


Thames Uonservancy. General Report of the Proceedings of the Con- 
servators of the River Thames during the year ended 3lst December, 1017, 
with a Statement of the Accounts of the Conservators for that Year. 
[H.C. 49.] Price 3d. (post free 4d.). 


Report to the Board of Trade upon the Accidents that have occurred on 
the Railways of the United Kingdom during the year 1917. (Cd. 9078.] 
Price 1d. (post free 1}d.). 


Civil Services (Supplementary Estimate, 1918-19) Suppiementary Estimate 
of a further Sum required to be voted for the Service of the Year ending 
3lst March, 1919, Eleven Thousand Seven Hundred and Fifty Pounds. 
[H.C. 70.] Price 1d. (post free 1jd.). 


Report from Standing Committee B. on the Land Drainage Lill, with 
the Proceedings of the Committee. [H.C. 69.] Price 1d. (post tree 1id.). 


National Insurance Act, 1911 (Part II.) Account. Account showing the 
Nature and Amount of the Securities held by the Commissioners for 
the Reduction of the National Debt at 3lst March, 1918, as invest- 
ments. for Moneys, forming part of the Unemployment Fund paid over to 
them by the Board of Trade under Section 92 (3) of the National Insurance 
Act, 1911. [H.C. 66.] Price 1d. (post free 1}d.). 


National Food Journal, 12th June, containing amongst other items :—The 
National Ration Book—Instructions as to Use; French Food Mission in 
England: Admiration for our Rationing System; Scientists and Food 
Problems: Task of the Inter-Allied Commission; Next Winter’s Meat: 
Conservation Methods and the Revised Scale; Rationing of Poultry: Pre- 
liminary Details of Ministry’ 6 Scheme; Fodder Substitutes: How Wild 
Vegetation is utilisea in other countries; Story of Food Control: Mr. 
Clynes’s Review of Ministry’s Work; Meat Situation in France: M. Boret’s 
Ingenious Cattle Census; Statutory "Rules and Orders, etc. Price 2d. (post 
free 3d.). 

Fourth Report of the Highlands and Islands Medical Service Board being 
for the year ended 3lst December, 1917. (Cd. 9060.] Price 2d. (post free 
3d.). 

Annual Report of the Prison Commissioners for Scotland for the Year 
1917 [Cd. 9064.] Price 6d. (post free 7}d.). 





Statutory Rules and Orders. 
Price 1d. each (post free 14d.). 


Food Orders. 
1918, No. 527. An Oraer, dated 13th May. amending the Horse and Poultry 
Mixtures Oraer, 1917. 


As amended by No, 529. The Fish (Prices) Order, No. 2, 
1918, dated the 14th March, 1918, as amended by an Order 
ot the Food Controller, No. 529, dated 14th May, 1918. 


Order of the Food Controller, dated the 16th May, amending 
the Public Meals Order, 1918. 


™ Rice (Retail Prices) Amendment Order, dated the 16th 
ay. 


1918, No. 323. 


1918, No. 542. 
1918, No. 544. 


British Cheese (Requisition Order, dated the 29th May. 
British Cheese (Requisition) Order. General ‘Licence. 


1918, No. 578. 
1918, No. 579. 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


7, WHITEHALL GARDENS, LONDON, 


S.W. 1. 





Permanent Departments, Temporary Departments, and Executive 
Authorities connected with the Board. 





Joint Permanent Secretaries 


[SIR H. LLEWELLYN SMITH, K.C.B. 


|SIR W. F. MARWOOD, K.C.B. 


PERMANENT DEPARTMENTS : 


A.—DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY. 


(Sin.H. Lugwetiyn Smits). 


Uemmercial Relations and Treaties.—H. Fountain, C.B., 
C.M.G. (Assistant Secretary), Gwydyr House, White- 
hall, 8.W. 1. 


Overseas Trade (Development and Inteliigence)—(Joint 
Department with Foreign Office).—Sir W. H. Clark, 
K.C.8.I., C.M.G. (Comptroller-General), 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C. 2. 


Iadustries and Manufactures.—Percy Ash ~ A (Assistant 
Secretary), Gwydyr House, Whitehall, S. 


Industrial Property (including Patent Office).—W. Temple 
Franks, C.B. (Comptroller-General of Patents, Designs 
and Trade Marks), 25, Southampton Buildings, 
Chancery Lane, W. C. 2. | 


Industrial Power and Transport.—H. F. Carlill (Assistant 
Secretary), 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1. 


Statistics—A. W. Flux (Assistant Secretary), 68, Victoria 
Street, S.W. 1. 





General Economic Department.—S. J. Chapman, C.B.E. 
(Assistant Secretary), Gwydyr House, Whitehall, 
8.W. 1. 


“ Board of Trade Journal.’’—Harcourt Kitchin (Editor), 
7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1, and 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C. 2. 





B.—DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICES 
ADMINISTRATION. 


(Sir W. F. Marwoop.) 


Marine.—C. Hipwood, - B. (Assistant Secretary), 7, White 
hall Gardens, S.W. 


Public Utilities and Harbours.—G. Roper, C. ‘ia (Assistant 
Secretary), 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1. 


Railways.—E. G. Moggridge (Assistant Secretary), 7, : 
Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1. | 


Companies. a A. Payne, C.B. (Comptroller), 55, White 
hall, S.W. 


Bankrupicy.—J. G. Willis, C.B. (Inspector-General in- 
Bankruptcy), 1, Horse Guards Avenue, S.W. 


C.—GENERAL. 


Legal.—Sir R. Eilis Cunliffe (Solicitor), 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, S.W. 1. 


Finance.—A. Barnes, 1.8.0. (Accountant-General), 7, 
Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1. 

Establishment.—S. W. Clark (Principal Staff Officer), 7 
Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1. 
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TEMPORARY DEPARTMENTS AND EXECUTIVE AUTHORITIES 
CONNECTED WITH THE BOARD OF TRADE: 


1.—Import Hestrictions Department.—22, Carlisle Place, 
S.W.1. R. E. Enthoven, C.I.E. (Controller). 


$.—Paper Control Department.—23, Buckingham Gate, 
S.W.1. H. A. Vernet (Controller). 


8—Coal Mines Department.—Holborn Viaduct Hotel, 
E.C. 1. Sir Guy Calthrop, Bart. (Controller). 


4.—Timber Supplies Department.—Caxton House, Tothill 
Street, S.W. 1. Sir James Ball (Controller). 

6.—Tobacco and Matches Uontrol Board.—1, Great George 
Street, S.W. 1. Lancelot Hugh Smith, C.B.E. 
(Chairman). 

6.—Cotton Control Board.—Victoria Hotel, Manchester. 
Sir A. H. Dixon, Bart. (Chairman). 

7.—Commissioner for Dyes.—7, Whitehall Gardens, 
8.W.1. Sir Evan Jones, Bart. (Commissioner). 

8.—Industrial (War Enquiries) Branch.—Gwydyr House, 
Whitehall, S.W. 1. S. J. Chapman, C.B.E. 
(Director). 

§.—Railway Executive Committee.—35, Parliament Street, 

. 1. The President of the Board of Trade 


(Chairman). Sir H. A. Walker, K.C.B. (Acting 
Chairman). 


10.—Canal Control Committee.—7, Prince’s Street, S.W. 1. 
Sir Maurice Fitzmaurice, C.M.G. (Chairman). 

11.—Petrol Control Depurtment.—19, Berkeley Street, 
W.1. Sir Evan Jones, Bart. (Controller). 





12.—Pool Board (Petroleum Supplies).—-116, Victoria Street, 
S.W. 1. Sir W. Egerton, K.C.M. G. (Chairman). 


13.—Horse Transport Department.—7, Whitehall Gardens, 
S.W. 1. R. H. Selbie (Controller). 


14.—Tramways {Board of Trade) Committee.—8, Bucking- 


ham Gate, Westminster, S.W. 1. J. Devonshire 
(Chairman). 


15.—Roud Transport Bourd.—9, Berkeley Street, 
Sir Evan Jones, Bart. (Chairman). 


16.—War Risks Insurance Office.—33-36, King William 
Street, E.C. 4, and 53 Cornhill, E.c. 3. Sir D. 
Owen, K.B.E. (Chairman of Advisory Committee). 
17.—Aircraft Insurance Committee.—33-36, King William 
Street, E.C. 4. Montague Norman, D.S.O. (Chair- 
man of Advisory Committee). 

Raid Compensation Committee.—Palmerston 
House, Old Broad Strcei, E.C. 2. Sir T. Elliott, 
Bart., K.C.B. (Chairman). 
19.—Insurance Intelligence Depariment.—18, Abchurch 

Lane, E.C. 4. G. W. Russell (Officer in Charge). 
20.—Committee on Work of National Importance.—Fitzalan 
House, Arundel Street, Strand, W.C. 2. Sir Hildred 
Carlile, M.P. (Chairman). 
21.—Controller of Trading Accounts of the Board of Trade. 
—Gwydyr House, Whitehall, S.W. 1. . Mead 
Taylor (Controller). 
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